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Clergy criticise plan for protest in town by far-right group 

CHURCH LEADERS 
UNITE OVER EDI 


USINGH READY TO BOLT OFF FROM STARTING LINE 



‘Usingh Bolt’, real name Banderjit Cheema, does his namesake’s famous pose as he gets ready for a fundraising marathon on Sunday in Manchester 


REPORT BY DAVID COSGROVE 


DOZENS of church leaders 
have signed a letter criticising 
plans by the English Defence 
League to march in Walsall on 
Saturday. 

The far-right group demonstration 
had already been criticised by coun¬ 
cil chiefs and now 31 church leaders 
have signed a joint letter saying the 
protest risks sowing ‘greater division’ 
among communities. 

Among the signatories are the Bishop of Wol¬ 
verhampton, the Rt Rev Clive Gregory, the Ven 
Dr Susan Weller, Archdeacon of Walsall, and 
Rev Rachel Parkinson - chairman of Wolver¬ 
hampton and Shrewsbury Methodist District. 

The letter says: “Our calling is one that 
seeks to bring trust where there is suspicion, 
and peace in place of fear. It is also possible to 
see this calling being lived out within Walsall’s 
diverse community where further efforts are 
needed to create healthy cohesion. 

“Only recently, Walsall was chosen to pilot a 
Government scheme which offers the opportu¬ 
nity to improve integration between the town’s 
diverse communities. 

“Furthermore, many of our churches within 
Walsall, whose own congregations are home to 
people of diverse cultural identities, have been 
blessed by prosperous relationships with our 
neighbours of other faiths. 

“With the news that the English Defence 
League are planning to demonstrate in our 
town on April 7, we would like to encourage 
people to acknowledge the strength brought to 
Walsall’s character by its diverse communities. 

“We would also like to make known to those 
who may feel threatened by the presence of the 
EDL that they are in our prayers, and that we 
stand in solidarity with them. 

“The message of the EDL is at odds with 
Jesus’ own efforts to push the boundaries of 
his society, and show compassion to those who 
were viewed with suspicion because of their 
perceived otherness. 

“This demonstration risks bringing greater 
division where genuine dialogue and hospitality 
would lead to healing and reconciliation.” 

Speaking on EDL Radio, Geoff Mitchell said: 
“We will peacefully do our demonstration - 
don’t like it, lump it. We want the numbers and 
so do the people of Walsall.” 


A LONG-DISTANCE runner from Walsall 
with the nickname ‘Usingh Bolt’ is continu¬ 
ing his marathon and fundraising odyssey in 
2018. Banderjit Cheema - otherwise known 
as Barry - will be taking part in the ASICS 
Greater Manchester Marathon on Sunday, 
after smashing his fundraising target in 2017 
for the Stroke Association. 

Last year, he raised £17,000 for the charity 
after setting out a target of just £2,000 - run¬ 
ning 10 lOks, 10 half marathons and 10 full 
marathons as well as a 24-hour long endur¬ 
ance race. 


This year Barry is aiming to do 12 full 
marathons, seven half marathons and two 
ultra-running events. 

Barry, adopted his nickname ‘Usingh Bolt’ 
in honour of the great Jamaican sprinter. 

Achievements 

He has inspired a fellow group of 15 run¬ 
ners from his club, the Aldridge Running 
Club, to join him at the Manchester event - 
all in search of another “personal best” due to 
the city’s famously flat and fast course. 

Last year, the club hailed his achievements 


by awarding him the John Floyd Cup which is 
given to male members of the club annually. 

He said: “I set myself a huge challenge last 
year, and I will do the same again this year. 
The Greater Manchester Marathon is one of 
my favourite races because of the support all 
around the course, there’s nothing like it. 

“It really is the friendliest and flattest 
route, for those wanting to choose their first 
marathon - this is the best to start with!” 

The ASICS Greater Manchester Marathon 
is organised by Xtra Mile Events in partner¬ 
ship with Trafford Council. 


ALBION 

Moore in hot seat 
for the next match 

WEST Bromwich Albion go into Saturday’s 
crunch match against Swansea City with¬ 
out Alan Pardew, after he left by mutual 
consent on Monday. 

Picking up the baton is first team coach 
and former Baggies defender Darren 
Moore, who will hope to keep the Swans 
at bay in a crucial game at The Hawthorns. 

Pardew’s dismal record of three wins in 
21 games leaves him with the joint-lowest 
win percentage as an Albion manager 
alongside Nobby Stiles. It’s even worse 
than Pep Mel’s three in 17. But two of 
Pardew’s wins came in the FA Cup, and 
one of those was against a team in the 
fourth tier. 

• Time’s up - Back page 

RELAUNCH 

Work at village 
hall is complete 

A VILLAGE hall that was closed after 
high winds badly damaged the roof is 
to reopen this weekend. 

The building in Shenstone, near 
Brownhills, was closed last year on 
health and safety grounds after it was 
found that the roof and ceiling, built in 
1971, would have to be removed and 
replaced with a new design following 
some extreme weather. A grand re¬ 
launch is due on Saturday between 
1pm and 3pm. 

ROADS 

Motorists warned as 
route is closed down 

THERE have been warnings of delays is¬ 
sued for motorists in Walsall, following a 
busy road being shut for two weeks. 

Green Lane will continue to be closed 
at the junction with B4210 High Street in 
Leamore throughout the day and night 
until April 15 while Balfour Beatty Utility 
Solutions Ltd carry out gas main renewal 
work on behalf of Cadent Gas. 


INSIDE 
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Operation aims to reassure and make nightlife safer 




Sniffer dog Binky goes to work in Walsall as part of a police operation in the town to target knife and drug crime 


POLICE flooded Walsall 
town centre armed with a 
sniffer dog and knife arch 
to reassure night-time rev¬ 
ellers. 

West Midlands Police launched the 
high profile Operation Solo over the 
weekend to target knife crime, an¬ 
ti-social behaviour and drug crime. 

It follows 17 serious knife crimes 
across Walsall since October - includ¬ 
ing the murders of teenager Reagan 
Asbury, eight-year-old Mylee Billing- 
ham and 19-year-old Rezwan Ali. 

The exercise on Saturday night saw 
a drugs sniffer dog employed at pubs 
and clubs, while a knife arch was put 
into action at the Religion nightclub. 

Support 

Chief Inspector Jason Anderson 
said: “We had our normal officers 
from Walsall and additional officers 
that we pulled in from across the 
force - in order to give that increased 
police presence. 

“We liaise heavily with the licensed 
premises and have got that buy-in 
and support from businesses to help 
make the town safer. 

“We have used the knife arch on a 
number of occasions and all premises 
are saying it has made their business 
safer and that’s the feedback they’re 
getting - and we’re getting the same 
feedback. ” 

People have to walk through the 
knife arch, an airport-style device, 
before being granted entry to a given 
venue. It was installed in the lobby of 
Religion nightclub on Saturday night. 

This arch will be used at pubs and 
clubs around the borough and can be 
operated by both police officers and 
venue security staff. 

Nick Parkinson, manager for Uto¬ 
pia Clubs which owns Religion, said: 
“The town has suffered, but we are 
trying to do something about it. 


“We want to put people who might 
be coming here to cause trouble off 
- and give other people reassurance. 

“Sometimes in Walsall we can feel 
a bit neglected so it’s nice to see the 
authorities putting money into some¬ 
thing like this.” 

Religion has also had a £6,000 scan¬ 
ner installed which checks clubbers’ 
ID against a database - flagging up if 
they have caused trouble elsewhere. 

Teaching assistant Lucie Leaf, aged 
21, from Bloxwich welcomed the bol¬ 
stered security measures. 

Miss Leaf said she had thought 


twice about going out in the town in 
recent months - but was reassured by 
an increased police presence and the 
knife arch. 

She said: “I definitely think this 
is a positive step - to have this kind 
of security makes you feel saferYou 
know that if something does happen 
then you’re in good hands.” 

Electrician Scott James, 22, from 
Telford, was also out at Religion on 
Saturday. He said: “I think this is all 
reassuring. If you’ve got nothing to 
hide then it’s fine.” 

Thesniffer dog was used in The 


Pitch bar, Makoto and The Registry 
- with a small piece of drugs para¬ 
phernalia uncovered from the latter. 

John Green, manager of Makoto, 
said footfall had suffered following 
the spate of incidents but joint work¬ 
ing from businesses and the police 
had got things back on track. 

“These things have helped people 
to feel safer - we’ve had comments 
about that,” Mr Green said. 

“We always ask ourselves why 
someone would go out with a knife. 

“I don’t know the answer. But at 
least something is being done.” 


Council pays 
out £65,000 
for pothole 
link injuries 

A CASH-strapped council has paid out 
almost £65,000 in compensation to road 
users over injuries from potholes. 

The cash was paid out by Sandwell 
Council to cyclists, motorcyclists and 
motorists in four years between April 
2013 and April 2017. 

There was 19 claims in total due to 
injuries from potholes - resulting in 
£64,132.44 being paid out during that 
time period. 

A spokesman for Sandwell Council 
said it regularly repairs potholes and 
the local authority has just received a 
£155,000 boost for this. 

He added: “We repair potholes as part 
of our duties under the Highways Act. 

“As well as conventional patching 
works, we also carried out a range of 
surface improvements last year to help 
prevent potholes. These measures help 
repair minor defects and create a water¬ 
proof layer to reduce the risk of potholes 
forming. 

“When this type of work is completed, 
its helps reduce more costly repair 
works. 

The figures were revealed following a 
Freedom Of Information request. 

However the injuries did not all occur 
during the four year period. 

In some cases it took several years for 
compensation to be settled, with one in¬ 
jury from 2014 resulting in a settlement 
being made during the 2016/17 financial 
year. 

The spokesman said the size of in¬ 
jury claims paid out has increased in 
recent years due to the introduction 
of a national claims portal. Sandwell 
Council paid out £5,250 in compensa¬ 
tion in 2013/14, £9,771.45 in 2014/15, 
£23,695.99 in 2015/16 and £25,415 in 
2016/17. 

New classrooms 
'not big enough' 

NEW schools built at great cost feature 
classrooms which are too small for the 
number of pupils, a teaching conference 
has heard. 

Shaun Cooper, a teacher from Perth 
and Kinross, told the NASUWT union 
annual get-together in Birmingham that 
architects did not take corridors and 
storage space into account when design¬ 
ing classrooms, leading to pupils being 
bundled in to too tight a space. 

He said: “It’s not just the number of 
children we have in a classroom - it’s the 
physical size. In a lot of our new-build 
schools we have architects who have 
what I consider to be crazy equations on 
the amount of space needed. But they 
take into account corridors, cupboards, 
all kinds of crazy things.” 

Delegates voted to call on the union’s 
executive to lobby for a legal maximum 
limit on the number of children in a 
class. 
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Inquest on 
death of 
woman, 74, 
is opened 



AN inquest into the death of a Walsall 
grandmother Anne James has been 
opened and adjourned. 

The brief hearing at Black Country 
Coroner’s Court on Wednesday heard 
the 74-year-old was found dead at her 
home in Doveridge 
Place, Highgate, 
on February 28. 

A post-mortem 
examination re¬ 
vealed she died as 
the result of mul¬ 
tiple sharp force 
injuries. A second 
Anne James post-mortem is 
due to take place 
shortly. The hearing was told that 
Greg Irvin, aged 25, had been arrested 
and charged with her murder. He will 
next appear at Birmingham Crown 
Court on April 6 for a plea hearing. 

Det Con Cheryl Jones, from West 
Midlands Police homicide depart¬ 
ment, said: “She was found with mul¬ 
tiple injuries at her home address. 
Greg Irvin was arrested and charged 
with her murder. 

“There is no motive at the moment, 
and the investigation is still on-go¬ 
ing.” 

Senior coroner Zafar Siddique of¬ 
fered his condolences to Mrs James’ 
family and adjourned the inquest to 
allow criminal proceedings to take 
priority. 

Neighbours described Anne as a 
‘lovely’ woman who enjoyed garden¬ 
ing and was fond of cats. She lived at 
the address with her husband. 


M5 tragedy as 
lorry driver dies 

TRIBUTES have been paid to a lor¬ 
ry driver who died after a crash on a 
Midlands motorway. 

The 61-year-old died in hospital 
after the multi-vehicle smash on Mon¬ 
day morning on the M5. 

It led to delays across the motorway 
network in the region, with the south¬ 
bound carriageway closed for more 
than five hours. 

Police said the man had suffered 
serious injuries in the crash just after 
5.15am between Junctions 2 and 3, 
but was pronounced dead at hospital. 

Scores of tributes have been paid 
to the lorry driver online, with Jorja 
Booth saying: “Rest in peace - bless 
the person who suffered.” 


Dozen homes bid 

A DOZEN homes could be built in 
Walsall after plans were put forward. 
The council has received an applica¬ 
tion for 12 houses at Stencils Farm in 
Aldridge Road. In the plans, several 
outbuildings would be demolished. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Fundraising page launched for Grange 



Temporary Grange chairman Pete Smith 


FUNDRAISERS desperately trying 
to save The Grange Playhouse in Wal¬ 
sall have launched a GoFundMe page 
to help meet their £60,000 target. 

The Grange Players, who have been 
going for more than 50 years, need to 
raise the cash to carry out important 
repairs to their base, the playhouse 
in Broadway North, or they may be 
forced out. 

Various events have already taken 
place and this week supporter Louise 
Farmer set up the fundraising page 
to help rescue the popular playhouse. 
The appeal raised almost £200, to¬ 


wards a £20,000 target, in a few 
hours. 

On the page she writes: “The play¬ 
house is currently closed for essential 
maintenance. Unfortunately, having 
conducted a risk assessment we were 
told of some severe issues. 

“We have had quotes for all this es¬ 
sential work and it is going to cost a 
significant amount of money, regret¬ 
tably this is money that The Grange 
Players Ltd don’t have.” 

To help raise funds, Hi-de-Hi star, 
and Grange Players patron, Jeffrey 
Holland is bringing his one-man show 


to the borough in June. He will be 
performing . . . and this is my friend 
Mr Laurel on June 8 and 9, playing 
the part of Stan Laurel as he looks 
back over years he has had with Ol¬ 
iver Hardy. 

It will be followed by a Q&A session 
talking about Holland’s career in film, 
television and on stage. Tickets are 
£10 each. Tickets for the shows can be 
bought by contacting 07909 036835 
or emailing box.office@grangeplay- 
ers.co.uk. For more details about the 
fundraising visit the players’ Face- 
book page. 


Out and about 
with ramblers 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers 
next short walk takes place on Satur¬ 
day, of four miles at the National Ar¬ 
boretum, Alrewas. 

The meeting point is the car park 
at Oak Park C. P. (Lichfield Road) at 
9:30am. Details can be obtained from 
the walk leader on 01922 457675. 

Then on Sunday, the intrepid group 
heads out to Aston Munslow for an 
eight-mile circular walk. 

‘Shropshire Star’ is a scenic walk 
on the slopes of Wenlock Edge with 
superb views and the oldest pub in 
Shropshire 

Non-members are always welcome 
and can obtain more information from 
the walk leader on 07582 091 920. 

Homes success 
at development 

A NEW housing development is ahead 
of schedule, with more than a quarter 
of its homes sold already. 

Cameron Homes is building a se¬ 
lection of 23 family properties at the 
location of a former residential home 
in Lichfield Road, Rushall in Walsall. 

The initial properties at the new 
development, called Chestnut Rise, 
went on the market in February and 
six have been snapped up since. 

Amanda Gales, sales manager for 
Cameron, based in Chasetown, said 
that the firm has a long history of 
providing housing in the area around 
Walsall, with four successful sites 
completed in recent years,” she said. 

Family to raise 
hospital cash 

THE family of a 13-year-old boy who 
died after being hit by a bus are rais¬ 
ing money for charity. 

Christian Chandler’s brother Luke 
will have his hair dyed, while his sister 
Charlie will have her hair cut short. 

They are hoping to raise money for 
the Rainbow Room at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital. The mortuary 
area was designed to offer a calming 
place where family can see their loved 
ones. 

To give money to the cause, 
visit justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ 
aimee-chandler 

40-seat Burger King 
opens doors in town 

A NEW Burger King restaurant has 
opened its doors to customers in Wal¬ 
sall, creating 30 new jobs in the area. 

The 40-seat restaurant opened in 
Bloxwich Road on Thursday. 

Alasdair Murdoch, chief executive 
officer for Burger King UK, said: “We 
are excited to expand the Burger King 
brand in this important market and 
look forward to welcoming guests in 
Walsall.” 


CCTV to tackle crime in 
pipeline at beauty spot 


CCTV could be installed at a Wal¬ 
sall beauty spot to deter vandalism, 
theft and travellers moving in. 

Barr Beacon in Walsall has been target¬ 
ed by vandals and metal thieves - with 
yobs even attacking the landmark war 
memorial at the site. 

The Barr Beacon Trust is now calling for 
extra security measures. 

Councillor Adrian Andrew, chair of the Barr 
Beacon Trust Management Committee, said 
the group was hoping to get CCTV installed. 

He said: “We’re always reviewing security - 
we’ve had quite a bit of metal theft and vandal¬ 
ism at Barr Beacon. 

“There have been a number of unauthorised 
encampments at the site too, which has been 
a problem. 

Options 

“We are looking at our options and will come 
up with a proposal and solution in the near 
future. We would like to see CCTV introduced 
just to put people’s minds at ease and to protect 
the war memorial. 

“With regards to unauthorised encamp¬ 
ments, we managed to get an injunction in but 
CCTV might deter them a bit more.” 

Travellers moved onto Barr Beacon four 
times in 2017 - resulting in ‘significant’ 
clean-up costs and need for repair works, ac¬ 
cording to Councillor Andrew. 

Following a petition it became one of 11 sites 
in the borough to be covered by a court injunc¬ 
tion - giving Walsall Council greater powers to 
remove travellers. 

The petition called for a complete ban on 
travellers from Barr Beacon and Doe Bank 
Park. 

A report to the council revealed that vehicles 
have also been attempting to ‘negotiate the 
flow plates’ at the Beacon Lodge exit during 
night-time closure. 

Councillor Andrew said other security meas¬ 
ures - including illuminated signs and rising 
barriers at the exit - are also being considered. 

He added: “All sorts of people are trying to 
get up there at night, we’re trying to solve that 
but that’s going to be more long term.” 


French lessons in history of Arbo 



Walsall historian Ann French with her book, We’m goin’ to the Arbo 


A HISTORIAN is re-releasing 
her book on the history of Wal¬ 
sall Arboretum. 

Ann French, a local historian, 
originally released “We’m goin’ 
to the Arbo” in 2003 but has 
brought the publication up to 
date with two new chapters. 

Ann has lived in the town 
her entire life and has written 
no fewer than eight books on 
Walsall. 

She said: “It’s a book that 
first came out in 2003 and be¬ 
cause of the Lottery award it 
has come out again. 

“The extra two chapters are 
about the Lottery bid and the 
implementation of the Lottery 
funding and what happened.” 

Ann, 82, is now retired, hav¬ 
ing worked as a historian for 30 
years. 

She taught local history at 
various educational institutes 
in the area, including the Frank 
F Harrison Community Associ¬ 
ation, where Ann worked for 20 
years. She admitted the park is 
close to her heart - and that of 
others. 

“A lot of people are interested 
in the park. It’s a place of soli¬ 
tude, you can go there and think 
about things, she said. 

“It’s important - it provides a 
space of tranquillity in an urban 
environment. It’s very peace¬ 
ful.” 

Ann will be signing copies of 
her book in the Arboretum visi¬ 
tor centre on April 21 as part of 
a day of events taking place at 
the park. 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Majority up for 
bottle deposits 

ALMOST three-quarters of people 
would be likely to return cans and 
plastic bottles for recycling if they had 
to pay a lOp deposit on them, polling 
suggests. 

Deposit return schemes aim to 
boost recycling and reduce litter by 
charging a deposit on items such as 
bottled water or drinks cans which 
people can redeem when they return 
the containers to a secure collection 
point. The most effective deposit re¬ 
turn scheme would charge a refund¬ 
able lOp on “on-the-go” plastic and 
aluminium drinks containers, a new 
report by waste and recycling firm 
SUEZ suggests. 

Names wanted for 
school hero search 

UNSUNG heroes within classrooms 
across the region could be in the run¬ 
ning to win a national title. Schools 
throughout the West Midlands are be¬ 
ing called on to put forward nomina¬ 
tions for the 2018 Higher Level Teach¬ 
ing Assistant of the Year Awards. 

A panel of judges will select a top 
teaching assistant as the regional win¬ 
ner, who will then be in with a chance 
of being crowned the country’s best. 

Nominees, who must be put forward 
by June 8, need to demonstrate they 
are committed to pupils’ progress, as 
well as their own professional devel¬ 
opment. Email alisonpack@bestprac- 
ticenet.co.uk for a nomination pack. 

One in eight have 
no private pension 

ONE in eight people retiring this year 
have no private pension savings, a 
study has revealed. 

Some 12 per cent of people planning 
to retire in 2018 have no private pen¬ 
sion of their own, rising to nearly one 
in five (18 per cent) women, Pruden¬ 
tial found. Women retiring this year 
are more than twice as likely as men 
to have no private pension of their 
own to fall back on. Among men retir¬ 
ing this year, seven per cent have no 
private pension. 

Bus firm's million 
mobile ticket sales 

A BUS operator is celebrating after 
selling a million tickets on mobile 
phones. National Express West Mid¬ 
lands started selling tickets via mo¬ 
biles in September 2016 and has re¬ 
cently made its millionth sale. 

One in 10 journeys are now bought 
using the app. Since single tickets 
were made available on mobiles in 
January this year, the company has 
sold has sold almost 100,000 of them. 


lcon-ic boost for local boys in contest 


THEY’VE had to wait for their 
chance, but when it came on Sunday 
young rockers The Icon grabbed it 
with both hands. The group, whose 
members hail from Wolverhampton, 
Penkridge and Kingswinford, have 
reached the grand final of the Sound¬ 
waves Music Competition after the 
snow which struck earlier this month 
postponed the original regional final 
date. 


The action happened at Liverpool’s 
02 Academy - where the boys are now 
based - and they are now one step 
closer to reaching their goal of becom¬ 
ing a high profile touring band. 

Frontman Tom Harrison, aged 19, 
from Penkridge, said: “It was great to 
see all the fans that came up to sup¬ 
port us in Liverpool. There was some 
great competition and we’re very 
grateful for the opportunity and very 


pleased to have made it through to the 
final. We hope to see you in Birming¬ 
ham, message the band for tickets!” 

To compete in the competition The 
Icon had to endure several audition 
stages and a tough video stage. 

Previous competition winners in¬ 
clude As Sirens Fall, who won in 2016 
and then went on to perform at Down¬ 
load Festival twice, and Sam Lavery 
- who finished 7th in 2016’s X Factor. 


A spokesman for Soundwaves said: 
“The show, which included industry 
presence from Parr Street Studios in 
Liverpool and record companies, was 
a huge success. 

The grand final in Birmingham’s 
02 Academy is pencilled in for June 
9. When the date is confirmed, tickets 
will go on sale. Follow the band on 
Facebook @theicon222 for ticket in¬ 
formation updates. 


Hitch-hiking cat feline 
fine after van adventure 



The kitten with Ethan Brookes-Hemans, aged eight, son of Debbie who runs Kats Cradle, near Wolverhampton 


Homeowners warned to be vigilant after raid 


Report by Dayna Farrington 

A KITTEN had a lucky es¬ 
cape after workmen found it 
wrapped round the gearbox 
of their van following a day’s 
work around the region. 

The men, who were working for 
Severn Trent, discovered the fe¬ 
male kitten inside their vehicle on 
the afternoon of March 20, after 
spending the day travelling be¬ 
tween West Bromwich, Pelsall and 
Burntwood on various jobs. 

When the workmen arrived in Burnt- 
wood they could hear noises coming 
from the van. Upon searching the 
van, they discovered it was the kitten 
wrapped around the gearbox. They res¬ 
cued the 14-week-old kitten and kept 
her with them for the rest of the day. 
They returned to Pelsall, thinking that 
was where she may have got into the van 
and would recognise the area - but the 
kitten wouldn’t leave their van. 

Adoption 

The 14-week-old kitten is now being 
cared for by the owner of Kats Cradle, 
which is based near Albrighton, while 
the search for her owners continues. If 
the kitten’s owners can’t be traced in 
the next few weeks - then she will be 
put up for adoption by Kats Cradle. 

Kats Cradle owner, Debbie 
Brookes-Hemans, said: “The two men 
were on a job - they left West Bromwich 
at 5am in the morning to go to work over 
in Pelsall and then over to Burntwood. 

“They had no idea when or where the 
kitten got in, they thought it might be 
Pelsall but they could not be sure.” 

Debbie and her son, eight-year-old 
Ethan, are now caring for the kitten at 
their home in Coven, near Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. They have now called the kitten 
Minnie, while the search continues. 

Anyone who recognises the kitten, or 
knows her owners, are asked to call Deb¬ 
bie at Kats Cradle on 07944 105033. 


PEOPLE are being warned to be vig¬ 
ilant after gold and jewellery were 
stolen from a house. Burglars target¬ 
ed the home in the Broadway area of 
Walsall some time between 10.30pm 
and 11pm on Tuesday. 

It is believed the thieves gained 
entry to the home via an open rear 
window having already gained access 
to the back garden. 

West Midlands Police has now 
given advice, particularly to Asian 
households, on how to keep valuables 


safe and protected. Kevin Pitt, from 
Walsall Police, said: “To protect your 
property, check the security of fences 
and gates. 

Burglars prefer to break into 
homes from the rear as they are less 
likely to be seen or heard. If you ha¬ 
ven’t already done so, replace locks 
in UPVC doors with anti-snap locks 
that are British Standard TS007 
3-star approved. 

“Ensure that windows are closed 
and locked whenever you go out and 


that ladders, bins, etc. are secured to 
prevent them being used as climbing 
aids. Check that alarms and security 
lights are in good working order. 

“Asian households should be par¬ 
ticularly careful if they have gold jew¬ 
ellery in the house, and particularly 
around celebration times, weddings, 
etc., when this jewellery is likely to 
be on show or left around the house.” 

Anyone with any information 
about the Walsall burglary is asked 
to call 101. 


Teal’s real 
deal as top 
singer for 
jazz at hall 

BIG band singer Clare Teal helped 
give local charities a boost when she 
joined up with the award-winning 
Midland Youth Jazz Orchestra for a 
sparkling concert. 

The Yorkshire-born star is rated 
the most success¬ 
ful British female 
jazz singer in dec¬ 
ades, and it was 
easy to see why she 
has earned that 
reputation. 

Clare delighted 
a large audience 
at the Central Hall 
concert organised 
by the Rotary Club 
of Walsall’s Bill Stephens, and during 
her performance she made several ref¬ 
erences to the quality of MYJO, the 
soloists and its musical director, Dr 
John Ruddick MBE. Her warm per¬ 
sonality shone throughout the show 
which raised funds for Walsall Heart 
Care, YMCA (Glebe Street) and Ac¬ 
tion for Children Walsall. 

Clare was educated in Walsall, and 
it was while at university that her ca¬ 
reer choice had a lucky break when 
she found herself without a clarinet 
for an unexpected examination and 
decided to sing instead, for her best- 
ever grades. In concert, she rattled 
through classics like Fine Romance, 
You’re the Top, Lullaby of Broadway, 
Clare closed with Let’s Do It. 

At the end of the concert, Mr Debo 
Adesina, president of the Rotary Club 
of Walsall, presented a flower ar¬ 
rangement to Clare Teal whose next 
appearance in the region will be at the 
Lichfield Garrick on Friday April 6. 

PAUL MARSTON 



Clare Teal 


Ohm is on at 
Newhampton 

RISING star singer-songwriter Alex 
Ohm and his band are performing at a 
free admission hometown gig tomor¬ 
row night, Friday, to launch his new 
single, which is out on the same day. 

Alex, who hails from Gornal, near 
Sedgley will launch his new single 
Fractures (Little Wonders) at the 
performance at the Newhampton 
Arts Centre in Dunkley Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton, where the crowd can 
expect a pulsating guitar-driven per¬ 
formance. 

Doors will open at 7.30pm and the 
curfew is 11pm. 

For free tickets search Alex Ohm on 
www.seetickets.com. He has teamed 
up with Oxford-based promoters Fu¬ 
ture Perfect for this gig. For more 
information and downloads, log onto 
https: // ww w. alexohm. com/ 


fireplaces 



Family run business 


www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 


Gome) andi visit usi ihi our new/ showroom 

FULL FITTING, DELIVERY SERVICE 
AND HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 
Log burners available 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds. 


Open Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm Closed Sundays 
52 Pages Lane, Great Barr B43 6LR 

iii.co.uk 0121 358 1101 



TAYLORS 
AUTO 

Our Promise, 
not only do we 
guarantee you an 
honest MOT, 
we also only charge 

£ 34.99 

(Servicing & tyres available) 

Tel:01543 3 7 2 6 73 

Sunnyside Farm, Northgate, Walsall Wood, 
West Midlands WS9 9BU 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Margaret's 
thanks after 
tumour find 
by optician 

A WOMAN has thanked her optician 
after a routine test picked up a poten¬ 
tially life-threatening condition. Mar¬ 
garet O’Reilly, from Pelsall, had not 
been experiencing any pain or vision 
problems, but was due to have her 
regular sight test with Specsavers on 
Brownhills High Street. 

Her test was booked with optom¬ 
etrist Justine Page, and all was pro¬ 
ceeding as normal - until Justine 
spotted a small bump at the back of 
her right eye. 

It was decided this needed further 
investigation, and she was referred to 
Birmingham Eye Hospital to have a 
more detailed examination. 

The hospital carried out a number 
of further tests and took pictures of 
the inside of the eye - detecting a 
small ciliary body melanoma, an in¬ 
credibly rare type of tumour. 

Margaret’s consultant referred her 
to the Sheffield Royal Hallam hospi¬ 
tal for specialist treatment, where the 
medical team expressed surprise that 
the tumour had been picked up by 
Specsavers as it was very small and 
hard to detect. 

Margaret said: “The tumour was 
so small, the consultants at Sheffield 
couldn’t decide if it was likely to be 
malignant but they decided it was 
best to remove it anyway.” And it was 
lucky that they did as the tumour was 
malignant and would have spread to 
other areas within her body. 

Call to protect 
cars after theft 

PEOPLE are being urged to take ex¬ 
tra steps to protect their homes after 
a BMW was stolen off a driveway. 

The 17 reg sports car was stolen 
from a house on Birmingham Road, 
Aldridge, around 4am last Thursday. 

Offenders had gained access to the 
rear of the home via a side gate and 
then broke into the home by snapping 
the lock of a rear UPVC door, police 
said. The offenders then took a bag 
containing car keys and made off with 
the BMW. The car is fitted with a 
tracking device and has since been re¬ 
covered from a Birmingham location. 

Anyone with information relating 
to the theft of the BMW is asked to 
call 101 quoting reference number 
20WS/67967A/18 

Relatives sought 

RELATIVES of a 50-year-old man 
who died are being sought. Shaun 
Pugh, of Coltham Road, Willenhall, 
died on March 13. Black Country Cor¬ 
oner’s Court is looking to get in touch 
with family members of Mr Pugh. 
Contact Russell Williams on 0121 569 
7200. 


Goldie's Hay days for literary festival 



Goldie, aka Clifford J Price 


BLACK Country music star Goldie 
has been announced as one of the 
stars appearing at this year’s prestig¬ 
ious Hay Festival of Literature and 
Arts. 

He joins a programme which in¬ 
cludes such names as David Miliband, 
Monty Don, Bear Grylls, Germaine 
Greer, Ian McEwan, Jilly Cooper, 
Chelsea Clinton, Gordon Brown, Ruby 
Wax, Jacqueline Wilson and David 
Walliams. 

Goldie will be presenting his 
hard-hitting memoir All Things Re¬ 
membered which tells of his grow¬ 


ing up in Walsall having been born 
Clifford J. Price in 1965 through his 
career in music, acting and art to col¬ 
lecting an MBE from Buckingham 
Palace. 

It is described as ‘an explosive story 
of abuse, revenge, graffiti, breakdanc¬ 
ing, gold teeth, sawn-off shotguns, car 
crashes, hot yoga, absent fatherhood, 
and redemption through reality TV - 
all told in the relentlessly charismatic 
register of the man himself.’ The fes¬ 
tival has revealed the programme for 
its 31st edition, taking place from May 
24 to June 3 in Hay-on-Wye, Wales. 


The Festival site is free to enter, 
with ticketed events in 10 tented ven¬ 
ues, plus a range of areas to explore, 
including the Festival Bookshop; the 
HAYDAYS courtyard; the Hay Festi¬ 
val Wild Garden; creative workshops 
in the Make and Take Tent, the Scrib¬ 
blers Hut, The Cube and the Mess 
Tent; as well as market stalls, cafes 
and restaurants. 

View the full programme at hay- 
festival, org. Booking opens today to 
Friends of Hay Festival online or via 
01497 822 629, public booking opens 
Thursday. 


Sorrow behind Raul's 
London marathon bid 


A PERSONAL trainer has decided to 
run the London Marathon for one of his 
clients after hearing her heartbreaking 
story. 

Raul Romero was training Lesley Knight, 
from Burntwood, last year when she told him 
how she had lost her only child Tom, aged 11, 
in a road accident. 

Since then, she has been doing all she can to 
support the HELP Appeal - the only charity in the 
country dedicated to funding hospital helipads. 

The 39-year-old decided he wanted to help too, 
and so has trained relentlessly for the 26-mile run 
later this month, to honour his promise to Lesley 
and raise money for the HELP Appeal. 

Lesley, who is an ambassador for the charity, has 
taken inspiration herself from his sessions in get¬ 
ting fitter and stronger and said she was touched 
by his commitment to the cause, even in the snow. 

She said: “When my son was airlifted by air am¬ 
bulance to the hospital, they had to land at a police 
station opposite - it was the closest place at the 
time. 

“As you can imagine a huge crowd of people gath¬ 
ered to see the air ambulance. It was the most har¬ 
rowing experience anyone can go through as I did 
not want them to see Tom being wheeled into the 
hospital. The slick operation of getting us to hospi¬ 
tal was let down by the fact we had to land on the 
road as there was no helipad on site,” she added. 

Unfortunately, the hospital staff were unable to 
help Tom as his injuries were too severe and he 
passed away. 

Raul added: “I train Lesley every week in my 
classes, yet I never knew that she lost her only 
child until recently. It’s truly heartbreaking, no 
mother should have to go through that. She is an 
incredible and very inspiring woman to not only 
myself, but to my other clients, too, and everyone 
she meets. 

“When I found out, I knew straight away I had to 
support her in my own way, so when I heard of the 
HELP Appeal, it was the perfect match to then run 
the London Marathon along the way.” 

The HELP Appeal has already built 20 hospital 
helipads across the UK and another 24 are in the 
pipeline. To sponsor Raul and help him reach his 
target of £800, visit www.justgiving.com/fundrais- 
ing/RaulRomero. 



Personal trainer Raul Romero and Lesley Knight, whose 11-year-old son Tom died after a road accident 


Rating record by retirement home firm 


A RETIREMENT home builder 
from Walsall is celebrating after 
achieving a five star customer 
satisfaction rating for a record 
13th consecutive year. 

McCarthy and Stone’s Walsall 
team was awarded the top score 
in an independent annual survey 
of more than 50,000 people by 


the Home Builders Federation. 
McCarthy and Stone achieved a 
combined customer satisfaction 
score of 93.5 per cent. 

Martin Edwards, West Mid¬ 
lands regional managing direc¬ 
tor, said: “Five-star service is an 
integral part of our culture and 
we are continually striving to im¬ 


prove.” McCarthy and Stone pro¬ 
vides high-quality developments 
in central locations close to local 
amenities. 

Each individual development 
is designed to cater to all stages 
of retirement and to support 
older people to stay independent 
for longer. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Stroke services 
set for big move 

STROKE patients will be moving 
from Walsall to New Cross Hospital 
in a matter of days. From April 11, 
Walsall residents will be taken the 
few miles to Wolverhampton for treat¬ 
ment because the stroke unit at the 
town’s Manor Hospital is not consid¬ 
ered busy enough to keep running. 

The decision was made by NHS 
Walsall Clinical Commission Group’s 
(CGC) Governing Body after consulta¬ 
tion with patients, their families and 
clinicians. 

But rehabilitation will continue 
to be provided in Walsall because 
patients prefer to be closer to home 
while they recover. 

Historic library 
roof work is due 

WORK to repair the roof on a historic 
library has been given the green light. 

Approval for the roofing works was 
the last stage in the planning process 
for a major refurbishment project 
planned for Lichfield Street Central 
Library in Walsall, which dates back 
to 1905. 

The hand-made clay roofing tiles 
and roof insulation will be replaced 
plus additional galley and gutted 
work is required. Work will start on 
Wednesday by Willmott Dixon Xon- 
struction and it is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of the year. 

Shop around for 
Easter fun at JTF 

YOUNGSTERS with some time on 
their hands can join in with some fun 
Easter half term activities at the JTF 
store in Walsall. 

The bargain goods shop in Bescot 
Retail Park has been offering col¬ 
ouring competitions, treasure hunts, 
goody bags and more, all through the 
week until Sunday. 

There has also been free food and 
drink samples on offer for both chil¬ 
dren and their parents to enjoy during 
the school break. 

Also on offer have been free crafting 
activities to entertain the youngsters. 

Sign language taster 
course to start up 

WALSALL Deaf People’s Centre is of¬ 
fering a new eight-week British Sign 
Language taster course. 

It will run on Thursdays at 6pm 
in the centre in Lichfield Street from 
May 3. 

The course costs £85 and people 
doing the taster course get a £25 re¬ 
duction on a BSL Level 1 course in 
September. 

Call 01922 614794 if you wish to 
sign up. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 




Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Trusted 
Trader 

C 2 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Litter louts 
just tip 
me over 
the edge 

WHICH crime has the biggest impact on 
your life? Murder? Knife crime, drugs? 

While these are clearly very serious, 
they are offences that thankfully affect 
very few of us on a daily basis. What re¬ 
ally affects me, day in, day out is not vio¬ 
lent crime, but litter. With graffiti coming a 
very close second. 

The most infuriating thing is that there 
is no justification or mitigation for com¬ 
mitting these offences. Nobody ever 
drops litter because they are poor or 
hungry. It is never a crime of passion or a 
moment of madness. It is always, without 
exception, a crime committed because 
the offender is too arrogant and self-cen¬ 
tred to give a thought for anybody but 
themselves. 

A couple of weeks ago I saw a young 
lad drop litter in the town centre, and 
was secretly bricking it as I pointed out 
his misdemeanour in front of his rowdy 
friends. A few years ago, I watched a 
young girl toss a fast-food carton out of 
the car window while stuck in traffic, and 
did what any responsible member of the 
public would do - and tossed it back in. 
I regretted when her mother tried to pull 
the mirror off my car and chased me for 
two miles, but I guess you’ve gotta make 
a stand. 

So I suppose I should be glad that our 
local councils are promising to crack 
down on litter louts with “zero-tolerance” 
hit squads, but I have my doubts. Dudley 
is now following the lead of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton by using the services of Kingdom Se¬ 
curity, which issues miscreants with spot 
fines. Better still, the wardens cost the 
councils nothing, as Kingdom makes its 
money from the fines. Everyone’s a win¬ 
ner, right? 

It didn’t quite work that way when 
Kingdom officers were employed in 
Maidstone, Kent. The council dispensed 
with Kingdom’s services last year after a 
woman was fined for feeding ducks in the 
River Medway. In The Wirral, Kingdom 
wardens fined David Ellis for unknowing¬ 
ly dropping a bookmark from his book. 
In Ruthin, North Wales, 68-year-old Ann 
Coleman was fined £75 for accidentally 
dropping a receipt. 

Maybe this is a price worth paying if it 
stops the real louts from dropping litter 
in the street, but I won’t hold my breath. 
Private litter wardens are driven by reve¬ 
nue, and it is hard to see them challeng¬ 
ing a gang of bona-fide yobs throwing 
down chip papers when they get paid the 
same for fining a little old lady feeding the 
ducks. 

Zero tolerance is rarely the answer. It’s 
throwing the book at hardened louts that 
gets results. 


This crime of our age is not going to go away 





Mary Berry - accused of ‘fat shaming’ 
after comment on the size of fellow chef 


Nathan Outlaw - laughed off comment 
amount his weight but some took umbrage 




Sir Stephen Hillier - and now even Air Chief 
Marshals are looking younger 


Fat chance of no 
bitterness shown 


SLENDER Mary Berry stands accused of “fat 
shaming” after commenting on the size of fel¬ 
low chef Nathan Outlaw. She suggested that 
Nathan, a keen surfer, would put “a bit of weight 
on that board.” He laughed it off but some view¬ 
ers took instant umbrage and accused Ber¬ 
ry of rudeness. Fat-shaming is a crime of our 
age and you might think an enlightened soci¬ 
ety would eventually shun it. But I don’t think 
it will go away. I bet fat-shaming will increase 
- and this is may be the reason why. There is 
serious talk of the Government raising a special 
ring-fenced tax exclusively to pay for the health 
service. This means, for the first time, we will 
all see in our wage packets how much of our 
hard-earned money is going to the NHS. Obesi¬ 
ty costs the NHS about £16,000 million a year. 
Some experts believe it could eventually bank¬ 
rupt the NHS. See how some bitterness might 
creep in? You can just hear it - you’re wasting 
my money, fatso. 

FUNNY old world. I always assumed I vot¬ 
ed to leave the EU in 2016 because I am a bit 
dim, poorly educated and dislike foreigners. I 
learn from this week’s revelations to the Com¬ 
mons media committee that I actually voted 
for Brexit because my personal data had been 
secretly “mined” from Facebook and used to 
bombard me with subliminal online messages 
(even though I’m not on Facebook). This is good 
news for it means I am no longer an imbecile 
but a victim. So tell me where do I get my com¬ 
pensation? 

FOR somebody who isn’t anti-semitic, 
doesn’t Jeremy Corbyn does seem to spend an 
awful lot of time apologising for anti-semitism? 

BUT then it’s understandable. Right at the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


heart of the Labour movement is total, unwa¬ 
vering support for the Palestinian cause and 
a visceral hatred of international capitalism. If 
some mischief-maker whispers into the ear of 
a dedicated young activist that the Zionists are 
the enemy in both these epic struggles, it can 
seem to make sense. The “pockets of anti-sem- 
itism” Jeremy Corbyn apologises for today are 
actually part of a contagion of blaming the Jews 
which has infested Europe for more than 1,000 
years. 

A GLUM report by the World Wide Fund for 
Nature calculates that making a single portion 
of Welsh lamb cawl stew causes as much pol¬ 
lution as driving 31 miles, or 5.9 kilograms of 
greenhouse gases. I don’t know how you react¬ 
ed to this news but it reminded me how long it 
had been since I’d had a bowl of delicious, thick 
lamb stew. Stuff the planet, I want my cawl. 
So that’s definitely on the menu for tomorrow. 
Thanks for the reminder, WWF. Just the occa¬ 
sional treat, you understand. 

THE “just a treat” philosophy can be seen 
everywhere this week. Yes, of course we want 
an end to overpackaging with plastic. But not 
until Easter is over, okay? The supermarket 
aisles are packed with chocolate eggs framed 
in single-use black plastic trays, wrapped in foil 
then wrapped again in more black plastic and 
see-through plastic, enough to choke a whole 
colony of turtles. The excuse for this orgy of 
planet-polluting excess is that Easter comes 


only once a year and what’s the harm with the 
occasional treat? The same argument is trotted 
out for Bonfire Night when all our pious words 
about having air that’s fit to breathe vanish into 
a sulphurous cloud of fireworks and burning 
pallets. It’s just a treat, innit? Like the cupcakes 
handed out at charity coffee mornings: let’s 
fight cancer by giving everybody diabetes. The 
problem with the “just a treat” approach is that 
we want our treats every day of the year. And 
the more that po-faced experts warn us of the 
consequences, the more delicious that treat 
seems. 

THE Royal Air Force is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary and its chief officer Sir Stephen Hill¬ 
ier is doing the media rounds to promote the 
event. As we reach a certain age we get used to 
police, MPs, headteachers and bishops seem¬ 
ing unnaturally youthful. I hadn’t noticed until 
this week that Air Chief Marshals are looking 
younger. 

I SEND as few emails as possible. I never text. 
I don’t use social media. And yet, oh folly, in an 
unguarded moment I recently sent a friend an 
image of my lunch, cleverly re-arranged into a 
cheerful face with a big pastie nose and a smile 
of roast potatoes. As you do. Goodness knows 
what the global data-filching industry will make 
of this. Clearly Citizen Rhodes enjoys pasties 
and has an artistic bent, and too much time on 
his hands. 

TALKING of iconic animals, I cannot be the 
only person alarmed to see the burger chain 
McDonald’s has a promotional partnership with 
the makers of the new Peter Rabbit film. Run, 
Peter! For God’s sake, run! 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

TV choice 
is what you 
want not 
everything 

I REMEMBER when you could put a telly 
anywhere in the house and you would get 
some kind of signal, before you even put 
some kind of aerial in the back of it. 

What’s happened to those days? It was 
so simple. Buy a TV, maybe a portable, 
fiddle about with the dials a bit and the 
aerial on top and hey presto! instant ac¬ 
cess to four, or maybe even five channels. 

Having switched over to digital - with¬ 
out any public consultation that I can 
remember, or maybe I just didn’t under¬ 
stand the concept - I’m sure I am not 
alone when I say the service is useless in 
comparison. 

My household pays for Sky, we have it 
plugged into two TVs, via cumbersome 
cables, straight from the dish. But even 
then it’s sometimes hit and miss as to the 
quality of the picture, and we don’t exact¬ 
ly live out in the sticks. 

Try to get a signal without any direct in¬ 
put from the supplier - ie with a portable 
aerial which I now seem to have a box¬ 
ful of because they’re all useless - and 
you’re on a hiding to nothing. 

Yes, there’s Netflix, or Amazon fires- 
ticks, or whatever they’re called - fine if 
you can afford it on top of the costs of a 
generic provider, but hold on, don’t we all 
pay a TV licence? 

I yearn for the days when it was simply 
a matter of turning on one little switch and 
not worrying about scrolling down hun¬ 
dreds of channels and wading through 
countless second-rate moralistic Amer¬ 
ican police-based dramas, or the con¬ 
stant re-runs of Only Fools and Horses. 

I’m not even going to mention 15-year- 
old Top Gear shows, where the cars they 
feature have long-since been put out to 
pasture in some great scrapyard in the 
sky. 

It is a salient observation, but we have 
now reached absolute saturation point 
with the communications and entertain¬ 
ments available to us via the screen, 
which once was just a box in the corner 
blasting out programming, with the only 
choice being whether you could put up 
with advert breaks or not. 

I mean, if we have any say in it at all, 
can’t we demand that if we don’t want 
external services such as Sky, and want 
to rely purely on Freeview, isn’t it enough 
that there is a TV licence fee? 

Alternatively, why should we have to 
pay for a licence, if we don’t watch any¬ 
thing other than programmes via Netflix, 
Sky or Amazon etc. 

There needs to be a change now, 
choice doesn’t mean having everything 
available, it means cutting out what you 
don’t want and concentrating purely on 
what you do want. 

GRAEME ANDREW 



Introducing Jasmin 

Cut & Finish Price £ 25.00 


Now open Mondays. Late night appointments available Tuesdays & Thursdays until 8pm 

Francesco 17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge WS9 8QP 

beautiful hair t! 01922 456152 













Once again, May gives in to EU 


OUR PM promised we would be free of the 
corrupt EU’s common fisheries policy - 
good news for the fishermen of England and 
Scotland, from Caithness to Cornwall, from 
Humber to Holyhead. 

For 40 years, more and more UK boats 
were doomed to rust away in harbours due 
to the very unfair quotas set by the EU. A 
massive advantageous quota was given to 
French, Dutch, Spanish, and Portuguese 
fishing fleets. The pledge by May that this 
would take place in March 2019 was wel¬ 
comed by Michael Gove and Ruth Davidson. 
However, now the PM has given into the EU 


to accept their quotas until at least Decem¬ 
ber 31, 2020 and beyond. 

In light of her reneging on her promise, 
there is a strong probability that in future 
Brexit policies, she will lose the support of 
English and Scottish Tory MPs in areas 
where fishing is the livelihood of many con¬ 
stituencies. 

The referendum was a complete waste 
of time, because the five main policies have 
been abandoned, resulting in total capitula¬ 
tion to the EU. 

R SAUNDERS 

Walsall 


No loser as 
far as vote 
concerned 

BARRY Hill begins his let¬ 
ter (16 March) by describ¬ 
ing me as a “sore loser” and 
ends with a bet. 

I’m happy to say that he 
wins his bet - but only be¬ 
cause he wrongly identifies 
the referendum where I 
have lost. 

I’m not a loser in the ref¬ 
erendum on EU member¬ 
ship. 

Barry Hill’s letter ap¬ 
peared two days before my 
71st birthday, and the UK’s 
departure from the EU 
will cost me, at most, some 
minor inconvenience as a 
leisure traveller. 

I have no ideological com¬ 
mitment one way or the 
other about whether the en¬ 
tity called the United King¬ 
dom should or should not 
remain part of the entity 
called the European Union. 

While I voted remain, in 
other circumstances my 
vote could have gone the 
other way. 

It is, in my opinion, people 
much younger than me who 
will be the losers. 

ALAN T HARRISON 

Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


co.uk 


Walsall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 

Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 

Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon- 
If we cannot reach a resolution don, EC4M 7LG 



Funding help for 
vital local groups 

AS one of the UK’s largest charitable funders we want to 
highlight the amazing work that is being carried out by 
many small community organisations and charities in the 
Walsall area. However many of the vital services these 
charities provide, such as meals on wheels, disability sup¬ 
port and mental health services, are at risk if they don’t 
receive funding. Every year hundreds of charities apply to 
us for support as council cuts continue to bite. 

So in our 60th Year we have launched the Weston An¬ 
niversary Fund which will award up to £150,000 for each 
charity that successfully applies for help to improve their 
existing facilities, or provide new ones. 

Find out more at https://anniversary.garfieldweston.org/ 
- the deadline for applications is June 30. 

PHILIPPA CHARLES 

Director, Garfield Weston Foundation 


Constant 
waste of 
taxpayers’ 
millions 

HOW much more do the 
people of Walsall have to 
take from a council which 
has constantly wasted tax¬ 
payers’ money and cut pub¬ 
lic services to save money? 

When I hear councillors 
blaming the Government’s 
funding cuts for them being 
cash-strapped, I always 
think of the workman who 
blames his tools. The for¬ 
tunes of public money that 
this organisation has wasted 
on failed transport systems, 
and money spinning pro¬ 
jects that benefit few peo¬ 
ple apart from themselves, 
never get a mention from 
the council. 

You constantly hear 
them moaning that they’re 
cash-strapped, but if they 
are, how much of it is their 
own fault? My idea of cash- 
strapped are families who 
are forced to use food banks, 
and people who are too ill to 
work who have had their 
benefits cut to the bone, not 
an organisation who can af¬ 
ford to pay several of their 
employees well in excess of 
£100,000 a year. 

The council tax has be¬ 
come almost something 
for nothing and I always 
thought that this tax cov¬ 
ered waste disposal, but now 
we may have extra charges 
for dumping rubbish. The 
motorist continues to drive 
on crumbling roads. Instead 
of a rise, the public deserve 
to receive rebates for this 
tax as the service has be¬ 
come a complete and utter 
shambles. 

ALAN DAVIS 

Darlaston 



(based on 7’x7’ Or 6’6” door size) 
- Doorstays £30.00 extra. 


supplied and fitted 


mmm 


Based on 2300 wide x 2300 high in white (based on 7' x7’ or 6’6” door size) 

windows at an additional cost. 


All trade enquires welcome and bulk discounts available. 
All prices based on white doors 7’ wide x 7’ or 6’6” high. 


We’ll beat 
any price 


UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 

Cannock: ffl §W Walsall: (M MS 

starting Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 
f &igg!g 0 email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 




VATjlTORWAT FREE.QUALIFYING CUSTOMERS 


9.89 OUT OF 10 


CASTllE? 4 

WINDOWS^ 

i ml 
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s trade.com 

Where reputation matters 


BUY NOW PA Y 2019 

mterest mmm 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 
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WfiicU? 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

Unit i, Fryers Close, 

Walsall. WS3 2XQ 


(Authorised and regulated by 
the financial Conduct Authority) 


Factory opening hours 
8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 


www.suddz.co.uk 


Call now for a , no obligation quote: 01543 379670 


Supplir/OiilM 


Oil 


uR| 






0 % 


*Terms & 
Conditions Apply 


c^uddz /bathrooms & /kitchens 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues 10am-3pm, Sat I Oam - 4pm 
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Custom 


Step 3 

Choose from over 
2000 fabrics 


Step 1 Step 2 

Bring your sizes Select from 50 designs 

to our showroom all available as corner 
sofas and bed sofas 


made to 


measure 

sofa 


step 4 step 5 step t 

Leave only a 10% Pay the remaining Save hundreds of pounds 
deposit on your sofa balance on delivery when buying direct 
from the manufactures 


Buy British for Superior Quality 


20 Years of Quality Manufacturing 


Thomas Street, Wolverhampton 
West Midlands WV2 4JS 

Open; 10.30 - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Sun and Bank Holiday 11.00 - 4.00pm 


Hear our radio advert 
on Signal 107.7FM 
and Smooth Radio 
105.7FM 


Story of North Korea to 
be highlighted in show 



From left, Sophie Archer, Akaash Shemar and Courtney Phillips, in their play 

Frank backing campaign 


FOR decades North Ko¬ 
rea has been somewhat of 
a mystery to the rest of the 
world. 

Now curious students from Wal¬ 
sall Studio School have created a 
play based on the secretive state. 

A cast of about 100 students have 
been working on the production, called 
Embargo, since January. 

They were given a short brief by a 
tutor but the theatre show has been 
made from scratch by the school’s 
students - from the costumes to the 
script and more. Last Wednesday the 
group performed the show in front of 
friends, family and fellow classmates 
at the school’s auditorium. 

Akaash Shemar, from West Brom¬ 
wich, helped market the play, write it 
and is one of the main characters. 

The 19-year-old said: “Walsall Stu¬ 
dio School is a specialist school in cre¬ 
ative arts and performing arts. 

Freedom 

“Each year we always do a physical 
theatre show and this year it’s called 
Embargo, about North Korea. 

“We were given the brief in Janu¬ 
ary and had to do all the research and 
write it all, promote it and do all that. 

“It’s our show entirely, we have the 
freedom of where it goes from there.” 

From writing and devising to re¬ 
hearsing and refining - the students 
have been working non-stop over the 
past few months to create the perfor¬ 
mance, which promises to reveal the 
‘shocking truths’ of North Korea. 

The story tells the tale of a journal¬ 
ist who articulates the ‘endemic’ of the 
country’s regime. Last year, teenagers 
took to the stage in their annual ama¬ 
teur production to highlight homeless¬ 
nesses among young people. 


CELEBRITIES have been showing a 
thumbs-up for Macmillan Cancer Sup¬ 
port’s Macbrum campaign. 

West Bromwich-born Frank Skinner 
and Walsall FC superfan Pete Water¬ 
man are among the celebrities who 
have shown their support for the cam¬ 
paign, which launched last week. 

It aims to raise £25,000 for Mac¬ 
millan services in Birmingham and 
the Black Country, services like the 


Macmillan Relate Counselling Ser¬ 
vice based in Bishopgate Street, in 
Birmingham. The vital service offers 
free counselling to people living and 
working in Birmingham and the Black 
Country who have been affected by 
cancer, at a time when they need it 
most. 

For details on the campaign, visit 
macmillan.org.uk/donate/macmil- 
lan-projects/macbrum.html. 



UUALSALL FIREPLACES 


Walsall 

^Fireplaces 

TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Closed 
Sunday Closed 


79-80 Ablewell Street 
Walsall WS1 2EU 

Tel: 01922 644407 

www.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 
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MP: Reverse school 
budget cutbacks 

A LABOUR MP has called on the Government to ‘reverse 
its policy of school budget cuts’ in a bid to tackle a ‘wors¬ 
ening funding crisis’. Valerie Vaz says schools in Walsall 
face losing £9.5 million by 2020, while more than a third 
in the borough have cut staff over the last two years. 

The Walsall South MP, who supported a recent protest 
against cuts, said: “Government cuts have starved schools 
to such an extent that schools have been driven to ask for 
donations from parents to pay for books. 

“Some schools have been soliciting parental contribu¬ 
tions of up to £600. Class sizes are soaring as there are not 
enough good school places. 

“The severity of cuts mean there are over half a million 
primary-age children now in large classes over 30, with 
around 40,000 pupils being taught in classes of 36 or more. 

“Meanwhile the Government is wasting millions on free 
schools in areas where there are no shortages of school 
places.” 

“The Chancellor’s Spring Statement offered nothing to 
tackle the funding crisis in schools. The Government must 
reverse its policy of school budget cuts.” 


Suspect denies killing Reagan in 
disorder at town hall boxing night 



A MURDER suspect has 
denied fatally stabbing a 
19-year-old at a boxing 
match. 

Tyrone Andrew appeared at 
Birmingham Crown Court after 
being charged with murdering 
Reagan Asbury in Walsall. 

The 21-year-old, of Saint Helen’s 
Street, Derby, denied the charge 
during the hearing last Wednesday. 

His co-defendants Ryandeep 
Sidhu, 22, Declan Kemp-Francis, 
23, and Lavelle Patrice, 22, also ap¬ 
peared before the court. 


Sidhu, of Lidgate Close, Derby, 
denied assisting an offender by tak¬ 
ing the knife police believe Mr As¬ 
bury was stabbed with. 

Kemp-Francis, of Dickens Square, 
Sunny Hill, Derby, denied violent 
disorder and assisting an offender 
by helping Andrew get away from 
Walsall and back to his Derby home. 

Patrice, of Haven wood Grove, Lit- 
tleover, Derby, also denied violent 
disorder. All the charges relate to 
an incident on October 14 last year, 
the court heard. 

The defendants were told a four- 
week trial has been provisionally set 


for June 18. Andrew was remanded 
in custody while Sidhu, Kemp-Fran¬ 
cis and Patrice were released on 
bail. 

Mr Asbury, from Pelsall, was at¬ 
tacked after violence broke out at a 
boxing event at Walsall Town Hall. 

Trouble spilled into the street 
after chairs and tables were scat¬ 
tered during the disorder, which 
started shortly after an IBF World 
Title bout between Luke Paddock 
and Myron Mills. 

A post mortem examination con¬ 
firmed the former Pelsall United 
footballer died from a wound to his 


neck. Friends attended a memorial 
event for Mr Asbury at Pelsall’s 
The Old House at Home pub a week 
after his death. 

Boxing returned to Walsall Town 
Hall for the first time since Mr As- 
bury’s death last month. 

Ten bells rang out at the start 
of the event in memory of the vic¬ 
tim, with an airport-style knife 
arch scanner also set up to monitor 
guests. 

Walsall council and West Mid¬ 
lands Police have since also come 
together to purchase a knife arch 
for the town. 


Final whistle 




Wo 1 


A 


THE 
ONLY 
READ 
FOR REAL 
FANS 
EVERY 
MONDAY 

To advertise in 
final whistle 
call our 
experienced 
sales team on 
01902 31 31 31 

Express & Star 


MADE TO MEASURE 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 


DISCOUNT FURNITURE & APPLIANCE WAREHOUSE 

No FrLUU - Jo-st CUe&p Price* 


0% Finance on all stock - No Deposit Available 



Prices start from £295 (fitting extra) based on 8ft x 6ft 


• FULLY FITTED SERVICE AVAILABLE 
• DELIVERY OR COLLECTION 


PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION ON: 

07733 896317 / 07914 427519 

Opening Times: Mon & Tues 9am - 4.30pm, Weds CLOSED, 

Thurs 9am - 4.30pm, Fri 9am - 4pm, Sat lOam-lpm, Sun CLOSED 
UNIT 1, Rear of Buxtons on the A34 Between 
I a Cannock and Stafford ST19 5RP 


Montpellier 7kg 
washing machine 

7kg capacity 1200 spin 
speed £299. 

2 year warranty 

£5.71 per week 


Unit 5 Invicta Works, Owen Road, Willenhall WV132PZ 




Opening 


Finance Example 10% deposit balance 0% paid over 1 2 months or 52 weeks. Finance subject to status 

ling Times 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm Saf ' ~ 


FOR NATIONAL 
PET MONTH 
APRIL 2018 


PWpfan 



Veterinary Centre 


^SSojPbs 

2017 


IS YOUR CAT OR DOG’S VACCINE OVERDUE? 

Call 01922 41 1755 to claim your full course of 
2 injections for the price of a single booster. 

Protect or regret... 


tat limy 


Winner 



i Saturday 10am - 2pm Sunday 


PLUS FREE FOR 
ALL NEW CLIENTS 

3 MONTHS FLEA AND 
TICK TREATMENT AT FIRST 
CONSULTATION OR VACCINATION* 
QUOTE: CHRONICLE 
TO REDEEM 


* Cats and dogs only. Clients must be previously 
unregistered with 387 Vets. Offer is for specific 
vet only prescription products. 

Offer limited to one redemption per household 


. thebestof walsall, 


387 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley, Walsall, WS6 6DP 

T: 01922 41 1755 www.387vets.com f 
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Bespoke Hallway Units 
made on premises 


Bespoke Kitchens 
made on premises 


Country Manor Painted Range 
made on premises 


Rutland Painted Range 
made on premises 


Zenn 100% 
Solid Oak Collection 


Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our®l5M shop: 
handcraftedfurnitureuk 

Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, 
Staffordshire WS11 9XG | Tel: 01543 379888 | Email: britanniap@aol.com 
Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; 
Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 


Audition call for 
the Full Monty 



Producer Laura Canadine launches the appeal to 
find men to do the Full Monty 


BILSTON Operatic Company is looking for men to do the 
Full Monty at the Grand Theatre. One round of auditions 
has already been held with more planned for April 16. 

Anyone who wants to hit the stage in the musical can 
head to the auditions at Green Park School, Green Park 
Avenue, Stowlawn. The company is looking for a range of 
men to join the company at initial auditions and then fur¬ 
ther casting auditions will be held to assign roles within 
the production. 

A spokesman said: “To be considered for main parts, you 
will need to be very comfortable with your body; enough to 
perform on stage in your underwear and less.” 

Laura Canadine, producer of The Full Monty - The Mu¬ 
sical said; “this Noda award-winning company has gone 
from strength to strength in recent years” 

The show runs from November 6-12. To audition, con¬ 
tact bilstonoperatic@hotmail.co.uk or call 07798792248. 


Fundraiser 
set to be 
a walk in 
the park 


FUNDRAISERS are stepping up to take part 
in Walsall’s first Walking Festival to raise 
funds to make a difference to patients re¬ 
ceiving palliative care. 

The Walsall Ramblers group has organised the 
borough’s first walking festival for Sunday, June 3, 
to offer a free fun day out for all the family. 


A range of walks are 
featured - from two to 12 
miles to suit all abilities 
and to include a children’s 
activity stroll. All walks will 
start and finish at Walsall 
Arboretum and access for 
wheelchair users has been 
factored in. 

Well Wishers - Walsall 
Healthcare NHS Trust’s 
charity - is encouraging 
participants in Mr Scott’s 
Walk, named after Sir Jo¬ 
seph Scott, a member of the 
Scott family of Great Barr 
Hall. Georgie Westley, fund¬ 
raising manager, said: “We 
are really excited to be part 
of Walsall Ramblers’ first 
Walsall Walking Festival. 

“While this is a 12-mile 
super challenge, we appreci¬ 
ate that not everyone will be 
able to complete the full cir¬ 
cuit so, with the ramblers’ 


By Dayna Farringto n 

help, we have broken the 
walk down into sections.” 

Mr Scott’s Walk follows 
a circular route along the 
Rushall Canal towards Bir¬ 
mingham, then through 
woods and lanes to the top 
of Barr Beacon in time for 
lunch. Walkers will return 
through Cuckoo’s Nook and 
Hayhead Woods, rejoining 
the Rushall canal to Park 
Lime Pits and back to the 
Arboretum. The walk starts 
at 9.30am and takes around 
five hours in total. 

Steve Pierce, of Walsall 
Ramblers group, added: 
“This free family event en¬ 
courages us all to make the 
most of the environment we 
have here in Walsall.” 

For details, visit walsall- 
walkingfestival.co.uk. 



_ A1 Q99 £*| *fl 9C9 www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
ie1, vIvm Ollfeww sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk;, 



INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 































































Top nurse retires after 
four decades in the job 

TRIBUTES have been paid to a top nurse - credited with 
helping to raise standards at a hospital trust - who is retir¬ 
ing after almost four decades in the job. 

Dr Cheryl Etches rose from being a general ward nurse 
to becoming chief nurse and deputy chief executive at The 
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust. 

During her 38 years at the trust, she has been at the fore¬ 
front of innovation with projects involving dementia care 
and infection control. Her hygiene tracking system involv¬ 
ing the trust’s 4,000 staff was praised within the medical 
profession. The trust still holds a record for the longest pe¬ 
riod without an MRSA break-out. Dr Etches, who was chief 
nurse for 13 years, said: “It has always been the people and 
leaders that have kept me at this trust. They are amazing.” 


MP's row 
with police 
boss takes 
new turn 


WALSALL MP Eddie Hughes has accused 
Police Crime Commissioner David Jamieson 
of letting down people in the West Midlands 
during a House of Commons address. 

The Conservative MP for Walsall North has been 
at loggerheads with Labour PCC Mr Jamieson over 
police budgets and station closures. 


Addressing MPs during £ 
police funding, Mr Hughes 
said his constituents de¬ 
served a better service from 
the PCC and accused him of 
dodging scrutiny by failing 
to attend a meeting. 

He also hit out at Mr 
Jamieson for making ‘mis¬ 
leading’ statements over 
the level of Government 
funding for West Midlands 
Police. 

Mr Hughes, who has 
served on the West Midlands 
Police Authority, said his 
relationship with Mr Jamie¬ 
son could best be described 
as ‘strained’ and read out a 
quote from him accusing the 
MP of voting for police cuts 
in Parliament. 

“Personally I think this 
is misleading,” Mr Hughes 
said, adding: “Since I was 
elected nine months ago, I 
have never voted for cuts in 
police funding.” 

He cited figures from the 
House of Commons library 
showing that total direct 
funding for police forces in 
England and Wales would 
increase to more than by 2.5 
per cent over 2018/19. 

“I have been on public re¬ 
cord at meetings in my con¬ 
stituency stating that police 
funding should increase,” he 
added, before criticising Mr 
Jamieson for not turning up 
to a meeting in Willenhall 
in December where funding 
was discussed. 

“He [Mr Jamieson] still 
says he doesn’t have enough 
money despite raising coun¬ 
cil tax,” Mr Hughes said. 

“I’ll continue to fight for 
more police funding for my 


opposition day debate on 



Eddie Hughes 

constituents and our hard 
working police in Willen¬ 
hall and Bloxwich, where I 
think the good people of my 
constituency deserve better 
services from their police 
and crime commissioner.” 

Mr Hughes has been a 
vocal critic of the PCC over 
his plans to close 24 police 
stations in the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

He has also accused him 
of embarking on a ‘politi¬ 
cal crusade’ for repeatedly 
attacking the Government 
over police funding. 

Mr Jamieson maintains 
that the force needs £22m 
over the next year ‘just to 
standstill’, and that increas¬ 
ing council tax would only 
raise £9.5m. 

“There has not been a 
single extra penny of Gov¬ 
ernment funding when you 
take into account inflation”, 
he added, meaning that in 
real terms cuts have been 
inflicted on West Midlands 
Police. 


Park’s movie magic 

A SERIES of drive-in movie experiences will take place 
over the summer. After the success of Grease, the first 
ever drive-in movie at Beacon Park, Lichfield, last year, the 
city council is offering audiences two films in May and two 
more in August. 

The first is the cult British comedy, The Italian Job, 
which will playon May 12. The second will be the much¬ 
loved film Dirty Dancing on May 19. 

The films will play on a giant inflatable screen, and mov¬ 
ie-goers simply need to tune their car radios in to hear the 
soundtrack. 

To find out more, including frequently asked questions, 
visit www. lichfieldhistoricparks. co.uk/drivein 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

.. www.glideandslide.co.uk 

’IIDE OllDE Tel: 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 




EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 


; 

V 




www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 



T FAMILY FOR LtSS 


GOLD 

HEALTHY 

EATING 

AWARD 


Family Run Business Est. in 2000 


ALL DAY & EVERYDAY SPECIALS 


1. SMALL SAUSAGE & CHIPS. 

2. CHIPS + CURRY/GRAVY OR PEAS. 

3. LARGE SAUSAGE & CHIPS. 

4. FISH CAKE & CHIPS. 

5. ROE & CHIPS. 

6. SAVALOY & CHIPS. 

7. 4 CHICKEN NUGGETS & CHIPS. 

8. BATTERED SAUSAGE & CHIPS. 

9. BATTERED BEEF BURGER & CHIPS. 

10. SMALL COD & CHIPS. 

11. ANY PIE OR PASTY & CHIPS. 

12. CHEESE, VEGGIE OR BEEF BURGER & CHIPS .. 

13. CHICKEN FILLET BURGER & CHIPS. 


-LIMITED- 


Thinking of a 
new bathroom? 


T FREE 
ISAUSAGE 


Think you 
can’t 
afford it? 


T NO h. 

UPFRONT ' 
DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED ' 



ERMAID FISH BAR 

23 HIGH STREET, 
WALSALL WOOD WS9 9LR 
Tel: 01543 372095 


WHEN YOU BUY 

PIEOR MINI FISH 
SPECIAL WITH CURRY, 
GRAVY OR PEAS 

Only before 9pm 




We accept card payments 

Opening Times Mon-Sat, including Bank Holidays 11.45am-2pm &4.45pm-11pm, Sun Closed 


GRANITE/QUARTZ 
WORKTOPS LTD 


Stylish... 

Modern... 


High Quality... 




Cutting and polishing service available^ 

^Wide range of worktops comfcetitrgej)frpricedJ 

Free Quotes 
Bespoke... jg 



Let us 
transform 


your 

bathroom 


Trouble getting 
out of the bath? 


BATH OUT 
SHOWER IN 


From £1695 

fully installed. 



TRANSFORM 


Unit I, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall WS5 4AN 

07807 371820 / 01922 646222 


www.granite-worktopsltd.co.uk 

info@granite-worktopsltd.co.uk 


8 Norton Road, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4AY 
T: 01922478723 www.newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 
E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 


SNOUT HEATH 

(Dental 


NEW 

PATIENTS 

WELCOME 


Emergencies seen 
the same day 


Examination to include 
scale and polish £18.50 


You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you 
are in receipt of certain 
benefits, if you have had 
a baby in the last year, if 
you are 18 and in full time 
education or are under 18 


Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 

2 Female dentists - 

Mrs Jane Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

Tooth Whitening - 

New patients welcome 

Cosmetic Dentistry - 

get the smile you always dreamed of 

Implants - replace those missing teeth 

permanently 

Denture Repairs 

Sports Mouth Guards 

White Fillings 

Braces 

Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 



Special Offer on 


Tooth Whitening 


£150 


2A Oaken Drive, Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478893 
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Appointments 

Available 

Immediately 
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DREAM DOORS® 

NEW LIFE FOR YOUR OLD KITCHENS 

For all your kitchen requirements Est.1999 

New Kitchen in days not weeks - 50% Deposit 
50% on Completion - Made to measure kitchen doors - 
1000's of UK happy customers 
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FROM REPLACEMENT DOORS TO FULL KITCHEN INSTALLATIONS 


• FREE Kitchen Design 

• Made to Measure Kitchens 

• Wide Range of Appliances 

• Sink and Taps Combinations 

• Large range of Solid Worktops- 
Quartz-Granite-Corian 


As seen on: 




Call Today for a FREE no obligation Quotation 

01922 455 568 

ws@dreamdoors.co.uk 

14 Beacon Building, 

Leighswood Road, Aldridge WS9 


Checkatrade 

Wmre «cputotKn mrfterv 


Fury at 'rip-off' of fuel 
prices on the motorway 


MOTORISTS in the West Mid¬ 
lands have to pay up to 27p 
more per litre for fuel at mo¬ 
torway services than at near¬ 
by filling stations. 

MPs and taxi firm bosses have 
said more needs to be done to 
tackle the ‘rip-off pricing at mo¬ 
torway fuel monopolies across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire. 

Research by the Chronicle’s sister 
paper, the Express & Star highlights 
a huge gulf between petrol and diesel 
prices on Midlands motorways - of up 
to 27p per litre in some areas. 

It comes as Transport Secretary 
Chris Grayling urged competition reg¬ 
ulators to investigate the UK’s three 
biggest service station operators. 

Monopoly 

And Dudley South MP Mike Wood 
said: “These service stations are 
clearly abusing a monopoly - you just 
need to compare fuel prices at services 
on a motorway compared to some¬ 
where cheaper like Asda next to Junc¬ 
tion 2 of the M5. 

“I can’t see how they can justify get¬ 
ting people to pay 20p more per litre. 

“We need to be looking at the places 
that continue to exploit this monopoly 
to make sure drivers aren’t taken ad¬ 
vantage of.” 

The difference in prices can see fam¬ 
ilies paying out more than £14 extra 
for filling up an average 55-litre car. 

At the BP filling station at Hilton 
Park services on the M6, drivers face 
prices of 139.9p per litre for unleaded 
and 141.9 for diesel. 

However, petrol stations at Asda 
in Cannock and Morrisons in Willen- 
hall - both just three miles away - are 
charging just 112.7p for unleaded 
and 113.7p and 114.7p for diesel re- 



The cost at BP’s Hilton Park site 

spectively. Similarly the BP garage 
at Frankley Services on the M5 has 
fuel priced up at 139.9p for petrol and 
141.9 for diesel. 

But 4.6 miles away at the Asda sta¬ 
tion in Oldbury - just off Junction 2 of 
the same motorway - petrol is 114.7p 
per litre and diesel 116.7p. 

The discrepancy in the prices has 
been dubbed a ‘rip-off’ by a Black 
Country taxi boss who said more 
needs to be done to tackle motorway 
fuel pricing. 


The Morrisons store in Willenhall 

Shaz Saleem, chairman of Dudley 
Private Hire and Taxi Association, 
said: “I think it’s disgraceful, it’s not 
fair on motorists as there is no other 
choice for fuel on the motorways. 

“People are being forced to pay more 
money at the motorway stations - it is 
clearly a rip-off. 

“It needs to be looked at and mon¬ 
itored more closely so people aren’t 
forced to pay out extra. If people are 
paying an additional amount then it is 
basically money for nothing.” 


| £3 MILLION WAREHOUSEI 

CLEARANCE 


80 % 

OFF 


BIG BRAND DENIM &TEES FROM £5 


RV Calvin Klein 

adidas ^ 


CONVERSE’ 



STARTS 9am WEDNESDAY 4 th APRIL 



Bradford Mall, The Saddler Centre, Walsall WS11YS 

tjhughes.co.uk e&oe 

TJ HUGHES 

WK10/18 


Jhe Discount Department Store 
































































Fury at town's ‘no-go zone' as councillor 
calls for more action on yobs by police 



Another part of the park, near which hundreds of homes have been built The bridge, which is a cause of concern 


A PARK has become a no- 
go zone because police have 
failed to tackle anti-social 
behaviour, according to a 
councillor. 

Doug James, who represents 
Darlaston, says parts of Victoria 
Park have become a drink and 
drugs den and is somewhere peo¬ 
ple now choose to avoid. 

He said: “We have got a real issue 
with an area under a bridge which is 
being used as a drink and drug den. 

Concern 

“In the past police and town centre 
management used to move people on 
from the shopping centre and down to 
this area but it’s just causing another 
problem.” 

He added: “There are usually 14 or 
more people drinking and taking drugs 
under the bridge.” 

Around 270 new homes have been 
built near the bridge and Councillor 


James expressed his concern for peo¬ 
ple living in the area. 

He said: “Local people have stopped 
me in the street and said they’re 
scared to go down there. 


“It’s scandalous that we have a 
no-go area in our town.” 

The councillor said he found dis¬ 
carded needles and empty alcohol bot¬ 
tles during a visit to the area earlier 


this week - and vowed to take action 
against what he called the ‘out-of- 
sight, out-of-mind’ policy by police and 
town centre management. 

“It’s my job as a representative to 


tackle this problem,” he said. “I have 
to be reassured that resources are 
going into this. 

“We need to sort this problem out.” 

Walsall Police Supintendent Sue 
Parker added: “I’d like to thank Coun¬ 
cillor James for raising his concerns. 

“His comments have been passed to 
the local neighbourhood team to look 
into. 

“We have not received any calls 
from members of the public since the 
turn of the year reporting concerns 
over drug abuse or anti-social behav¬ 
iour in Victoria Park or the surround¬ 
ing streets. 

“If anyone does have concerns about 
crime of anti-social behaviour in the 
community then we would always 
urge them to pass the information to 
us so we can take action. 

“There are certainly no ‘no-go’ 
areas in Walsall and our officers will 
go wherever they need to in order to 
protect the public and deter crime.” 


School in plan« 
to build block 
for classrooms 

A BLACK Country school’s hierarchy 
is hoping to build a major new exten¬ 
sion block for seven classrooms, three 
food technology rooms and a large din¬ 
ing hall. 

The plans were submitted by George 
Salter Academy, based in West Brom¬ 
wich, to Sandwell Council’s planning 
committee. 

It comes as the school will create an 
extra 250 places for students as the 
borough’s population is rising. 

Sandwell Council has identified that 
an extra 3,500 places are needed by 
2,500. 

The council’s planning committee 
will make a decision on the plans at a 
future date. 

A report submitted to the council 
said: “In order to meet the local au¬ 
thority’s need for secondary school 
places within the borough, from Sep¬ 
tember 2019 George Salter Academy is 
to expand. 

“A high level expansion study was 
commissioned which identified the 
need for a new teaching block to be 
built on the site of the previous tempo¬ 
rary buildings to the south of the main 
building.” 



Scooters, Rise and Recline 
Chairs, Wheelchairs 
and Daily Aids 
Also available 


12 months parts 
and labour included 

01922 478723 

8 Norton Road, Pelsall, 
Walsall WS3 4AY 



TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 
£799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 
UK high street DIY retailer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 




if 


Unit 

• 24 Hour Access as standard 

• CCTV Monitoring 

• Give us a call, we won’t be beaten on price 

Station street, Darlaston, Walsall, WS10 8BW 

I Tel: 0121 526 3999 

Email: walsall@storageking.co.uk 


empire appliances 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS (NEXT TO THE RANGE) 

HUGE NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 



WASHING 

MACHINES DISHWASHERS 


TUMBLE 

DRYERS 


ELECTRIC 

COOKERS 


n 

WASHER 

DRYERS 


CERAMIC HOBS 


ipr 


BUILT IN 
MICROWAVES 



BUILT UNDER 
OVENS 



SINGLE OVENS 


UNDER COUNTER CHEST 

FRIDGES FREEZERS 




BUILT-IN 

COOKER HOODS DOUBLE OVENS 


TABLETOP 

COOKERS 


I ■ 


FRIDGE GAS GAS HOBS 

FREEZERS COOKERS GAS HOBS 


HUGE RANGE COOKER DISPLAY 

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 




empire appliances 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 



Proud supporters of 

*eV> 


Others 


Telephone 
01543 502536 


HUGE FREE CAR PARK 


Unit 3 Venture Centre (Next to the Range Warehouse) 

Green Lane, Cannock, WS11OJJ 

Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
D empireappliances Delivery and Installation available on all appliances 

OPENING TIMES 

MONDAYTO SATURDAY9-6PM SUNDAY 10.30-4.30PM 
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A mugshot of Catherine Legg, right, with her handwritten note 


Isaac Ellery, right, who was sent to the colonies for stealing cushions 


Archives give insight to Victorian criminals 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Tom Oakley 


HAUNTING images of crime sus¬ 
pects arrested more than 160 years 
ago whave been released in a se¬ 
ries of police custody images be¬ 
lieved to be among the oldest of 
their kind. 

The photographs of Isaac Ellery and Cathe¬ 
rine Legge were taken by Birmingham police 
back in the 1850s and are accompanied with 
handwritten notes by the suspected offenders. 


Ellery was convicted in 1853 for stealing ‘gig 
cushions’ and sentenced to seven years ‘trans¬ 
portation’ - a Victorian punishment that saw 
offenders shipped to the colonies to serve sen¬ 
tences abroad. 

But it appears even that failed to change 
his ways as he was convicted again in 1860 


for producing counterfeit coins. Details sur¬ 
rounding the alleged offences of Legge are 
unclear but these images provide a glimpse 
of policing more than a century-and-a-half 
ago - and show how mugshots of suspected 
criminals captured by West Midlands Police 
have changed over the years. 

Marched 

In the early days, officers used Birming¬ 
ham’s Moor Street public office cells and 
prisoners would be marched round to the 


nearby photographic studio and pose for pic¬ 
tures amongst paying customers. 

The force started producing its own pho¬ 
tographs in around 1870 when those being 
held were snapped holding a chalk board 
with their details. 

In 1891 a photographic studio, including a 
dark room, was created in the lock-up offices 
and styles of photos changed. 

There were periods where those arrested 
were asked to put their hands out in front of 
their body; and then in front of a number of 


mirrors giving a number of angles of one per¬ 
son. A spokesman for West Midlands Police 
said: “Over the years, advances in technology 
have seen the introduction of colour, com¬ 
puter databases and different styles... but 
the principle of bringing those convicted of 
offending to justice has remained the same.” 

To find out more about early prisoner pho¬ 
tography follow @WMPHistory on Twitter 
and Instagram, or visit WMPeelers.com. 

Old custody pictures can be found by 
searching the #MugshotMonday hashtag. 


Bus journey 
marks 10th 
year of free 
pass for OAPs 

PENSIONERS celebrated 10 years of 
free bus passes for senior citizens - by 
catching the bus to London. 

To mark a decade since it was intro¬ 
duced, members of the West Midlands 
National Pensioners’ Convention 
travelled to London from Walsall 
using their passes. They eventually 
caught the bus into central London 
to deliver an enormous birthday ‘peti¬ 
tion’ card to 10 Downing Street. 

They were joined there by dele¬ 
gates and supporters from other parts 
of England, and by English MPs and 
peers. The ‘petition’ was handed over 
with the catch line - “On the Tenth 
Anniversary of the England Bus Pass, 
we ask HM Government to pledge to 
retain it unchanged as a universal na¬ 
tional entitlement free at the point of 
use.” 

Walsall transport campaigner 
Councillor Richard Worrall of the Na¬ 
tional Pensioners’ Convention Trans¬ 
port Group, said: “The national bus 
pass is a lifeline for millions of older 
and disabled citizens. Since its intro¬ 
duction 10 years ago, the bus pass has 
been of huge benefit not only to older 
people, but to wider society as well. 

“Every year, older people contrib¬ 
ute more than £10 billion in time and 
skill through volunteering in their 
local communities.” 

Managing Director of bus opera¬ 
tor National Express West Midlands, 
Tom Stables, said: “We know senior 
citizens greatly value the freedom 
and independence their bus pass gives 
them. 

“So in January this year, we intro¬ 
duced a £1 single bus fare for senior 
citizens before their OAP free bus 
pass becomes valid at 9.30am. Don’t 
forget too, that with a bus pass, you 
can take kids - or grandkids - for a 
quid on our buses.” 


Town restaurant in poignant 
painted tribute to tragic James 


A POIGNANT tribute has been paid to Aldridge murder vic¬ 
tim James Brindley with a painting unveiled at a restaurant 
in his home town. Royal Shireens, in High Street, reopened 
its doors last Wednesday evening following a refurbishment. 

It now features a tribute to James. The restaurant’s owners, Mo¬ 
hammed Shuhid Miah and Jay Miah, invited James’ parents Mark and 
Beverley Brindley, as well as Walsall mayor, Councillor Marco Longhi, 
to officially reopen the restaurant. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony took 
place to unveil the portrait tribute - 
which is a painting based on a drawing 
by James’s school friend Sarah Crad¬ 
dock. 

A party for James’ friends and fam¬ 
ily and a candlelit vigil was also held at 
the restaurant the previous weekend, 
to celebrate what would have been his 
27th birthday. 

Budding businessman James was 
on his way home on June 23 last year, 
after meeting friends in Aldridge when 
he was stabbed. Ammar Kahrod, 17, 
was convicted for his murder and was 
given a life sentence, with a minimum 
term of 17 years. 

James’ parents said they were “flat¬ 
tered” by the restaurant’s tribute - 
and they were starting to make plans 
for their own tribute in High Street. 

Mr Brindley said: “We are very flat¬ 
tered. Shireens have really pushed the 
boat out for this tribute in memory 
of James - it gives us a warm feeling. 

James would have turned 27 on March 
17, and we were all looking forward to 
him opening up his own business. 

“The community have been a big 
part of the process for us. We have had 
a lot of support from the community - 
people have contributed to the fund in 
memory of James, there has been a lot 
of activity in the background. 

“We are just taking every day as 



Beverley and Mark Brindley 

it comes, as much as we can. There 
won’t ever be closure for us.” 

Mrs Brindley added: “James was a 
loved man. He embraced everyone and 
would never walk away from anything. 

“We want to look at having a per¬ 
manent memorial here - a garden of 
reflection nearby. We have got to come 
up with ideas first -1 would like some¬ 
thing with water, water is the key to 
life.” 

Royal Shireens owner Mohammed 
Miah said: “James’ death affected us, 
our business and the local people in 
the area. 

“We are unveiling a plaque here - so 
James will be part of our restaurant 
forever.” 


Mayor senses a boost with new garden 


CHILDREN at a Brownhills nursery 
are enjoying a new sensory garden 
which has opened after an 18-month 
project. 

The garden was officially opened at 
Ogley Hay Nursery by Walsall mayor 
Marco Longhi. The ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was attended by the nurs¬ 
ery children, families and staff. 

Councillor Longhi said: “I’m de¬ 
lighted as you can imagine. As mayor 
I undertake a big variety of different 
engagements, but the ones that I find 
the most fun are with children of all 
ages.” 

The whole project has cost around 
£10,000. The aim of the outside area 
is to develop the senses of the children 
from an early age. 

Headteacher Margaret Turley said: 
“We want to put a big emphasis on 
learning outside. 

“This is the final area of the play¬ 
ground, alongside the many things 
we’ve done in the past few years. The 
other things we have are a Teletubby 
hill which is a grass mound with a 
tunnel going through it. Parents have 
supported us, helping build a sand pit 
and a mud kitchen. 

“We also have outside musical in¬ 
struments and have bought stones for 
pathways for the kids to improve their 
hearing senses. 

“There is also a little fairy garden 
for the kids to explore, with toadstools 
which they can sit on. We’re continu¬ 
ing to develop the garden by planting 
more plants, it’s an ongoing thing.” 



Mayor Marco Longhi with Daisy Freeman and nursery assistant Hayley Terry 
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Pupils raise £500 for guide dogs 



Isla, Esmae and Anya with Flora the guide dog who paid a visit to Wilkinson Primary with her owner Carol Trigg 


Lessons on animal magic 
sets youngsters on task 


NURSERY children at a Black 
Country school have raised 
more than £500 to sponsor 
three guide dog puppies. 

Youngsters at Wilkinson Primary 
School took part in a sponsored walk 
around the school’s grounds in Brad¬ 
ley, Bilston, and collected £551.20 for 
the charity Guide Dogs. 

The idea came about after, in their 
lessons, the children were looking at 
how different animals help people. 
They were also watching videos and 
reading about animal charities. 


As part of the project they received 
a visit from Carol Trigg and her guide 
dog Flora - which prompted them to 
launch their fundraising appeal. 

Headteacher at Wilkinson Primary, 
Christina Gibbon, said: “Everyone at 
Wilkinson feels privileged to have met 
Carol and Flora. Hopefully the money 
raised will go a small way to support 
such an amazing charity.” 

Councillor Claire Darke, Wolver¬ 
hampton Council’s cabinet member 
for education, added: “It’s great to 
see nursery children not only learning 
about the importance of guide dogs, 


but also completing a fundraiser which 
will help train up three guide dog pup¬ 
pies - well done to them all.” 

Guide Dogs UK Charity for the 
Blind and Partially Sighted helps raise 
money and awareness so people with 
eyesight impairment can enjoy the 
same freedom of movement as every¬ 
one else. It costs £5 per day to support 
each working guide dog partnership 
and there are about 5,000 guide dog 
owners in the UK. 

The lifetime cost of a guide dog is 
around £55,000. To help further, visit 
guidedogs.org.uk. 



Quality Products 
Great Service 
Low Prices 

Healthcare Seating 
Specialists 

Stairlifts - Rent or Buy 

Scooters - New & Used 

FREE PARKING 



10 The Woodlands 

Short Heath WILLENHALL WV12 5ND 



01922 400344 
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COMFORT BEDS 

Established family business for over 20 years 


Huge Savings on all leading brands 
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• KINGSIZE FOR PRICE OF DOUBLE ON SELECTED 
ESSES 


METAL BEDSTEAD CREAM OR SILVER 

SINGLE WAS £99 NOW ONLY £59 
DOUBLE OR 3/4 WAS £149 NOW ONLY £79 


GLITZ SLEIGH BED 

DOUBLE WAS £799 NOW ONLY £399 KINGSIZE WAS £899 NOW ONLY £499 
SUPERKING WAS £999 NOW ONLY £499 _ 




20% OFF ALL SILENTNIGHT BEDS AND MATTRESSES 


FABRIC OTTOMAN BEDSTEAD 

DOUBLE OR 3/4 WAS £599 NOW ONLY £259 
KINGSIZE WAS £649 NOW ONLY £299 


1000 POCKET SPRING CHIR0PEDIC MATTRESS 

DOUBLE OR 3/4 WAS £299 NOW ONLY £199 
KINGSIZE WAS £349 NOW ONLY £229 


Huge choice of mattresses and beds in stock for immediate delivery or collection • FREE delivery in this area • Disposal of old bed • Set up service available 


WALSALL SHOWROOM 

Jubilee House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AH (Next to Barons Court Hotel) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm 

01543 529146 



Ml 


SUTTON COLDFIELD SHOWROOM 

51 Birmingham Road, Sutton Coldfi eld B72 1QF (By the Empire Cinema) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon - Sat: 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday: 11.00am - 4.00pm 

0121 355 5390 


WWW.COMFORTBEDS.CO.uk • INFO@COMFORTBEDS.CO.UK 
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USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
■ Long Safety Side Handles and roof windows. 


All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


GOALJi — 

THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 

Express & Star FMal Vlfttl 


Blowing 
in for fun 
at centre 



Captain Calamity with his balloons 

A ‘BALLOONOLOGIST’ will be vis¬ 
iting a Walsall shopping to entertain 
youngsters tomorrow, Friday. 

The award-winning children’s en¬ 
tertainer Dov Citron, aka Captain 
Calamity, will be at Old Square shop¬ 
ping centre where he weill be per¬ 
forming three comedy shows. 

The performances take place at 
11am, 12.30pm and 2.15pm. 

Each 30 minute interactive show 
will feature jokes, dancing, balloon 
making and tricks. 

Youngsters will be encouraged to 
join in throughout the performance. 

For the finale, he will attempt to 
climb into a giant six-foot balloon. 

Balloon twisters the Inflate-a- 
Belles will be there to make creations 
for youngsters. There will also be free 
face painting and walkabouts from 
the colourful Rainbow Girls. 

Linda Brawn, Old Square manager, 
said: “Families are in for a real treat 
at our Easter holiday event. Captain 
Calamity’s balloon show is sure to be 
a real hit with youngsters.” 

Captain Calamity was part of the 
British duo who broke the Guinness 
World Record in 2017 for the number 
of foam pies thrown in the face. 


Jane in marathon 
task to continue 
Stephen's legacy 


THE mother of Stephen Sutton is 
making her final preparations as one 
of the runners in the Wolverhampton 
‘bobsled team’ in this year’s London 
Marathon. 

Burntwood teenager Stephen raised millions 
of pounds for Teenage Cancer Trust after cre¬ 
ating a bucket list of 46 activities he wanted to 
complete following his incurable cancer diagnosis 
in 2012. 

He died in May 2014, aged 19, but his mother 
Jane is continuing his fundraising legacy. She 
completed her first 26-miler in 2015, fulfilling a 
promise made to her son after they watched his 
best friend complete the previous year’s London 
Marathon, just weeks before Stephen died. 

She said: “I had no intention of participating 
in another marathon. The training absorbs your 
life for many months and impacts on your daily 
routine and those closest to you. 

“However, when the Wolverhampton bobsled 
team invited me to join them at the start of 2017, 
as they wanted to support Stephen’s Story and 
continue Stephen’s legacy by raising money for 
Teenage Cancer Trust, I could hardly turn down 
that opportunity 

“Coupled with the fact that Teenage Cancer 
Trust is the official 2018 Virgin Money London 
Marathon Charity, all the ingredients had been 
neatly arranged so all I had to agree to, was to 
prepare my mind and body to tackle the 26.2 
miles albeit this time running in a Jamaican 
Bobsled kit and in the middle of a 15ft replica 
bobsled.” 

She added: “The Wolverhampton Bobsled 
Team and I completed seven events last year and 
I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

“The bobsled team members and their families 



Jane Sutton in her bobsled running gear 

have already given up so much of their time to 
continue Stephen’s legacy and I’m honoured to 
be participating alongside them as a member of 
their team.” 

Jane, who will be putting on her running 
shoes for the big marathon on April 22, added: 
“We’re not setting out to achieve any records 
in London but we are looking to raise at least 
£10,000 for Teenage Cancer Trustcoinciden- 
tally the same figure Stephen set as no.l on his 
bucket list - and he spectacularly failed in that 
objective as the figure now stands in excess of 
£5.7 million!” 

To donate, go to uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ 
WolverhamptonBobsledJaneSutton 


Hundreds 
of homeless 
charged on 
vagrancy 

MORE than 700 homeless people 
have been dragged before courts in 
the West Midlands over the last four 
years for rough sleeping. 

New figures show the region has 
the second highest rate in the coun¬ 
try when it comes to enforcing a cen¬ 
turies-old law which bans vagrancy. 

Across the West Midlands 739 peo¬ 
ple were arrested and charged under 
the legislation - the second highest 
outside London. 

It comes as the Lib Dems called for 
the repeal of the Vagrancy Act, which 
dates back to the time of King George 
IV. Since 2014 in England and Wales, 
7,688 people have been taken to court 
for being homeless. 

A total of 2,278 people were ar¬ 
rested by the Metropolitan Police, 
520 by Greater Manchester Police, 
448 in Northumbria and 689 by Mer¬ 
seyside Police. 

Lib Dem MP Layla Moran has 
called on the Prime Minister to con¬ 
sign the ‘heartless, Dickensian law to 
the history books’. 

“It is appalling that thousands of 
people every year are being arrested 
using an archaic and outdated law de¬ 
signed to deal with the aftermath of 
the Napoleonic wars, rather than the 
realities of homelessness in the 21st 
century,” she said. 

In Wolverhampton the number of 
people seeking help with accommo¬ 
dation rose from 1,326 in 2015/16 to 
1,700 in 2016/17. 

On an average night in 2017 there 
were 23 people sleeping on the city’s 
streets. 

Nick Machnik-Foster, a Lib Dem 
campaigner in the Black Country, 
said: “Recently, we temperatures 
well below freezing and snow coming 
down. This has to be one of the most 
unforgiving times to be homeless in 
the Black Country.” 




Coronation Street 

Walk the Cobbles 

Departing Sunday 3 Jun 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ 90 minute guided set and studio tour of 
Coronation Street followed by free time 

✓ En-route visit to Chester 


The Royal Scot Steam Train 

& the Railway Children 

Departing Sunday 24 Jun 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Royal Scot steam train journey on the Keighley 
& Worth Valley Railway 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 140 


The Tina Turner Musical 

Nobody ever did storming, stropping, gyrating rock goddess like Tina Turner, officially one of the best-selling female artists in 
history, whose rasping power vocal, tempestuous personal life and sheer survival instinct were just begging to be turned into 
a rock opera. 

Well now it has been, in a show written by Olivier award-winning playwright Katori Hall and directed by the internationally 
acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd, and you can see it erupt onto the stage at London's Aldwych Theatre. With coach travel, hotel 
accommodation and free time in London, this isn't just a great deal - it's Simply the Best! 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days By Coach - Matinee 

Departing Saturday 12 May 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London hotel with dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ The Tina Turner Musical theatre ticket - Grand Circle (matinee performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


only 

£ 149 




AISO AVdMclblG on this package and date 
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2 Days 

By Coach 

only 

£139 

(Ml 

fv 

2 Days 

By Coach 

only 

£119 

ft ;;;CTA 

2 Days 

By Coach 

only 

£129 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties 
are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions 
excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


S& 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit online at: 


5 'call: 03300 130 051 Quote OMRT 

omegabreaks.com/RT minutes packages oth 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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bpring bale 

Hurry Extra Discounts off oil sole prices 
is now in its Finol Week! 

At Cousins' the Spring Sale means up to half price savings throughout 
the stores, including our fabulous new collections of furniture, carpets, beds, 
homewares and much more, plus all the famous brand names. 

Buy today, pay nothing until next year, no deposit, interest free! 



ousins 


Established 1985 




Parker Knoll 


iHALO □! nmn 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


n u * r s r a O crco ! 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2019 on the date specified at the time 
of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only 
available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 15.04.18. See website for Price Promise details. 



^ FREE PARKING 2018 

Our price promise INSTORE RESTAURANT 
to you, we won t be LARGE STOCKS 

ea en on price. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY fee *° 
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Come and 
visit our 

MEGA 
STORE 





Apsley 3 Seater Sofa with 2 Manual Recliner Actions 

Was £2165, Now £999, Save £1166 

Unit 1 Gallagher Retail Park, Axletree Way, 
Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 9QY, 01215 055 722 


Previous price applied Prom 07/03/18 fco 22/03/18. Intervening prices may apply. Delivery charges apply. Image Por illustration purposes only. Credit 
is available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over. SteinhoPP UK Retail Limited trading as Harveys acts as a credit broker and not as a 
lender, their registered oPPice is Festival House, Jessop Avenue, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL50 3SH. Credit is provided by Creation Consumer 
Finance Ltd (Chadwick House, Blenheim Court, Solihull B91 2AA), is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


o@oo 

harveysfurniture.co.uk 
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Your Local Discount 


Carpet 

©ARPETS DIRECT 

» P 

Carpets Direct 2U is owned by Robert 
and Mandy Freeman, and their son 
Richard. The Freeman family have 
been serving customers throughout 
the Walsall and West Midlands area 
for four generations. Their years of 
retail experience have helped them 
to identify a niche in the market and 
come up with an idea that allows 
them to buy and sell carpets to the 
public at discounted prices. 

Carpets Direct 2U is easily accessible 
to everyone in the area with retail 
premises in Aldridge and Pelsall and a 
huge warehouse in Norton Canes which 
is open to the public and has thousands 
of rolls in stock ready for customers to 
take away. Most recently, Carpets Direct 
2U is proud to have opened a new 
retail store at 10 Cannock Road, Swan 
Island, Burntwood where the family look 
forward to serving both existing and 
new customers in Burntwood and the 
surrounding areas. 

Carpets Direct 2U has established 
a reputation for providing customers 
with good service and quality floor 
coverings, priced to suit everyone’s 
pocket. 


Store 

Great Value Great Quality 

So how do they do it? Generally, 
when buying a carpet to fit your room, 
this price will include other costs such 
as storage and distribution by the 
stockist. Carpets Direct 2U buy and 
sell in a different way. In simple terms 
they buy full rolls of carpet in bulk direct 
from the supplier, then cut them into 
standard room sizes and hold the stock 
themselves at their warehouse in Norton 
Canes. The savings they make are then 
passed Direct 2U. Discounts apply to 
all ranges. In addition to the vast range 
of stock they hold, they have hundreds 
of pattern and sample books to browse 
through in their showrooms or, you can 
take away samples to check and match 
against your individual colour scheme 
in the comfort of your own home. 



Vinyls 

The vinyl selection is endless at prices 
to suit everyone. In the store they stock 
remnants of all sizes: 2,3 and 4 metre 
widths with discounts of up to 75% 
off normal cut length prices. Any time 
of the day, every day you can go to 
Carpets Direct 2U and buy a cut-price 
piece of vinyl, 2m x 2m for £25. 

If you want a particular range or you 
don’t see what you’re looking for, you 
can order just what you want from a 
number of sample books and normally 
get it delivered the very next day. 

Fitting Service 

Carpets Direct 2U offer a fully 
comprehensive fitting service, provided 
by a team of self employed professional 
fitters with vast experience in the 
flooring industry. If you require underlay 
Carpets Direct 2U stock a variety and 
sell it at discounted roll prices, which is 
half the normal cut length price. 

Everyone’s tastes are different whether 
it be 100% wool carpets or 100% 
polypropylene stain resistant carpets. 
The one thing every customer wants 
is quality carpets at the best possible 
price and that’s what we give at Carpets 
Direct 2U. ” adds Robert. 

Measuring Service 

Carpets Direct 2U offer a free no 
obligation measuring service and are 
happy to provide written insurance 
quotations on request. 


RU©S DIRECT 

Rugs 

Whilst you can find a great selection of 
rugs in store, you can also shop online 
at vvww.rugsdirect2u.co.uk or order 
over the telephone on 08454 501221. 
Rugs Direct 2U offer quality rugs at 
the lowest prices. They have rugs to 
suit all tastes and budgets from retro 
designs to timeless classic styles from 
their traditional collections. They offer 
a wide variety of colours in materials 
ranging from luxurious wool to durable 
manmade fibres. 

Customer Satisfaction 

Carpets Direct 2U/Rugs Direct 2U are 
delighted to have been voted ‘Most 
Loved Carpet & Rugs Business in 
the UK’ (as voted for by local people) 
for the sixth year running. See what 
customers have to say about their 
service and products on the Best of 
Walsall website Log onto the Best of 
Walsall website to read the numerous 
testimonials and see for yourself why 
Carpets Direct 2U and Rugs Direct 2U 




are so highly recommended as UK’s 
most loved carpet and rugs business, 
an accolade they are 
proud of. 

Sincere thanks to all 
customers, old and new, 
for taking time to forward 
your recommendations. 

• Web: www.rugsdirect2u.co.uk 

• Email: info@rugsdirect2u.co.uk 







your local family run discount carpet store 

Visit your local Carpets Direct 2U 
stores at 4 convenient locations 

This is what customers say... 

“Fantastic carpet shop” - Louise R 
“Great quality carpet” - Clare S 

“Excellent service, excellent fitting, friendly staff” - Suzanne W 




RU©S DIRECT 

,H Walsall's premier rug stockist! 

Visit our 34 hour online *lore 

N www.rugsdirect2uxo.uk 
Visit the hope showroom at our Pelsall 
store for a vast selection of rugs 


♦> 


♦> ♦:* 
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countdown 


Quidco Q 


1000’s of 
room sized 
carpets & vinyls 
up to 50% off 




29 HIGH STREET, 
PELSALL, WALSALL 
WS3 4 LX 
OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
TEL: 01922 691555 


Free measuring 
service, no obligation, 
professional fitting 
service 


UNITS 1+2 NORTON CANES 
BUSINESS PARK, 
NORTON GREEN LANE 
WS11 9SS 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
MON-SAT 

TEL: 01543 277775 




1 ANCHOR ROAD, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL 
WS9 8PT 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
SUN 10AM -4PM 
TEL: 01922 456457 


1000’s of quality 
rugs to choose from 



10 CANNOCK ROAD, 
BURNTWOOD 
WS7 OBJ 
OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
TEL: 01543 672025 


1000’s of room size 



remnants 
to take 


away 

today 


www.carpetsdirect2u.co.uk 


® twitter.com/ 

carpetsdirect2u 


www.facebook.com/ 

carpetsdirect2u 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Lumbros Back 
Support Belt 



The world’s leading professor 
in Spinal BioMechanics has 
developed BioFeedbac™ 
technology. 35 years of clinical 
research has resulted in the 
Lumbros posture correction belt 
- proven in clinical trials to correct 
poor posture, reduce back pain 
and prevent further back damage. 
Using specially designed sensory 
pads either side of the spinal 
column, your back muscles are 
stimulated to be automatically 
corrected to their most natural 
position. 

So discreet it can be worn under 
clothing day or night and the 
unisex design makes it perfect for 
both men and women. Fits waist 
size from 22” up to 55”. Measures 
six inches at deepest point. 

D8646 Back Support Belt 




Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Effectively target muscle aches or stiffness in your neck and shoulders with this powerful massager, which even 
includes a gentle infrared heat option to help further ease those aching muscles. 

It uses rotating heads that will knead your neck and shoulders and can reverse direction to give you a deep 
shiatsu massage. It can be powered either through a mains socket or via the 12V car adaptor. Wipe clean only. 
Measures L53.2 x W40.5 x H18 cm. 

It is recommended that if you use a pacemaker or have any concerns regarding your health that you consult with 
your GP prior to using this massager. 

D8927 Shiatsu Neck and Shoulder Massager 


Shiatsu Neck and Shoulder Massager I video' fsl 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 


Copper-lined Thermal 
Joint Supports 


Only £13.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


These elasticated therapeutic copper 
thermal joint supports provide insulation Mitten 
to the joint for gentle warmth and 
comfort. 

They are manufactured with real copper 
thread, which for centuries has been 
used to stimulate circulation and ease 
stiffness and pain. 

The supports will not restrict movement 
as the copper is combined in such a 
way that flexibility is not diminished, 
and they can be hand washed at a low 
temperature so they can be worn again 
and again. 

Sizes available: S/M and L/XL. Mitten: 

S/M is suitable for a wrist measurement 
between 5.5 and 7 inches and L/XL 
between 7 and 8.5 inches. 

Knee support: S/M is suitable for knees 
between 10 and 13.5 inches and L/XL 
between 13.5 and 17.5 inches. 

Ankle support: S/M is suitable for 
ankles between 6 and 10 inches and U 
XL between 10 and 13.5 inches. 

D2407 Mitten 
D2409 Knee 
D2410 Ankle 






Reducing the risk of deep vein thrombosis, these 
compression socks are a must for long journeys, 
during exercise, sitting for long periods, or for 
those at risk due to other conditions. 

Designed to apply pressure to the lower leg, they 
help to maintain blood flow whilst reducing 
discomfort and swelling. They are suitable for 
diabetes sufferers and also offer enhanced 
recovery after exercise, improved muscle 
oxygenation, reduced lower limb fatigue and 
reduced muscle oscillation. 

Available in black and supplied as a pack of two. 
Compression 13-15 MMFIG. 

Sizes: small (4-6), medium (6.5-7.5), large (8-10.5) 
and extra-large (11-13). 

C239 Compression Socks Twin Pack 


Fland linked seamless toe 


Knee 

height 


^Better 


Compression 
Socks Twin Pack 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 81972 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 25th December 2017 - 25th March 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (81972), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

Address_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ 

My card number is: 


_ Postcode_ 

_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No 


i i i i im~ni i i i in i i ii i i i sm/m a?m/m a rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


CODE(S) 


SIZE 


PRICE 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Scilly Isles & Ere 

Items marked 

Items marked 

«PH 

Items maiked 

£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£6.95“ 

£9.95“ 

£14.95“ 


QTY 


TOTAL 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


**Due to product weight and courier limitations we 
are unable to deliver outside mainland UK, to Scot¬ 
tish Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range of express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 
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ITALIANO RISTORANTE 


LIVE INSTRUMENTAL 
J] MUSIC AT DA VINCIS 

Live music bringing that 
classic european feel 

Friday 6lh April from 7pm 

3 course meal 
Set Menu 
glass of fizz 
KE24.95 

Ticket Only Event Book Now 
Last few tickets available 

1-3 Anchor Parade, Anchor Rd, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8QP 

TEL: 01922457128 

www.davincisrestaurant.co.uk 


^aLcLcllj. 20th ClpAU 


Tickets £20 includes j 
Afternoon Tea 


jAidc 

Uf 11th may 

f 




_ 

_ Tickets £20 | 


J Monday Night Bingo 1 

+ Thursday Night Rock N Roll 50’s 60’s 70’s § 


Olde Hall Lane, Great Wyrley, West Midlands WS6 6LL 

Tel:01922 417271 


The New Art Gallery Walsall Great for all the family 



• Fun, free and buggy friendly 

• Explore and learn together in 
THE FAMILY GALLERY 

• Family workshops throughout 
the year 

• Family interactives around 
the gallery 

• Family friendly Costa on the ground floor 

• Near to M6 

• Free admission 

What are you waiting for, visit today! 



m 

FAMILY GALLERY 

IQQI, I • • M4* 

Tuesday - Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 12noon-4pm 
Closed Mondays and Bank Holidays 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, Gallery Square, 
Walsall WS2 8LG • 01922 654400 
thenewartaallervwalsall.ora.uk 
V Walsall Count lO ££SST" 
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Ticket 



.To advertise in 
this space 

please call 

Sharon Oscar 01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner 01543 465333 


DANCE PARTY 

U.K.’s ORIGINAL MONTHLY NIGHT 
OUT FOR THE OVER 30’s 40’s 50’s 60’s 

PAVILION SUITE 

MOOR LANE off A453 COLLEGE RD, 
BIRMINGHAM B 67 AA Keep for Ref 

GREAT VENUE * GOOD MUSIC YOU CAN RELATE TO 

- MOTOWN 


SOUL 

feo’s 70’S 80’s CLASSICS 

FRI 27 APR 
FRI 25 MAY 
FRI 22 JUNE 
FRI 20 •JULY 


CLUB 


CLASSICS 



S COLLARED SHIRTS - NO TEE SHIRTS or TRAINERS 1 
o.uk LUV2MINGLE 07860 578708 

L,9 ‘til lam last adm 11pm. FRIENDLY POPULAR NIGHT OUtJ 
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Two Brilliant Plant Fairs 


Middleton Hall 

Tamworth B78 2AE 

Sunday 8 th April 10am - 4pm 
£2.00 for gardens, hall and fair 


Sandwell 


Valley 

West Bromwich B71 4BG 


Park 


Saturday 14 th April 10am - 4pm 
Free entry to country park & fair (p&d parking) 


Nerina's about to Stay Lucky 


Don’t get Nerina Pallot started. The self- 
confessed grump, voracious reader and 
voracious writer - and very occasionally 
voracious drinker - will tell it like it is. Albeit 
with some wit, a ready smile and not a little 
panache. 

The Brit-nominated singer/songwriter has written 
for the likes of Kylie Minogue and a fistful of X Factor 
hopefuls: “I can’t say Kylie wasn’t good money - it was. 
But I only saw it as a means to an end: funding my own 
records. But after a while it became so soul-destroying. 
Not necessarily for me, but because of all these young 
artists - they’re being filled with all this hope. And you 
know that unless the second single goes, it’s over for 
them. I saw that time and time again. I don’t want to be 
a part of that. It’s grim.” 

She’s no longer a fan of co-writing: “I’ll never do it 
again for love or money. I’m actually really down on 
people who co-write.” 

And she’s also got more chips on her shoulder 
than McCain about the way her first two albums were 
marketed. “Very pop, very mainstream, and it was all 
about being nice. A journalist said: ‘Her hair is too 
glossy to take her seriously.’ I hated it at the time but 
she was right! Although, to be honest, it is nice to see 
yourself looking pretty.” 

GREATEST 

She has no time for pop superstars, like Taylor Swift. 
“Taylor Swift could make the greatest record of all time. 
But it’s too late - she’s TAYLOR.” 

And so meet Nerina Pallot, a smart artist who talks 
straight and writes beautifully. Her new album is Stay 
Lucky. It’s her sixth, and she’s releasing it at the age of 
43. The Jersey-born, London-based musician played 
her first gig in 1995, which means she’s been doing 
this for 22 years. Is she bothered about any of those 
numbers? What do you think? 

“I’ve only now just got a handle on things. I don’t 
know why we have this massive issue with age.” 

Nerina wrote Stay Lucky and played guitar and piano 
and synths and percussion on it. She produced it, 
and, after relationships with three different major 
labels, is releasing it on her own label, Idaho 
Records. “That’s allowed me to be free,” 
she notes, stating the happy obvious. 

“When I think about why I went pop on 
my third album [2009’s The Graduate] 

- which was a disaster for me; I lost a 
lot of fans - it was because my label 
were breathing down my neck after the ] 
second one,” Nerina says of 2005’s 
Fires. It sold 100,000 copies and 
earned her Brit and Ivor Novello 
award nominations. “They were 
telling me it should have sold 
10 million, if only it had had 
a radio single. So what that 
led to was me trying to do 
that - and then doing stuff with 
Kylie.” 

Nerina wrote two songs, one 
of them the title track, for Kylie’s 
2010 album Aphrodite. She 
admits that that experience, plus 
spells writing with Linda Perry 
(Christina Aguilera’s Beautiful) 
and Rob Davis (Minogue’s Can’t 
Get You Out Of My Head), helped 
Pallot improve her chorus-writing 
skills. “But that didn’t translate to a 
radio single for me. ’Cause my heart 
wasn’t in it. ’Cause that’s not who I 
am.” 

So, now that she’s free, she can 
“indulge herself.” This meant a year of 
EPs, released one a month in 2014 - and 
it means, further down the line from Stay 
Lucky, more new songs that are “way 
more out-there - there’s one that’s a bit Roy 
Ayers. Actually, that might make this album . 

. . But I will only do what I want to do. And as 
long as I can keep living, I won’t stop.” 

Stay Lucky was recorded over two productive 
weekends in London’s legendary RAK 
studios. The speed belies the lovely, unhurried 
expansiveness of an album that is, truly and 
deeply, her most personal, most warmly emotional 
album yet. 

Even as she led from the front, it’s also her most 
collaborative record. Nerina was aided, abetted 
and enriched by a thrillingly diverse selection of 
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musicians. The 


players include 
three members 

/ non’t qp\/ K\/Hp 

of Michael 

Kiwanuka’s 
touring band, 

Steve Pringle 
(keyboards), Alex 
Bonfanti (bass) 

1 Udl 1 i ody i\yilc 

wasn’t good 

and Lewis Wright 
(drums, vibes), 
with the latter 
taking time out from 
his other day-job, 

money - it was 


as a member of 
acclaimed young 
British jazz quartet 
Empirical. The 
backing vocalists 
are Markus Feehily 
(ex-Westlife) and Rod 
Thomas (aka Bright 
Light Bright Light). 

The bulk of the string 
arrangements are by Sally 
Herbert (Florence & The 
Machine, Bat For Lashes), 
who’s worked on all of Pallot’s 
{ albums. The brass arranger 
| is Noel Langley, probably 
the most respected British 
jazz trumpeter, as Radiohead 
would attest. Finally, Bernard 
Butler (who co-produced her 
, fourth album Year of the Wolf) 


plays guitar on three tracks. As Nerina notes typically 
pithily: “I’ve basically made a totally muso record, which 
is a great or terrible thing depending on how you feel 
about six-minute songs and sax solos. 

“I feel like I’ve got the best career ’cause I’ve never 
had enough success for it to be demanded that I do the 
same thing over and over again. I would go completely 
mental having to do the same successful record again. 
I’d never be able to move on. I like so much music, and 
I love new music. Last year it was the BadBadNotGood 
record - I was just relieved that fusion is allowed now 
- I was a massive fusion fan as a teenager. And also 
Thundercat - I’m like, great, we can have sax solos 
again! Which is why a sax solo is the last thing I have to 
add to Stay Lucky before it’s totally done ...” 

Nerina headlines Birmingham’s Glee Club on 
Monday. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see 
The Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

Andy Richardson 


www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 





























“hey've got Everything 
Everything going for them 


With a top 10 album, plus performances at 
both Glastonbury and Reading and Leeds 
last summer, it’s safe to say Everything 
Everything had a monumental 2017. 

This year already looks set to be better with a huge 
UK tour that sees them playing their biggest headline 
shows to date. Some dates were hit by the early March 
snow, hence the band’s rescheduled concert next 
Thursday, April 12, at Birmingham’s 02 Academy. 

The Mercury Music Prize-nominated indie rockers 
have released four albums to date - 2010’s Man Alive, 
2013’s Arc, 2015’s Get To Heaven and 2017’s A Fever 
Dream. In addition to a Mercury Music Prize shortlist, 
they have received three nominations for the Ivor 
Novel I o Award. 


A Fever Dream was their biggest success to date 
and just as politically-charged as its predecessor, Get 
To Heaven. Singer Jonathan Higgs, from Tyneside, 
says: “It feels like the right thing to do: the right record 
to have made and the right way to react to the last 
couple of years. We didn’t want to repeat ourselves, we 
didn’t want to drastically go against what we’d done.” 

Other key gigs include indie rockers The Vaccines 
with the up-and-coming Dream Wife at the 02 
Academy on Saturday, the same night that ID’s Harry 
Styles plays the Genting Arena at the NEC. 

Britain’s Got Talent winner Tokio Myers, who has 
just reworked Jerusalem for England’s Commonwealth 
Games squad, is at the 02 Institute on Sunday, when 
rapper Macklemore plays the 02 Academy. 


A psychological 
Turn Of The Screw wfl 

i ■ . 


A NEW adaptation of the 
terrifying Henry James 
ghost story Turn Of The 
Screw brings chills to 
Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 14. 

Set in 1840, it tells of a governess 
who agrees to look after two 
orphans, a boy and a girl, at 
seemingly idyllic country house, 

Bly. But she soon realises that they 
are being manipulated by ghosts of 
Bly’s troubled past and is prepared 
to go to extremes to save the 
children from malign influence. Is 


this the supernatural at work or the 
delusions of a damaged mind? 

Carli Norris, pictured, from TV’s 
EastEnders and Hollyoaks, plays 
the tormented Governess. 

Dermot McLaughlin, who 
produces this touring play with 
Mercury Theatre Colchester and 
Wolverhampton Grand, says: “I was 
inspired by the success of the stage 
adaptation of Susan Hill’s much¬ 
loved novel The Woman in Black 
and, in researching the debt that 
Hill’s novel owes to Henry James, I 
got lost in the intriguing world of Bly 
and the Governess’s psyche. 

“I found Turn of the Screw a 
compelling story with fascinating 


female 

characters. 

The context of this troubled woman 
committing to paper her terrifying 
and inexplicable experiences so 
long after the event was intriguing 
and moving. That psychology 
seemed very interesting dramatic 
territory.” 

Tim Luscombe’s adaptation 
signals the passage of time in a 
surprising way whilst true to the 
story. Turn of the Screw has been 
much debated since its publication 
in 1898. It was made into 1961 
film The Innocents with Deborah 
Kerr and inspired Nicole Kidman 
haunted house movie The Others. 


Love on the rock 
for young gangster 

It’s been described as Romeo 
and Juliet meets Peaky 
Blinders, a new adapation 
of Graham Greene’s 
novel Brighton Rock has 
been adapted for the 
stage by Bryony Lavery. 

Brighton Rock tells the 
story of two 17-year-olds, 
gangster Pinkie and his 
girl Rose, played by Jacob 
James Beswick and Sarah 
Middleton, pictured. The formidable Ida (Gloria 
Onitiri) is not prepared to let anyone get away 
with murder. It is staged at Birmingham Rep from 
Tuesday to Saturday, April 14. 


Thee Hypnotics are 
roaring back to action 

Hell-raising 1990s rockers Thee Hypnotics are 
back with a heavyweight coloured vinyl anthology 
boxed set, Righteously Recharged, and a Brum gig 
tomorrow night (Friday) as part of a 15-date UK tour. 
Jim Jones (vocals) and Ray Hanson (guitar) will 
be joined by Jeremy Cottingham (bass) and Phil 
Smith (drums) at the Hare and Hounds in Kings 
Heath. Known for their savage blend of garage rock 
and psychedelia, Thee Hypnotics garnered a cult 
following from 1987 onwards after supporting The 
Damned, The Cramps, The Black Crowes and The 
Cult. But the story nearly ended in tragedy in 1990 
when the group’s tour bus was hit by a drunk driver 
after a gig at Prince’s club in Minneapolis. The band, 
who came from High Wycombe, split in 1999 and 
singer Jones went on to front the Jim Jones Revue. 
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See our refurbished Charter Suite fully dressed for a wedding, plus NEW for 
2018, see our Sunken Garden which is now available for outdoor ceremonies. 
Wander the grounds, view our rooms and leisure facilities, chat to our 
experienced Wedding Team and take advantage of exclusive offers. 


Refurbished Rooms 


Outdoor Weddings 


■ 

Exclusive Offers 


FREE ENTRY - VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REGISTER 

Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield B75 6LN 
T: 0121 308 3751 www.moorhallhotel.co.uk 
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Troy: Fall of a City 
(BBC1,9.10pm) 

The Trojans are stunned to 
discover a deserted Greek 
camp, and all that remains on 
the beach is an offering to the 
gods in the form of a large, 
wooden horse. With the war 
finally over, the celebrations 
can begin, but are they 
premature? The final episode of 
David Farr's Ancient Greek 
adventure, retelling the legend 
of the Trojan War from the 
perspective of a family at the 
heart of the conflict. Starring 
Bella Dayne, Louis Hunter, 

David Threlfall, Frances 
O'Connor, Chloe Pirrie, Joseph 
Mawle, Jonas Armstrong, 
Waldemar Schultz, Aimee-Ffion 
Edwards, Johnny Harris, David 
Avery, Alfred Enoch, Christiaan 
Schoombie, Chris Fisher and 
Amy Louise Wilson. Last in the 
series. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Live swimming, track 
cycling and netball coverage from 
Queensland. 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Golf: The 
Masters Highlights. 2.15 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Jason Mohammad 
presents highlights of day three. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.15 A Question of Sport. 

(R) 5.45 Doodlebugs. 

6.00 Ready or Not. Game show 

featuring unsuspecting members 
of the public who face surprise 
challenges while going about their 
daily lives. Paddy McGuinness 
provides the commentary. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a writers’ special of the 
general knowledge quiz, featuring 
Charlie Higson, Sally Gardner, Fern 
Britton, Jilly Cooper and Martina 
Cole. 

7.40 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
presents the game show in which 
two pairs of complete strangers 
team up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. 

8.20 Casualty. Ethan treats a pregnant 
woman who was rushed to the ED 
after her waters broke at a bus 
stop. Sam admits to lain that she 
is worried about Dylan’s 
alcoholism, and wants to help him. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. The Trojans 
are stunned to discover a 
deserted Greek camp, and all that 
remains on the beach is an 
offering to the gods in the form of 
a large, wooden horse. Last in the 
series. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City v 
Manchester United at the Etihad 
Stadium and Everton v Liverpool 
atGoodison Park. 

11.55 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 

Chalmers introduces live coverage 
on day four of the Games in 
Queensland, with swimming, 
boxing and hockey some of the 
standout sports on today’s 
schedule. 

4.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. 
Further live coverage of day four in 
Queensland. 


BBC2 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Hazel 
Irvine introduces live coverage of the 
third day in Queensland, with artistic 
gymnastics, netball and track cycling 
among the sports taking place. 10.00 
Robot Wars. (R) 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Clare Balding presents live 
coverage as day three of the Games 
reaches its conclusion with swimming 
medals up for grabs in the women’s 
200m breaststroke and 4x200m freestyle 
relay. 2.15 MasterChef. (R) 2.45 
MasterChef. (R) 3.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.15 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 5.00 Big Cats About the House. (R) 
6.00 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan round up the 
third day of the Commonwealth 
Games in Queensland. Swimmer 
Adam Peaty was expected to go 
for a third Commonwealth gold 
medal in the men’s 100m 
breaststroke final at Optus 
Aquatic Centre, while Yorkshire 
brothers Alistair and Jonny 
Brownlee were scheduled to take 
part in the mixed team triathlon 
relay at Southport Broadwater 
Parklands. Artistic gymnast Max 
Whitlock was the man to beat in 
the men’s individual all-around 
final at Coomera Indoor Sports 
Centre, while England and 
Scotland were hoping for track 
cycling glory at the Anna Meares 
Velodrome in Brisbane. 

7.30 Golf: The Masters Live. Eilidh 
Barbour introduces coverage of 
the third day from the Augusta 
National in Georgia, as the opening 
Major of the year continues. 
Yorkshireman Danny Willett was 
the defending champion here last 
year, but two poor opening rounds 
of 73 and 78 saw him miss the cut 
by one stroke, becoming the first 
holder of the Green Jacket to exit 
the tournament on Friday since 
Mike Weir in 2004. With 
commentary by Peter Alliss, Ken 
Brown, Andrew Cotter and Paul 
Azinger. 

12.00 Film: Having You. (2013) A man 
with a fear of commitment finally 
manages to overcome his doubts and 
propose to his girlfriend. He finds 
himself facing new responsibilities when 
he runs into a woman he once had a one- 
night stand with, only to discover he is 
the father of her seven-year-old son. 
Drama, starring Anna Friel, Andrew 
Buchan and Romola Garai. 1.30 
Civilisations. (R) 2.30 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.35 BBC News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel and 
Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 

11.25 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 
12.20 The Harbour. (R) 12.50 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 Midsomer Murders. (R) 
3.00 Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 
5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. Declan Donnelly 
presents the finale of the 
entertainment show live from 
Universal Orlando Resort in 
Florida, featuring super-sized 
audience surprises, incredible 
stunts and celebrity guests. Plus, 
Stephen Mulhern takes his pop-up 
game show In fora Penny 
stateside, and Scarlett Moffatt is 
on hand to ensure the Place on the 
Plane winners have an experience 
they’ll never forget. The identity of 
the Overlord is finally revealed in 
the conclusion of Saturday Knight 
Takeaway, and another player gets 
the chance to Win the Ads. Last in 
the series. 

8.30 The Voice UK-Live Final. The 

grand final of the spinning-chair 
singing contest, as the remaining 
four singers battle it out to land a 
lucrative recording contract with 
Polydor Records. Plus, coaches 
Jennifer Hudson, Tom Jones, 
Will.i.am and Oily Murs take to the 
stage for a special performance 
together, and are also on hand to 
give the contestants as much help 
and encouragement as possible. 
However, ultimately it’s the 
viewing public who call the shots 
and decide who will be crowned 
the winner of this year’s 
competition. Last in the series. 
10.10 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Sherlock Holmes: A Game 
of Shadows. (2011) Premiere. 
Detective thriller sequel, starring 
Robert Downey Jr and Jude Law. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1: The Grid. 6.45 Motor 
Sport: British GT. 7.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35 
Frasier. (R) 10.05 Frasier. (R) 10.35 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.05 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.35 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Formula 1 Bahrain 
Grand Prix Practice 3 Live. Coverage 
from the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. 2.30 FI Meets David Coulthard. 
(R) 2.55 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. Coverage from the 
Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir 
(Start-time 4.00pm). 5.45 Car SOS. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels on 
the famous Great Western Railway 
to Cornwall. She recalls childhood 
holidays when she stops at 
Torquay before heading to a 
supposedly haunted castle at 
Kingswear. She also uncovers 
tales of smuggling and joins 
members of the RNLI on a practice 
run before visiting an unusual cake 
shop in Penzance. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 
New series. Alice Roberts explores 
the UK’s past through the stories 
of its towns, examining key 
periods in history by delving into 
the secrets of places that 
encapsulate them. In the first 
episode, Alice tells the story of 
Roman Britain by studying the 
history of Chester. She enjoys an 
authentic Roman feast, heads 
deep underground to check out an 
extraordinary archaeological find, 
and explores a radical theory 
regarding the Romans’ plans for 
Chester. 

9.00 Film: Legend. (2015) Biopic of 
the Kray brothers, exploring their 
rise to power in the London 
underworld and conflicts with rival 
gangs from the point of view of 
Reggie’s wife Frances, who 
remains devoted to her husband 
even as he remains equally bound 
to his brutal, unstable sibling. 
Starring Tom Hardy as both twins, 
with Emily Browning, Christopher 
Eccleston and David Thewlis. 
11.35 Film: Abraham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter. (2012) Fantasy thriller, 
starring Benjamin Walker. 

1.30 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 The Gadget Show. 
(R) 11.30 Traffic Cops. (R) 12.30 Traffic 
Cops. (R) 1.30 Live Aviva Premiership 
Rugby Union. Bath v Leicester Tigers 
(Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Two agents get caught up in a 
dispute between a landlord and a 
tenant who refuses to move out, 
while on the south coast, debt 
collection from a Turkish 
restaurant gets complicated. (R) 
7.00 The Secret Life of Owls. Part one 
of two. In a corner of rural Essex, a 
former First World War airfield has 
been left wild for over 100 years. It 
is now perfect owl country, home 
to all five of Britain’s species of 
owl. Among them, lives a 
remarkable barn owl called 
Missing claw, and two inseparable 
little owls, Geronimo and Flo. 
Cameras follow their progress 
during winter, spring and summer. 
8.00 Everest: World’s Greatest 

Mountain. Cameras explore the 
wonder of the world’s most iconic 
mountains, beginning with the 
highest in the world - Mount 
Everest. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Cardiff 
City v Wolverhampton Wanderers 
at the Cardiff City Stadium, 
Norwich City v Aston Villa at 
Carrow Road, Hull City v Queens 
Park Rangers at the KCOM 
Stadium, Leeds United v 
Sunderland at Elland Road and 
Sheffield Wednesday v Fulham at 
Hillsborough. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
AFC Wimbledon v Scunthorpe 
United and Grimsby Town v 
Chesterfield. 

10.30 20 Moments That Rocked the 
90s. Cold Feet star Helen 
Baxendale presents a countdown 
of memorable moments from the 
1990s, including the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales and the 
chart battle between Blur and 
Oasis. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: The 
Other Guys. (2010) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Insect Worlds 7.30 Commonwealth 
Games Extra 9.00 Below the Surface 

10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 11.00 Boy 
George and Culture Club: Karma to 
Calamity 12.00 Young Guns Go for It 

12.30 The Man Who Brought the Blues to 
Britain: Big Bill Broonzy 1.30 John 
Williams at the BBC 2.30 Trad Jazz 
Britannia 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.50 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.20 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
10 LOL Moments 2.25 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.30 Film: The Smurfs 
(2011) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.35 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 6.35 FYI Daily 6.40 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.25 Film: The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 8.25 FYI 
Daily 8.30 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 10.10 Celebrity Juice 
11.00 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 
12.45 Action Team 1.20 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Piranha 
(2010) 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.00 A Touch of Frost 3.20 Film: 
Columbo: A Deadly State of Mind (1975) 
5.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Vera 1.00 
Murder, She Wrote 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.30 Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 12.30 FYI Daily 
12.35 Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 1.20 Football’s 
Greatest: Thierry Henry 1.30 ITV Racing: 
Live from Kelso. Ed Chamberlin presents 
coverage of today’s races at Kelso and 
Kempton Park. 4.00 Film: Red River 
(1948) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Red 
River (1948) 6.40 Film: Live and Let Die 
(1973) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: Live and 
Let Die (1973) 9.05 Film: Lethal Weapon 
2 (1989) 10.10 FYI Daily 10.15 Film: 
Lethal Weapon 2 (1989) 11.25 Film: The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (2007) 12.25 FYI 
Daily 12.30 Film: The Assassination of 
Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford 
(2007) 2.35 Football Rivalries 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Young Sheldon 12.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 1.55 Film: Eragon (2006) 
4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off for 
Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme Cake 
Makers 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 10.10 
Film: Contraband (2012)12.15 
Gogglebox 1.15 Naked Attraction 2.25 
Tattoo Fixers 3.20 Gogglebox 
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CHOICE 


Jet 


Catherine Tate 


The Olivier Awards 2018 
(ITV, 10.20pm) 

Catherine Tate hosts the 
theatrical awards, which 
features performances from 
nominated musicals including 
Hamilton, 42nd Street, Follies, 
Young Frankenstein, Girl from 
the North Country and 
Everybody's Talking about 
Jamie, as well as a celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of 
Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat. Actors 
in the running for awards 
include Imelda Staunton, 
Andrew Garfield, Bryan 
Cranston, Lesley Joseph and 
Lesley Manville. 


5.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Live 
swimming and track cycling action on 
day four. 1.30 BBC News; Weather. 1.45 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Day four 
in Queensland concludes with live 
swimming. 4.30 Songs of Praise. 5.05 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.35 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard 
Coles travel to the Cotswolds, 
where nine painters work with 
their professional mentors to 
conquer techniques to depict 
nature in all its glory. The first task 
involves dealing with two subjects 
that won’t stay still - dogs Herbert 
and Nutmeg - and the final 
challenge sees them attempting to 
capture the majesty of the Acer 
glades. 

7.00 Countryfile. Sean Fletcher and 
Naomi Wilkinson present the 
show from Loch Ness, where they 
meet a seventh generation crofter 
and his daughter during lambing 
season, find out how a sporran 
maker is reinventing the traditional 
Scottish accessory, and tap birch 
trees for sap. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 The Generation Game. Family 
pairs from different generations 
battle it out in games including 
cake decorating, balloon 
modelling, and dancing the 
Argentine Tango with Vincent 
Simone and Flavia Cacace. 

9.00 Ordeal by Innocence. Arthur 
presents irrefutable proof that 
Jack is innocent, which stirs up 
tension among the members of 
the Argyll family, who realise that 
one of them may be the murderer. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, with 
highlights of Arsenal v 
Southampton at the Emirates 
Stadium and Chelsea v West Ham 
United at Stamford Bridge. 

11.30 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 
Chalmers introduces live coverage 
as day five gets under way in 
Queensland. 

4.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. 
Further live coverage of day five in 
Queensland. 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Hazel 
Irvine presents live coverage as day four 
of the Games continues in Queensland, 
with artistic gymnastics, athletics and 
hockey all taking place. 9.00 
Commonwealth Games 2018. Clare 
Balding presents further live coverage 
from day four of the Games in 
Queensland, featuring swimming at the 
Optus Aquatic Centre and track cycling at 
the Anna Meares Velodrome. Coverage 
continues on BBC One. 11.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 12.30 MasterChef. 

(R) 1.30 MasterChef. (R) 2.00 The 
Secret Helpers. (R) 3.00 Film: Emma. 
(1996) A privileged, headstrong young 
woman is busy playing matchmaker for 
her friends - unaware she has found her 
own soulmate. Jane Austen drama, with 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ewan McGregor. 
5.00 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present the best of day 
four’s action at the Commonwealth 
Games in Queensland, with Max 
Whitlock vying for two of the 20 gold 
medals on offer. 

6.30 Golf: The Masters Live. Eilidh 
Barbour introduces coverage of 
the fourth and final day from the 
Augusta National in Georgia, as 
the opening Major of the year 
concludes. Spanish veteran Sergio 
Garcia finally claimed his first-ever 
Major here last year, overcoming 
England’s Justin Rose in a play-off 
after carding a final round of 69. 
With commentary by Peter Alliss, 
Ken Brown, Andrew Cotter and 
Paul Azinger. 

12.00 Film: The Rookie. (2002) A 
talented baseball player’s dreams of 
turning professional end with an injury. 
Years later, he takes up the sport again 
when he agrees to coach a high-school 
team. However, a light-hearted wager 
with the players obliges him to try to 
make a comeback to the big time - with 
astonishing results. Fact-based drama, 
with Dennis Quaid, Rachel Griffiths, Jay 
Hernandez, Beth Grant and Angus T 
Jones. 2.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. In 
West Yorkshire, Matt Baker meets a 
beekeeper who came to the county as a 
refugee from Syria, Anita Rani goes in 
search of mountain hares, and Joe 
Crowley discovers Emily Bronte’s 
passion for wildlife. Plus, Tom Heap 
investigates the decline in Britain’s 
hedgehogs. (R) 2.55 Holby City. 

Roxanna questions Gaskell’s motives 
when he takes on a controversial new 
case. Meanwhile, Fletch clashes with 
new CEO Abigail over a vulnerable 
patient. (R) 3.55 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 4.00 BBC News. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 10.00 The Voice UK- 
Live Final. (R) 11.40 Change Your Tune. 
(R) 12.40 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 Ant 
& Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 

2.30 Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 3.00 
Tenable. (R) 4.00 You’ve Been Framed! 
(R) 4.30 ITV News; Weather. 4.45 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 

6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Actress Sally Phillips, musician 
Rick Wakeman, professional 
snowboarder Jenny Jones and 
impressionist Alistair McGowan 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser, as Bradley 
Walsh hosts another star-studded 
edition of the show. The celebrities 
must work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. (R) 

7.00 Change Your Tune. More bad 
singers undergo training, 
including a woman who wants to 
sing at her father’s birthday and a 
swimming coach who wants to 
duet with her boyfriend. Baz 
Ashmawy presents. 

8.00 The Durrells. Larry goes to 

Athens on a shirt trip, and returns 
with a royal guest. Louisa is 
delighted to have a prince under 
her roof, but soon finds herself 
with a less welcome visitor. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. Ruby 
is still reeling from her discoveries 
at the tea plantation, and must 
decide if she can forgive past 
mistakes. Meanwhile, Mari goes 
head to head with Lydia. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 The Olivier Awards 2018. 

Catherine Tate hosts the theatrical 
awards. 

12.15100 Year Old Driving School. (R) 
12.40 Marcella. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
3.00 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


7.1 


6.10 Race of Champions 2018. 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.45 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.15 The Simpsons. (R) 1.45 The 
Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer. (R) 3.00 Formula 1 Bahrain 
Grand Prix Live Build Up. Steve Jones 
presents a look ahead to the action. 3.45 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Live. 
Coverage of the second round of the 
season (Start-time 4.10pm). 

6.20 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Live Reaction. Steve Jones and a 
panel of experts discuss the 
second round of the season from 
the Bahrain International Circuit in 
Sakhir. 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

Escape to the Chateau. Series 
following a British family through 
the process of buying and 
restoring a French chateau that 
has been empty for the past four 
decades. Dick Strawbridge and his 
partner Angel Adoree’s new home 
has 12 acres of land, nine 
outbuildings, a walled garden and 
a moat-but it also has no 
electricity, heating or water, and 
proves to be a far more 
complicated DIY project than 
expected. (R) 

Jesus’ Female Disciples: The 
New Evidence. Theologians Helen 
Bond and Joan Taylor embark on a 
journey around the world in search 
of evidence of the role played by 
women in the beginnings of 
Christianity. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie and Saul 
interrogate a suspect, while 
Wellington makes a play. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and Linus 
Roache. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers quiz, as Jon Richardson 
and Chris Addison take on Joe 
Wilkinson and Katherine Ryan, 
while David O’Doherty helps out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

11.00 Film: Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy. 
(2011) A former intelligence 
operative is brought out of 
retirement to uncover a Soviet 
mole in a high-ranking position in 
MI6. Cold War thriller, starring 
Gary Oldman and Colin Firth. 

1.25 Film: Shubh Mangal Saavdhan. 

(2017) 3.25 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 


8.1 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Milkshake! Monkey. 
(R) 6.25 The Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 
6.30 Mofy. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.45 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.00 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.10 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 7.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.10 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.25 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.00 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.15 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 Traffic Cops. (R) 

12.50 Film: Oliver! (1968) Musical, 
starring Ron Moody. 3.40 Film: The 
Deep End of the Ocean. (1999) Drama, 
starring Michelle Pfeiffer. 4.40 5 News 
Update. 4.45 Film: The Deep End of the 
Ocean. (1999) Concluded. 5.50 Film: 
Marley & Me. (2008) Comedy drama, 
starring Owen Wilson and Jennifer 
Aniston. 

6.50 5 News Update. 

6.55 Film: Marley & Me. (2008) 
Concluded. 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Coventry, the sheriffs chase 
£10,000 owed by a publican to a 
contractor. The property appears 
to be empty, but after finding an 
ingenious method of entry, Matt 
and Garry are confronted by a 
surprised and angry landlord. 
Meanwhile, agents Max and Steve 
head to central London to try to 
recover almost £8,000 owed to a 
firm of accountants. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Live News Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Moira Stuart narrates a 
selection of memorable mishaps 
from live news broadcasts, 
including the President of Estonia 
walking out of an interview with 
Dermot Murnaghan, an expert on 
Korea being upstaged by his own 
children, and Krishnan Guru- 
Murthy’s awkward interview with 
comedian Richard Ayoade. 

11.55 Football On 5: The Checkatrade 
Trophy. Lincoln City v Shrewsbury 
Town. Action from the showpiece 
match between the respective 
League Two and League One 
sides, which took place at 
Wembley Stadium. 

12.55 Britain’s Greatest Bridges. (R) 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Resident 
Evil: Afterlife. (2010) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Commonwealth Games 
Extra 9.00 Folk Awards 2018 10.00 The 
Sky at Night 10.30 Horizon 11.30 
Conversations: Michael Heseltine 12.30 
Howto Be Bohemian with Victoria Coren 
Mitchell 1.30 Revolution and Romance: 
Musical Masters of the 19th Century 2.30 
Horizon 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 The Voice UK - Live Final 1.30 
Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang 
(2010) 2.30 FYI Daily 2.35 Film: Nanny 
McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 3.40 
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.40 FYI Daily 
4.45 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.45 
Film: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(2005) 6.50 FYI Daily 6.55 Film: Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory (2005) 8.00 
Film: Spectre (2015) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 
Film: Spectre (2015) 10.55 Family Guy 
12.50 American Dad! 1.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.20 Film: Columbo: A Deadly State of 
Mind (1 975) 1.55 A Touch of Frost 4.00 
Vera 6.00 Lewis 8.00 Larry Grayson: 

Shut That Door! 10.00 An Audience with 
Victoria Wood 11.10 Film: Carry On Dick 
(1974) 1.00 Inspector Morse 2.55 Blue 
Murder 4.10 Road to Avonlea 5.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

6.20 Nijinsky’s Triple Crown 6.25 Pawn 
Stars 6.55 The Big Fish Off 7.55 Mr Bean 
9.00 An Audience with Billy Connolly 
10.05 Film: Conan the Destroyer (1984) 
11.05 FYI Daily 11.10 Film: Conan the 
Destroyer (1984) 12.15 Film: 6 Bullets 
(2012) 1.15 FYI Daily 1.20 Film: 6 
Bullets (2012) 2.30 The Protectors 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Film: Step Up 4: Miami Heat 
(2012)1.30 The Goldbergs 2.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.55 Young Sheldon 6.25 The Big 
Bang Theory 6.50 Film: Night at the 
Museum (2006) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.10 
The Big Bang Theory 12.00 Tattoo Fixers 

I. 10 The Inbetweeners 2.15 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.05 Rude Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 My Neighbour Totoro (1988) 1.00 
Paddington (2014) 2.50 Howto Train 
Your Dragon (2010) 4.40 Tooth Fairy 
(2010) 6.45 Ender’s Game (2013) 9.00 
The Last Witch Hunter (2015) 11.05 Bad 
Teacher (2011) 12.50 sex, lies and 
videotape (1989) 3.00 Close 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


furniture 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN 

Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Newlywed and Dead, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A young newlywed woman begins to doubt her 
husband’s love when his aunt and rival is found 
murdered. She investigates the death and his 
chequered past, only to become his next target. 
Drama, starring Shenae Grimes-Beech, Christopher 
Russell and Samantha Ferris. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Nightmare 911, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A police 911 operator is fired after mistaking a real 
murder for a prank call, and feeling guilty for allowing 
the crime to happen, she sets out to find the killer 
herself before he or she strikes again. Thriller, starring 
Fiona Gubelmann and John Lee Ames. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

McBride: Murder Past Midnight, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The crusading lawyer is called up for jury duty in the 
case of a woman thought to have poisoned her 
wealthy husband. However, he ends up reluctantly 
agreeing to defend the accused when she is retried. 
Mystery, starring John Larroquette, Marta DuBois and 
Matt Lutz. (2005) 



THURSDAY 

The Killing Game, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A forensic sculptor whose daughter disappeared years 
previously receives a series of menacing phone calls 
from a man claiming to have killed her and announces 
his intention to strike again. She sets out to expose 
his identity before another girl dies, and maybe find 
out where her child is buried. Mystery based on Iris 
Johansen’s novel, starring Laura Prepon. (2011) 

FRIDAY 

Invictus, ITV, 10.45pm 

Following his election as president of South Africa, 
Nelson Mandela finds himself the leader of a racially 
and economically divided nation, and seeks a means 
to unite the people. The country’s entry in the 1995 
Rugby World Cup provides a perfect opportunity, and 
he enlists the aid of captain Francois Pienaar in 
making his team an inspiration to all South Africans. 
Clint Eastwood’s fact-based drama, starring Morgan 
Freeman and Matt Damon. (2009) 


Shadowfax has to prove 
herself a worthy member 


I magine you can enter a virtual 
world, where you can forget your 
troubles and be somebody 
completely different. Some gamers 
may claim that they already do so, 
but not to the same level depicted in 
Kiss Me First, Channel 4’s 
innovative drama, which began its 
run last week. 

Based on Lottie Moggach’s debut 
novel, it mixes live action with 
animated sequences set in Red Pill, 
a secret paradise hidden on the 
edges of central character Leila’s 
favourite computer game. It’s there 
that she meets Tess, her complete 
opposite who is hedonistic, 
impulsive and insatiable. 

Leila’s troubles escalate when 
Tess turns up in the real world, just 
as a fellow member of the gaming 
group mysteriously disappears - 
making her suspect that Red Pill 
isn’t the new Eden its creator Adrian 
claims it to be. 

Executively produced and written 
by Bryan Elsley, one of the co¬ 
creators of Skins, the six-part drama 
stars rising talent Tallulah Haddon 
as Leila. 


“She’s a young working class 
woman who is dealing with the 
difficulties of being a carer for her 
mother who has a terminal illness,” 
says Haddon of her character. “She 
becomes more and more immersed 
in a game that she’s played since 
her early teens, called Azana. 
Hopefully it gives some insight into 
the life of a young woman who is 
isolated but has a lot to offer to the 
world if she’s given the opportunity. 

“Leila lacks role models; she is 
isolated and has been neglected by 
the systems. Unfortunately she is in 
position where it is very difficult for 
her to get help or support. She’s 
very capable, but at the same time 
quite naive. I think if we bring it back 
to gaming, which is an art form, it 
makes total sense for her to want to 
be part of the Azana world, which 
holds so much more potential than 
her own.” 

Haddon herself took part in 
motion-capture filming to help the 
animators working on the project 
depict Leila’s online world - it’s an 
experience she won’t forget in a 
hurry. 


“It doesn’t feel particularly magical 
when you’re actually recording it, 
but it’s really surprising what they 
managed to do,” she smiles. “I 
thought of it as being more like a 
play, or a piece of movement, 
because it’s a lot more active, 
whereas film acting is quite still. 

“I think I was most shocked by the 
eye movement and the blinking. 

The eyes look so real, this reality 
conveys emotion at the same time 
as being quite isolating as you’re 
reminded it’s an animation. It 
emphasises the duplicity of the 
experience, feeling immersed in the 
Azana world.” 

In this week’s episode, Leila’s 
alter ego, Shadowfax, must prove to 
Adrian that she’s a worthy addition 
to the world of Red Pill. 

Despite being concerned about 
the sudden disappearance of 
Calumny, she’s desperate to be 
allowed in so that she can learn 
more about her new friend Tess - 
but perhaps she should be more 
worried about Calumny’s 
whereabouts than she appears to 
be... 



Kiss Me First, Monday, Channel 4, 10pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Springtime on the Farm 
Channel 5, 8pm 

Farmers come in all shapes and sizes, from every 
age group and all types of backgrounds. But what 
connects these unsung heroes is the incredible 
lengths they go to in providing the food that goes 
on our tables all year round. Over the course of five 
nightly shows this week, Yorkshire Vet stars Peter 
Wright and Julian Norton, along with farmer and 
Countryfile presenter Adam Henson and 
Springwatch Unsprung’s Lindsey Chapman, 
celebrate the nation’s agricultural workers. The 
series begins with a look behind the scenes at 
Cannon Hall Farm near Barnsley, South Yorkshire, 
revealing how it stays afloat as a business, and the 
measures the farmers take to bring over a thousand 
lambs into the world. Plus, Gloria Hunniford recalls 
childhood days on her granny’s farm in Northern 
Ireland, and former Emmerdale actor Kelvin 
Fletcher mucks out on a dairy farm. 

TUESDAY 
Cunk on Britain 
BBC2,10pm 

How much you like this series probably depends on 
how comfortable you are with watching experts 
trying to retain their composure while Philomena 


Cunk asks them the sort of questions a five-year- 
old child might offer. But obviously the format 
worked in Charlie Brooker’s Weekly Wipe, so little 
wonder Diane Morgan’s gloriously stupid alter ego 
has been given more screen time to play with. In 
the second episode, her odyssey takes her from 
King Henry the Eighth to Horatio Nelson. Kate 
Williams is the latest guest star. 

WEDNESDAY 
Benidorm 
ITV, 9pm 

Kat is back in EastEnders, which has left many 
soap fans wondering why her on-off husband 
Alfie isn’t with her. Well, one reason could be 
that Shane Richie is busy living it up the 
sun with another guest stint in 
Benidorm as entertainer Sammy 
Valentine. Sammy is riding high after 
his comeback performance and is 
ready to make his debut at 
Neptune’s, but Monty remains 
unconvinced - until they have a 
meeting with a super fan. However, 

Joyce is still under the impression 
that they are going to be graced 
with the presence of a TV 
superstar. Meanwhile, Noreen 


senses the arrival of her twin sister Doreen, and 
Rob dashes to the airport in a bid to win back Cyd, 
leaving Billy and Eddie worried for his safety. 

THURSDAY 

Living with the Brainy Bunch 
BBC2, 8pm 

Does parental influence affects 
students’ academic ability? Experts 
m certainly believe so, and in this radical 
experiment, struggling Year 11 pupils 
“ ^ Hollie and Jack from Chessington 
r Community College in south-west 
London move into the homes of two 
high-achieving counterparts. Hollie’s 
new housemate is Holly H, 
who has a clutch of A*s 
D in her sights and 
_• - - * -♦ J** wants to become a 
lawyer. Meanwhile, 
Jack is teamed with 
Tharush who has 
only just moved to 
| the UK from Italy but 
is already excelling 
; fcn at school. Initially, 

I Hollie and Jack 
I struggle with the 



early bedtimes, tough homework schedules and 
curfews. But will this revolutionary change in family 
life bring about a upturn in their grades and 
ultimately lead them down a different path in life? 

FRIDAY 

MasterChef: The Final 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

After an arduous seven-week journey, the search 
for the country’s best amateur cook reaches its 
climax, with the remaining three participants having 
to push themselves to the limit for one last time 
before judges John Torode and Gregg Wallace 
crown the winner. This is their final chance to pull 
out all the stops, show everything they’ve learned 
through the process, and in three hours 
demonstrate the kind of cook they have become. 
They must push their culinary boundaries and 
produce the best three dishes of their lives in their 
quest to become the 14th MasterChef champion. 
Last in the series. 

The City & the City 
BBC2, 9pm 

Borlu believes extreme right nationalist group leader 
Major Syedr knows more about Mahalia’s death 
than he’s prepared to reveal. Thriller, starring David 
Morrissey. 


FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT 


Whatever the job, 
we have the ideal package 
to get you results 

To find out more, call 01902 319645. 


www.mna-recruitment.co.uk 


MNA Recruitment 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

D 

2 

u 

3 ^ 

N 

5 

K 

6 

X 

7 

Q 

8 

s 

9 

F 

10 

B 

ii 

J 

12 
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13 
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14 

P 

15 
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16 
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17 

w 

18 
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19 

o 

20 

A 

21 

L 

22 

z 

23 

M 

24 

G 

25 

R 

26 

Y 


i 

A 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

L 

13 

26 


Across 

Down 

1. One suffering from 

2. To give patient 

this finds it difficult 

attention is an 

to go on (5-6) 

unusual pleasure (5) 

9. Contemporary gift 

3. Had a shot at the 

(7) 

visitor, one hears! 

10. Conductor is 

(7) 

caricatured, we 

4. Get to the bottom 

hear (5) 

of a nautical 

11. They sound like 

measure (6) 

justifiable claims for 

5. Piece of metal to go 

observances (5) 

in tin alloy (5) 

12. Not in the mail for 

6. Lock lubricator (4-3) 

remote station (7) 

7. Austere menu 

13. Fray a piece of 

provided at 

ribbon, by the 

Thermopylae? (7,4) 

sound of it (6) 

8. By which bills 



Sudoku 
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2 


1 
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6 
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2 
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15. Girls upset by 
eastern fish (6) 

18. Passable method 
golfers should keep 
to (7) 

20. Rude mechanical 
instrument (5) 

22. They spray water 
on the ramblers (5) 

23. Show too much 
enthusiasm in 
taking part (7) 

24. They’re 
indispensable when 
Scene 1 is set 
differently (11) 


are paid for the 
colonies (11) 

14. Produce a 

publication again 
about children (7) 

16. Take some thought 
to provide a mirror 
image (7) 

17. They support 
current means of 
power (6) 

19. As wet as scrap 
material (5) 

21. A custom among 
industrious agents 
(5) 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Conceited (11) 

2. Edge (5) 

9. Inconsistent (7) 

3. Withdraw (7) 

10. Devil (5) 

4. Overlook (6) 

11. Subject (5) 

5. Poke (5) 

12. Thin (7) 

6. Wandering (7) 

13. Fools (6) 

7. Confining (11) 

15. Put (6) 

8. Disbelief (11) 

18. Crossbeam (7) 

14. Persian (7) 

20. Horrify (5) 

16. Unauthorised disclosure (7) 

22. Singer (5) 

17. Reparation (6) 

23. Closest (7) 

19. Riddle (5) 

24. Diversify (11) 

21. Squeeze (5) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Evidence; 5 Acid; 9 Alas; 

10 Spurious; 11 Curie; 12 Tripper; 13 General 
stores; 18 Absolved; 19 Scab; 20 Dormant; 

21 Crate; 22 Dame; 23 Presence. 

Down: 2 Vulture; 3 Dislike; 4 Capital letter; 

6 Cropper; 7 Deserts; 8 Artist; 13 Guarded; 

14 Nostrum; 15 Reload; 16 Observe; 17 Elastic. 
OUICK - Across: 1 Twilight; 5 Vend; 9 Area; 

10 Handicap; 11 Silly; 12 Operate; 13 Death 
sentence; 18 Monarchy; 19 Pail; 20 Relieve; 

21 Debar; 22 Turf; 23 Assisted. Down: 2 Warlike; 
3 Leaflet; 4 Head over heels; 6 Enchain; 

7 Deplete; 8 Advent; 13 Demerit; 14 Annular; 

15 Harken; 16 Express; 17 Climate. 


Quiz 


Niner 


What type of tree is the tamarack? 

Whose autobiography is called The Tale of 
My Life? 

On which day does Martinmas fall? 

At what age, according to the Old 
Testament, did Moses die? 

Which ocean contains the Norwegian Sea? 


Which millionairess tennis player was 
charged with drug possession in 1994? 
What is the capital of Tonga? 

Of what nationality is the novelist Nadine 
Gordimer? 

Which religious victims are named from the 
Greek for ‘witness’? 

In which country was dramatist Eugene 
Ionesco born? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Rubens; 2 Gary Player; 3 Long Island; 
4 Stephen Hawking; 5 Istanbul; 6 The lungs; 

7 Bel Mooney; 8 New Zealand; 9 Bryan 
Robson; 10 A monkey. 

Niner: PARSIMONY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

7218542 gives a mythological creature, 

5612 gives a mythological character, 

3416923 gives a mythological weapon. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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ffAIRLIFGS 

■U pland s ltd 

Cost effective stairlift 
solutions with over 25 years' 
experience in the Midlands 

f ^ 

Seat belt Toggle switch Diagnostic On/off key Safety foot Seat leave Remote control 
display plate 


What we do. 


1. New and Reconditioned 

2. Curved Lifts 

3. Straight Lifts 

4. Servicing 

5. Repairs 

6. Maintenance Contracts Available 

Telephone: 

®@@® 8842 I 428585 

Midlands' leading SQJ][p)[°) 0 [](SF Curved and 
straight stairlifts. 
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THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM 
REFURBISHMENT 
We want your choice to be us. 


www.stairliftsmidlands.com 



39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Alchemist just lacked that bit of magic 


BIRMINGHAM-BORN chef Glynn Purnell 
probably spoke for lots of independent 
restaurateurs recently when he bemoaned 
the takeover of the Second City. 

Glynn had a bee in his bonnet about chains- 
that-don’t-look-like-chains, saying a new wave of 
reasonably-sophisticated restaurants that appeared to 
be local were crowding out independent businesses. 

While every town seems to have a Zizzi, Prezzo, Ask 
and Pizza Express, not all have a Gusto, Alchemist or 
Gaucho. In Birmingham, all three are within walking 
distance and look as though they’re an intrinsic part of 
the city’s Colmore Row dining zone. 


COMFORT 

Glynn was fed up that discerning customers might 
be led there rather than, for instance, his own bistro, 
which is just around the corner. He makes a valid point. 
With few exceptions, these days you have to head into 
Birmingham’s suburbs for independent dining. While 
Gusto offers a classic and contemporary Italian- 
influenced menu and Gaucho focuses on great steaks 
and food from Argentina, The Alchemist is all about 
cool cocktails, all-day dining and global comfort food. 

It has a wide range of burgers, wraps and fillet 
steak or fish finger sandwiches. There are starters that 
originate from the Far East, Mexico and the Med while 
mains are dominated by such staples as steak, sea 
bass, tuna, lamb and chicken in various guises. 

It’s in the city’s former Grand Hotel, one of 
Birmingham’s most famous buildings. 

It’s a round-the-clock joint, where in the morning you 
can feast on a £10 full English or something not quite so 
fattening, like a coconut yoghurt with granola. 

There are plenty of nibbles and sharing plates, from 
£2.50 to £6, including pork bon bons, crispy kale, 



The Japanese-style katsu 
curry was a hit 


Wine and dine-The 
Alchemist in Colmore Rowi 


olives and more. Starters are nachos, chicken wings, 
California rolls, ribs, fish cakes and spring rolls. My 
friend and I called in for a midweek supper, booking an 
early table for two. By six o’clock, it was two-thirds full. 

We started with an order-and-share selection of 
nibbles, including mac'n’cheese bites with chipotle 
mayo, pork bon bons with chipotle mayo and edamame 
beans with soy and sea salt. The edamame were a little 
too greasy, in truth, having been fried before arriving. 
The mac’n’cheese bites were brilliant.The bon bons 
equally good. Savoury, flavour-packed pork was rolled 


into small balls then coated in a golden breadcrumb, 
ready for dipping into the creamy mayo. 

We decided it would be rude not to tuck into a decent 
burger, given the choice before us. And so she ate a 
nicely-seasoned beef patty with cheese and bacon. 
Pleasant: yes. Memorable: not really. 

I opted for the katsu chicken, but ended up wishing 
I’d decided on the jerk chicken with dumplings, rice 
and peas. The katsu was reasonable. The panko 
breadcrumb was delicious and the garnish of crispy 
kale and perfectly-cooked and nicely-fragrant rice was 


a delight. The katsu was also decent, allowing me to 
dip and eat as I made my way through the plate. But the 
chicken was overcooked. 

We stuck around for dessert, tucking into a baked 
lemon cheesecake with a lemoncello glaze and 
unseasonal strawberries. 

The bill was £60, which felt about right, or was 
perhaps a little on the high side. The environment and 
staff were high class but the food wasn’t at the standard 
of some of its neighbours. 

ANDY RICHARDSON 


StarTRTravel 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 



Celebrate VE Day 

with Vera Lynn Tribute 

Departing Friday 4 May 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Warner Corton Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by The 
Mersey Legends 

✓ Vera Lynn tribute show on Saturday evening 

✓ Excursion to Norwich 


Chelsea Flower Show 

Departing Friday 25 May 

From Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall & Wol¬ 
verhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, outer London 
area 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show on 
Saturday, with coach transfer 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 199 





Diana 

Her Fashion Story 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the 'Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 139 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


L — III dbbUQ 

Qmqbi, 



Edinburgh Tattoo 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride 

✓ Ticket to the 2018 Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo 

✓ Free time in Edinburgh 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 220 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 033 numbers are free within Or Visit US 

_____ inclusive minutes packages 

OMRT otherwise standard rates apply. Online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT ® 
















































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
detached home in 
a popular location 

A well presented and deceptively spacious 
detached property on Lichfield Road, Pelsall, 
Walsall, is for sale through Webbs Estate Agents 
for offers over £400,000. 

Situated in a popular location, the property is close 
to all local amenities, shops and schools. 

The residence briefly comprises a through hallway, 
lounge, dining room, generous family living kitchen, 
conservatory, guest WC, three/four bedrooms, an en 
suite, and a family bathroom. 

In addition, there is an indoor swimming pool, 
conservatory, family room, utility area, shower room, 
landscaped gardens and a generous driveway. 

The generous kitchen/family room has double 
windows to the side and rear elevation, and a double 
glazed door to the conservatory, as well as a radiator. 

The conservatory is equipped with double glazed 
windows, and doors to the shower room and utility 
room. 

It also features double glazed French doors to the 
garden and swimming pool. 

The family room features double glazed windows to 
the front elevation, a radiator, and a storage cupboard 
with a separate boiler for the swimming pool. 

The master bedroom is complete with fitted 
wardrobes, and the en-suite features a shower 
cubicle, a low level WC and awash basin. 

The bathroom is fitted with double glazed windows 
to the side and rear elevation, a radiator, and features 
a corner bath, a low level WC and a shower cubicle. 

The landscaped gardens feature a paved patio, 
ornate gravel areas, and a pond with water pump 
and filter. The garden is laid to lawn with established 
shrub borders and bedding areas. 

Viewing is strictly by prior appointment through 
Webbs Estate Agents. 


WALSALL OFFERS OVER £400,000 



KEY FEATURES 

Deceptively spacious home 
Well presented 
Swimming pool 
Conservatory 
Landscaped gardens 
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She's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



Werneth Grove, Turnberry Estate 

• Extended Detached Family Home 

• Four Bedrooms 
■ Main Lounge 

• Sitting Room and Dining Area 

• Conservatory 

• EPC-TBC 


£325,000 



Sanstone Road, Bloxwich 

• Three Bedroom Detached Property 

• Close to Walsall Academy 

• Off Road Parking 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• EPC - D (66) 



Offers Invited £275,000 




Stamping Way, Bloxwich 

• Immaculately Presented Town House 

• Contemporary Style Decor 

• Three/Four Bedrooms 

• Fitted Wardrobes to the Master Bedroom 

• Rear Garage and Parking Space 

• EPC -C (80) 


O.I.E.O £200,000 



Griffins Crescent, Walsall 

• The Kingsford' Design by Taylor Wimpey 
■ Popular Saddlers Brook Development 

• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Easy Access to Local Towns and the M6 

• Granite Tiled Flooring in Hall & Kitchen 

• EPC-C (79) 


£185,000 



Links Court, Turnberry Estate 

• Exclusive Over 60's Development 

• Secure Gated Development 

• Parking Space Included 

• Luxury Fixtures and Fittings 

• NEFF Appliances 

• EPC-B (82) 


£169,950 






1 Usk Close, Bloxwich 


1 • Well Presented Semi-Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 


• Driveway for Two Cars 


• Ground Floor WC 


• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 


• EPC - D (68) 


£140,000 






•bezSt 1 

Station Road, Rushall 


Odell Road, Leamore 


Blakenall Lane, Blakenall 

• Modem Taylor Wimpey Built Town House 


• Refurbished Three Bedroom Property 


■ FOR SALE BY ONLINE AUCTION 

• Two Double Bedrooms 


• Lounge with Bay Window 


• Many Original Features 

• En-Suite to Master Bedroom 


• Refitted kitchen/Diner 


• Two Reception Rooms 

• Downstairs W.C. 


• Three Generous Bedrooms 


• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Rear Allocated Parking 


• Double Glazing 


• Three Bedrooms 

• EPC - B (85) 


• EPC-C (76) 


• EPC-F (36) 

£137,500 


£130,000 


GUIDE £114,000 



■ ■■ 


Balmoral Way, Beechdale 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 

• Two Allocated Parking Spaces 

• Conservatory 

• Low Maintenance Rear Garden 

• Close to Reedswood Shops 

• EPC - D (66) 



£125,000 



Wenlock Gardens, Leamore 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached House 

• Lounge with French Doors 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Gas Central Heating 

• EPC - D (68) 


£ 110,000 





Neath Road, Mossley 

• Three Bedroom Mid-Terraced House 

• Popular Mossley Area 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Lounge with Bay Window 

• Front and Rear Garden 

• EPC-C (71) 


O.I.E.O £100,000 





Foster Street, Bloxwich, 

• End of Terrace Period Style Property 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• EPC - TBC 



Terret Close, Walsall 

• One Bedroom Modern Apartment 

• Secure Gated Development 

• Allocated Parking 

• Tenant Currently Pays £450 PCM 

• Offered By Modern Method of Auction 

• EPC-E (47) 




Millsum House, Walsall 

• Two bedroom Upper Floor Flat 

• Close To Town Centre 

• Lounge with Balcony 

• Communal Parking 

• Double Glazing 

• EPC-C (71) 


Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 



Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford •Stoke-on-Trent • Telford •Walsall • Wednesbury *Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 












































































































































BLOXWICH 

STAMPING WAY 


BLOXWICH 

LICHFIELD ROAD 


* Modem Detached 

• Hallway, WC 

* Lounge 

• Kitchen/Diner 


• 5 Bedrooms 

• En-Suite, Bathroom 

• Gardens, Garage 

• No Chain 


I • Deceptively Spacious Home 

* Swimming Pool 

I • Through Hallway 

• Lounge. Dinine Room 


• Kitchen, Conservatory 

• 3/4 Bedrooms 

• En-Suite, Bathroom 

• Gardens. Generous Drivewav 


£400,000 OFFERS OVER 


FREE VALUATION FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS FREE RIGHTMOVE & ZOOPLA LISTING PLUS MUCH MORE 


01922 

663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 

Free 

Valuations 


Webbs 

^ Estate Agents 


SOLD ft in 

I*} 2 iei m 


* 

... ■ 

■, ■ solo SOLD n 

WE WILL YOUR HOME FOR 
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i $mm*rz™*** 
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Webbs 

. sold . 

663399 


No Sale 
No Fee 

Experienced 
Sales Team 


Established 1994 



t rightmovaca* 

1 

LI 
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BLOXWICH 

WETHERBY ROAD 


imd l i-* 


• Semi Detached 

• Sought After Location 

• Hallway 

• Lounee. Dinine Room 


BOOK YOUR FREE 
VALUATION NOW 

OR CALL FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT 


01543 46 88 46 or 01922 663399 

www.webbsestateagents.co.uk 


* Terms and Conditions apply. 


ESSINGTON 

THE OLDE SHOP 


* Extended Cottage 

* Sought After Location 
I • Stunning Kitchen 

* Lounee WC 


• Dining Room 

• Double Garage 

• Landscaped Gardens 

• Viewine Essential 


"?AvA/L 
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auction 


Birmingham & 
Black Country 


Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 

0121 289 3838 


Birmingham Road 
Walsall 


By appointment through auctioneers 



A truly substantial, late Victorian I 
property offering spacious living [ 
accommodation, with a character I 
and appeal seldom seen today. 
Occupying a most convenient I 
situation with regular bus provision 
direct to Birmingham, together I 
with ease of access on to all the I 
regions motorways, the property will 
particularly suit the larger family or I 
investment purchaser. The property I 
has been well maintained by the I 
current vendor, having recently I 
installed Bathroom and Shower Room [ 
a recently refitted roof and newly I 
installed gas boiler. The property I 
affords gas central heating and f 
demands viewing to appreciate the I 
space and appeal within. 


•Guide Price £240,000 PLUS 


Walsingham Street 
Walsall 


4th April 10am 



I This two bedroom terraced property I 


i need of little modernisation. 


The property is situated in a popular I 


residential area within Chuckery and 


would make an ideal purchase for an 


•Guide Price £75,000 PLUS 


Dalby Road 
Walsall 



Situated in a quiet cul-de-sac, this I 
modern semi detached property I 
would make an ideal purchase for an 
investor or owner occupier. With the I 
benefit of gas fired central heating and 
double glazing, the property offers I 
potential for extension to the side. 


•Guide Price £85,000 PLUS 


Cherry Tree Avenue 
Walsall 


4th April 10:30am 



Set in a prominent position behind 
a deep lawned foregarden, this I 
traditionally styled semi detached | 
property is situated in a highly sought I 
after residential area and would 
make an ideal purchase for an owner I 
occupier or investment. With the I 
benefit of gas fired central heating I 
and double glazing, the property I 
offers well appointed, well planned 
and extended living accommodation. 
All amenities are close at hand and | 
viewing is highly recommended. 


•Guide Price £130,000 PLUS 


Ih4» Property 
Ombudsman 

SAKS 



Farmstead Close 
Walsall 


Teddesley Street 
Walsall 



4th April 11am 


I Set in a quiet cul-de-sac, this modern semi detached property I 
I offers an ideal opportunity for a first time buyer or investor I 
I who is prepared to put in a little work to tidy it up. With gas I 
I fired central heating, the property is conveniently located for I 
I all amenities and is set back from the road behind a lawned | 
I foregarden with long driveway. 

•Guide Price £88,500 PLUS 

Derwent Foundry 
Birmingham 



I Situated within walking distance 

of Walsall town centre this semi 

detached property is ideally 

located. The property is in need of 

modernisation throughout but holds 

a lot of potential for a prospective 

purchaser. 


•Guide Price £95,000 PLUS 


Rosamund Street 
Walsall 



By appointment through Auctioneers 


I Situated in a extremely desirable residential area this 1 bedroom I 
I 3rd floor apartment is ideally suited towards an investor. The | 
1 property requires very little modernisation and with all amenities 
I close at hand it comprises: Accomodation Lounge (4.6m x 
I 3.9m), Bedroom One (5m x 2.5m), Bathroom (2.2m x 1.9m), I 
I Additional Room (2.3m x 1.9m) Buyers Premium of £750.00 plus | 
I v.a.t. (£900.00 inc vat) will be charged for this lot 

•Guide Price £145,000 PLUS 


Adelaide Street 
Brierley Hill 



Winchester Drive 
Birmingham 



I Situated within a short distance of Brierley Hill centre, this I 
I traditionally styled Victorian mid terraced property is in need I 
I of full refurbishment and a bit of tic. An ideal opportunity for I 
investor/builder the property offers tremendous scope for I 
I further improvement for a buyer with the intention of re-sale I 
I or for letting. 

•Guide Price £60,000 PLUS 


I This three storey terraced property is ideally located just off the 


M6 and M42 which offers fantastic transport links. The property 


n need of slight modernisation and would ideally be suited 


| towards an investor. 

•Guide Price £95,000 PLUS 


Conveniently located in this 
popular residential area of Palfrey, 
this Victorian end terraced offers 
well planned and appointed living 
accommodation with the benefit 
of gas fired central heating and 
double glazing. Internal viewing is 
recommended to appreciate the 
accommodation. 


•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They are 
not necessarily figures which 
a property will sell for and 
may change at any time prior 
to the auction. Each property 
will be offered subject to a 
Reserve (a figure below which 
the Auctioneer cannot sell the 
property during the auction) 
which we expect will be set 
within the Guide Range or no 
more than 10% above a 
single figure Guide 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 
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Three-bedroom 
detached in a 
popular area 
near amenities 



TURNBERRY/BLOXWICH 
£ 265,000 «< 


Well presented throughout, 
this three-bedroomed 
detached family home in 
Alnwick Road, Turnberry/ 
Bloxwich, Walsall is for 
sale through Webbs Estate 
Agents at £265,000. 

Situated in a popular 
location, close to all local 
amenities, shops and schools, 
its accommodation briefly 
comprises a porch, a through 
hallway, a breakfast kitchen, 
a lounge/diner, conservatory, 
three bedrooms (one en-suite) 
and a bathroom. 

Externally there is a private 
driveway, garage and gardens. 

In more detail the entrance 
hall has stairs off. 

The breakfast kitchen 
includes an integral oven, 
gas hob with extractor hood 
over, integrated fridge freezer, 
microwave and washer/dryer. 

To book that all important 
viewing, call Webbs Estate 
Agents on 01922 663399. 


Four-bedroom house 
has been extended 

BLOXWICH 

£ 325,000 


Goodchilds Exclusive Homes are proud to offer 
this extended four-bedroom executive residence 
in Werneth Grove, Bloxwich, currently for sale at 
£325,000. 

Set in a very sought-after area of the Turnberry 
development, the property is approached via a block 
paved driveway and accessed via a double glazed 
porch. Internally the property has been extended to 
offer a spacious main lounge, a second sitting room 
and dining area, an extended breakfast kitchen, a 
guest cloakroom and a conservatory overlooking the 
rear garden. 

To the first floor are four good sized bedrooms, the 
master having an en-suite shower room. 

Contact Goodchilds on 01922 405 699. 
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ROAD TEST 


34 MOTORING _ 

Skoda 

By James Parker 

For a hot estate the Skoda Octavia was a 
slow burn on me. 

But after months living with this car I’ve 
come to truly appreciate it. 

It has so many positive attributes I could 
write about but, for me, one stands head and 
shoulders above all others. 

It’s not the high-performance 2.0-litre 
181 bhp engine of ourVRS model or the 
abundance of onboard tech. Instead, it’s 
the level of thought that’s clearly gone into 
making the Octavia a car for the everyman 
(and every woman). 

It’s as though in a factory somewhere deep 
in the Czech Republic there’s a clone of me 
on a mission to make life a little better and 
journeys a little more comfortable for my 
family. 

They’ve thought deeply about how we’ll 
use the car and the lifestyle we lead and have 
asked themselves what they can do to make 
the car work around that. 

The end result may not be one big ‘wow’, 
as many of the solutions they’ve come up 
with are largely unnoticeable until they’re 
needed. But I’ve found a smile flashing across 
my face many a time as I’ve presented the 
Octavia with a potential problem only to find 
the ‘Simply Clever’ folk at Skoda have already 
come up with the answer. 

Whenever I have something I need to 
stow out of view, there’s a conveniently 
placed compartment. When I need to hang 
something, there’s a hook, and when I 
have something that may slide around the 
boot, they’ve even given me a set of neatly 
concealed Velcro holds that grip to the boot 


Octavia vRS showing off! 



Folding the seats down is easy 

lining and stop objects from slipping. There’s 
even a built-in ice scraper, tucked neatly 
inside the fuel cover, for those freezing cold 
mornings. 

It’s much the same story inside the cockpit. 
In the back, there are two cup-holders built 
into the armrest and two USB ports to stop the 
kids squabbling. And again, there are more 
cleverly positioned hooks and pockets that, 
well, just make life with the Octavia that little 
bit better. 

Taken in isolation, any one of these things 
is pretty small fry and inconsequential. But 
when added together, they combine to make 
the Skoda Octavia a great all-round car, 
whether you’re someone who needs a motor 
that will comfortably eat up the motorway 
miles or you’re a parent who needs a flexible 
and versatile vehicle that can cope with the 
demands of family life. 

Our long-termer is the high-performance 
VRS model with sports seating, black interior 
and DSG box. It’s powerful and great fun 



Even in its sportiest spec the Octavia estate is refined, economical and offers an impressive MPG return 


to drive - although I still think it needs to 
be cranked up a notch. Whether you need 
the extra power of the VRS is a question of 
personal preference -1 could take it or leave 
it - but even in its sportiest spec the Octavia 
estate is refined, economical and offers an 
impressive MPG return. 

Inside, it’s a pleasant place to while away 
the hours too. Infotainment-wise, there’s 
everything you’d expect from a quality car in 


this bracket, and everything’s well located and 
simple to use to boot. 

For me, the opening panoramic glass roof is 
definitely worth having - even though it’s an 
optional extra - as it really brightens what is 
otherwise a dark interior. 

Were I to be putting my money down on a 
car that would meet all my needs and fit my 
lifestyle perfectly, the Octavia would be very 
high on my shopping list. 


AT A GLANCE 

MODEL: Skoda Octavia vRS Estate 
PRICE: £35,655 

ENGINE: 2.0-litre turbocharged diesel 
POWER: 181 bhp 
TORQUE: 380Nm 
MAX SPEED: 139mph 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 

MOTORING Express&Star 














































Accountancy 


Carpentry 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


Aerials 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

• -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

uRialLJ D | SC ounTS 

fjs SkS FREE 

QUOTATIONS 



£10 off 
^ with this 
advert 


A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE ^ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


f 


7 


Business Services 


VIRTUAL OFFICE 
ADDRESS SERVICE 

/ PRIVATE MAIL ADDRESS SERVICE 

✓ BUSINESS MAIL ADDRESS SERVICE 

✓ REGISTERED OFFICE ADDRESS SERVICE 

A Prestigious address for your business 
Keep your mail confidential, discreet & secure 


London & Midlands Management Services 

Watling Chambers, 214 Watling Street, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 OBD 

TELEPHONE: 01543 572561 

www.mailaddressservice.co.uk 


Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 
We repair, replace and service any misty glass 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories 
Handles, hinges, window & door locks adjusted & replaced 
WE PRICE MATCH 

K 015 2^?SSn 2 4 HRS Est 30 
K ) 07748 108035 

1 a WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 3 Edl S 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM M Hour F s 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX loam”-" 5 pm 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 LlOam - 2prn^j 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 




Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


N 

6 


?... 

)NS 


NEED EXTRA SPACE 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

Fitted Wardrobes 

• Floors • Tiling 

* Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


J P Cleaning 


Carpets, Upholstery, Curtains, Leather 
Carpets cleaned from £15 
Upholstery from £10 
Curtains from £12 
Leather from £15 
0800 511 8454 Freephone 
07932 766162 Mobile 
Fully insured, all work guaranteed 
^ Trust A Trader for 20 years 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


Fencing 


B. J. FENCING SUPPLIES 


PANEL SIZE 

FEATHEREDGE 

8-BAR OVERLAP 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

6'x6' 

£25.00 

£27.00 

£16.00 

£17.50 

6' x 5' 

£22.50 

£24.50 

£15.00 

£16.50 

6' x 4' 

£20.00 

£22.00 

£13.50 

£15.00 

6'x3' 

£18.00 

£20.00 

£12.50 

£14.00 

6' x 2' 

£16.00 

£16.00 

£11.00 

£13.50 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 

10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 

Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 



♦GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

Y ou will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfendng.co.uk 



REWIRING EXPERTS. co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

Fora high quality 
local service call: 

01922 509984 ^ . 

07939 503905 


Lawn/Grass 

Cutting 

Services 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 


Gardening 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 


El 

C1 **S:<tec 


Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 


Tel: 01922 443193 aa: 
Mob: 07809 431703 ^ 

Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 



A Mill h—■>. tamyrtn itwn >» 200T 
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Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
FuUy insured 

Qualified, aU work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Trimming 
Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 




Plastering 


CA Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 




Plumbing & Heating 


Boiler Medics 


(West Midlands) 

Over 30 years' experience 

• Servicing • Repairs 

• Gas Safety Checks 
• Factory Trained Engineers /safe 

• All Work Guaranteed REGISTER 

Don’t lose your boiler warranty book your service now 

Call 01922 446678 or 07973 784593 


Roofing 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thabestofwalsall 


Flat Roof Specialists 


and Fascias , , o All genuine 

j0*Chimney Reducing quotes beaten 


6 All Pointing Work tit Ifsenior citizens 
oinsuranceWork 


CALL MARK: 


01922 694548/07790 214856 

www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 


+ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

* Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES _ 


Skip Hire 


ap aff on production 
wrr of this advert 


01543 370969 07951 579905 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Roy Quinton 

Funeral Directors 


Serving your local community for over 25 years 


Walsall 

01922 898 561 

677 Bloxwich Road, Leamore WS3 2BD 

Call us for advice and support 
24 hours a day 

Prepaid funeral plans available 


royquinton.co.uk 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est, 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Di s nit y' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 



LOST OLLIE 

One year old male, white coat 
with grey tips and orange 
eyes. Missing from Plant 
Street B64. Friendly and 
playful. Please check sheds 
and garages. 

Any info 07931 781737 


Family 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Freerider Kensington large 
8mph scooter, 20 mile range, 
suspension, lights, pneumatic 
tyres, excellent. Free Delivery 
& Warranty included 
£795 

07718 089131 


STERLING S425 8mph scooter, 
showroom condition, any trial, was 
£1200, now only £800 ovno. 

Please call 01543 505863. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


IJACKSOM-HATELEY CYCLES! 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


BONANZA CLEARANCE SALE 

UP TO 20% OFF CYCLES! 
ALL SPARES & ACCESSORIES 
AT DISCOUNT PRICE 

24 hour repair s ervice I Al l cycles fully guaranteed 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


* BEST * 
WEDNESDAY 
BOOTSALE 

10am Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 

★ 07890 267 041* 


BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Back at Cocksparrow Lane, 
Huntington, Cannock, WS12 4PB 

Sellers £5 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


Uttoxeter Car Boot Sale Every 
Saturday. Gates open 6.30am. 
Free admission and parking. Loads 
of bargains. Sign posted. ST14 
8HU 07709 132631 johnscar- 
boot.com 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
828277. sales@clarachbay.com 


Holiday Home for 
Sale-2014 


Willerby Vacation 2 bed, 6 
berth pre-loved £16,995 
On a Superb family friendly 
5 star park with outstanding 
facilities Nr Welshpool. 
www.gwernyddhall.co.uk 
Call Steve or Rob 
01686 650236. 


SWIFT CORNICHE 2001 

With Motormover, full awning, 
solar panel and much more. 
Ready to go. 

£2,900 o.n.o. 

01922 638667. 


CORNETS BARITONE 
EUPHONIUM BASS 
PERCUSSION 
REQUIRED 

For brass band in Walsall. 
Contact 

walsallbrassband<§ 

virginmedia.com 

Telephone 07954158858. 


holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (I 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Table Top Sale 


TABLE TOP SALE 
Shortheath Methodist 
Church 

Wesley Road, Willenhall 
WV12 5QT 
Saturday, April 7 
11am -12.30pm. 

Variety of Stalls, Breakfasts 
available. 


Home & 
Services 


is Tiiyli 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


Entertainments 



icmajid kwttt | iimrr iamel i dmmith civttt 

LIVE IN CONCERT 
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BIRMINGHAM 
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AT SHEDRITE order Sheds, Cabins, 
Summerhouses/Playhouses. Wil¬ 
lenhall Rd WV1 2HQ 01902 450137 

HARDWOOD OVAL PATIO Table, 6 
chairs (2 carvers) plus cushions, 
parasol, stand, 3 gas burner barbe¬ 
cue £150 the lot. 01543 378675. 



We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


SHEDS NOW 

Quality Garden Buildings 
Made to Measure at Competi¬ 
tive prices 

Sheds * Summerhouses * 
Planters * Arbours and more.. 

Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall, 
Stafford ST20 OEE 
www.shedsnow.co.uk 
0800 698 0093 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


✓ A GENUINE ✓ 

LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH OH ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 

Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any 
amount collected. Gold coins, silver, 
medals, bank notes, oriental items, 
anytging old, interesting or collectable 

Call Pauline on 
v 01922 495066 > 

V or 07971 783206 ^ 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 




“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 

Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\nrmwi7in mMm 

/A±A\£Yumng 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


V_ 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpet Fitters 


just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Double Glazing 


ATS DOUBLE GLAZING 

UPVC Doors & Windows 

Very competitive prices, family run 

FREE QUOTES &0AP DISCOUNTS 

01922442720 
or 07783 229386 


Electrical Services 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
111 8398/07939 503905 


Fencing 


port way 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4. 

Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 


iBr 




“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Gardening Services 

v_ 


OAKTREETREE SERVICES 

Covers all aspects of tree surgery, 
grass cutting and hedges. Garden 
clearances, turfing and fencing 


07427 060382 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


W All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
’ pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

* ^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


( °AS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

Gates 

v_ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

Home ^ 

v Improvements 

RTD Builders & 
Home Improvements 

• All general building work 
• Extensions & alterations • Kitchens 
& Bathrooms • UPVC Windows 
• Brickwalls & Patios 

Call Bob on 07710 611963 
davisr@gmail.com 

House Clearances 

V 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

N 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

Plans Prepared 

v_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

Painters/ N 

v Decorators 

ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 

City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 

FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 


H COOPER & SON 
LANDSCAPING 

WE CAN TRANSFORM OR MAINTAIN YOUR GARDEN 

• Garden Walls • Turfing 

• Patios • General Gardening 

• Fencing N0 job TOO SMALL 

For high quality jobs done with pride and at a very fair price. 

Call: 07904 929632 






















































































































































































01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
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Painters/Decorators 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Oven Cleaning 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Plastering 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All ga: 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 


TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 

24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Removals 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 


ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01902 652346 /07912 980177 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 


Roofing 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Rubber Roofing 

37 years experience 

FREEPHONE 

(0800) 220 - 729 


AI 


ROOFING 
8 GUTTERING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989 / 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Skip Hire 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“We are very happy with 
our Classified Contract 
within the Express & 
Star and the enquiries 
our adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 
& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 



QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


Upholstery 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antir-- 
es. 01902 689844 / 07 


/ 07817 842980. 




Pets & 
Animals 


kaaassi 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 


r^D 



NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

Vncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(wsjsausaau 

J9accommodation.com 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 


Properties Wanted 




You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



01384500500 


r.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms 


CASH NOW 


Wolverhampton properties 

FOR YOUR HOUSE 


m 

i'999 

CASH ADVANCE WecanM 

NOW (in 24hrs) wl / 

• Free Solicitors • No Fees • Any House • Any Condition 90US8 III flL— 

UTWi 

389 °19°2 628047 ££ JB 


Yes/eetita 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Vdua+ion?Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Loc-a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, 6UAKANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 01922 235 885 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
yeshomebuyers.c.om 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


Every Thursday our 
special jobs section 
is packed with the 
week’s latest 
vacancies. 

Make sure you get 
your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve 
been waiting for. 


jobs 


.expressandstar.com 


0 P P 0 R T 


I T I E S 


HGV 2 DRIVER required for 26 tonne 
refrigerated vehicle. Min 2 years 
experience. Full time. Nights out. 
Walsall area. £11.75 p.h. Tel 07765 
231994 or 01922 “ 


Jobs 


MATCHING. 

IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 

Real opportunities for you 


jobs. 


Lexpressandstar.com 




RECEPTIONIST 

Our long established, highly 
regarded firm require a lively, 
charismatic and experienced 
full time Receptionist to join 
our team. 

Please apply in writing with 
details of experience and full 
C.V. to 

Cheryl Lewis 
Edwards Moore 
Estate House, Darwall Street 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 

or email cheryl@ 
edwardsmoore.co.uk 


Full Time General 


EDWARDS MOORE 


Edwards Moore, The Estate Agency have two exciting 
opportunities within their sales operation. Having seen 
our market change over recent times, Edwards Moore 
have always kept abreast of technological advances and 
now need sales people who are driven to go out and sell 
what we believe is the best product in the market place. 
With a proven track record in Estate Agency the successful 
candidates will be keen to embark an on a career path which 
offers growth and opportunity. 

VALUER /MANAGER 

We need someone with at least 12 month's Valuing 
experience and the ability to manage a sales team, 
preferably in the Walsall area. This is not a 9 - 5 job as the 
more you put in the more you get out, but the expectation 
will be, you will be working Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm 
and alternate Saturdays 

SALES NEGOTIATOR 

We are looking for a motivated individual to work as part 
of a team. Ideally the successful candidate should have 
at least 12 month's experience in residential agency, 
preferably in the Walsall area. 

Working Hours Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm 
and alternate Saturdays 

Please apply in writing with details of experience 
and full C.V. to 

Cheryl Lewis 
Edwards Moore 
Estate House, Darwall Street 
Walsall WS1 IDA 

or email cheryl@edwardsmoore.co.uk 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path accredited 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

www.geopace .com 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD • Research 
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38 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



FIAT 500 DIESEL BY 
DESIGN 
(model not fuel) 

2011, 55,600 miles, Diesel 
green metallic, EW, stop/start, 
AC, Bluetooth, usb, glass roof, 
CD player, CL, MOT, 1 previous 
owner, alloys, tinted rear 
windows, spare wheel, tool kit, 
fsh. 

£4,800 o.n.o 
07918 621300 (no text) 



FIAT 500 


Red, 

MoT'd, FSH, 
only 19,000 miles, 
immaculate condition. 

£3,000 

01902 631739. 



HYUNDAI TUCSON CRDT 


2005, 95,000 Miles, electric 
windows, air con, fsh, MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
cruise control, pas, diesel, 
sunroof, CD, personal plate 

£1,995.00 
07976 653388 


KIA VENGA ECO DYNAMICS 

2012, 1.4, dark blue, 5-dr, 
1 previous owner. 

Sale due to retired from driving, 
19,000 miles. 

£4,995. 

07494 990356. 


tegaa 


FORD FIESTA 1250, 2005, 22,000 
miles, one owner, serviced at main 
agents. £1,150.07881 605581. 



PEUGEOT 307 

2007, 67,000 miles, black, 
electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, long 
MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, PAS, Alloys, CD 

£1,350 ono 
07812248314 


ECONOMICAL 


VW BEETLE 

51 reg, 

MoT'd. 

Good condition. 

£625 ono. 

Telephone 07864 842076. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 211 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 




TRIED AND TRUSTED 

SELL YOUR CAR FAST LOCALLY 


ON Y4k FOR 6 NIGHTS 

^ ^ IN PRINT 

» Mi AND ONLINE 

X if. 99 
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PEUGEOT 207 
2.0 PETROL 

2003, metallic gold 
nice interior, all electric, fsh, full 
MoT, sunroof, radio/CD player 
very good condition. 
Advert example only 
£2,600 o.n.o 
01902 123456. 



°%f°° P n e o 0n i'y? ,IOn - 
— '*3456 


We reach over 680,000 potential buyers a week. 

At only £9.99 we give UNRIVALIED value for money. 

The price you see is the price you pay, NO HIDDEN COSTS. 

For your convenience you can TALK TO US, or BOOK ONLINE. 


Cdlus on 01902317878 

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

B 

** Private advertisers only 

*** Ebay Price checked 2/1 /2018 BB mm\ BImI mw 


DALLAS 


Wide variety V«uv }\*r& .. | 

nail Ti[>p1irs^ 

rgt ^ 0 Flats - 

Dropsides- 


iBa vans: 

I Small 


I Large 
lutons £ 



rCrew 

I Refrigerated^ 
Minibus 


13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


CROWN 

MOTORS 


Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 


specialists at 
your service 


Clutches/Brakes/ 

Gearboxes 


WEST MIDS TRANSMISSIONS 

Reconditioned Gearboxes and 
Clutch Change. 07710 429803 


b:R> 


Local 

Infomiation 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


BRIAN WISTANCE 


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 45 Elmore Green Road Walsall West 
Midlands WS3 2HW, who died on 03/02/2018, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before two 
months and one day from the date of this 
publication, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
LLOYDS BANK PLC ESTATE 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICE 
PO Box 5005 Lancing BN99 8AZ T526520 


CAROLE HOWARD 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 4 Dove 
Close Walsall WS1 2LR, who died on 
09/09/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before two months from the date of this 
publication, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
PROBATE SOLICITORS LTD 
1705 High Street Knowle Solihull B93 0LN 

T525983 


DEREK EDWARD TOWNSEND 


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 4 Almond Avenue Bentley Walsall WS2 
0ES, who died on 02/02/2018, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before two months and one 
day from the date of this publication, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

NORTHWOOD BANKS & CO 
1600-1602 Coventry Road Yardley 
Birmingham B26 1AL 7526727 


PATRICIA ANN SPENCER 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of Acorn Retirement Home 102 Birmingham 
Road Walsall, who died on 02/03/2018, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
08/06/2018, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
WALDRONS SOLICITORS 
813 High Street Kingswinford DY6 8AD 

T526527 


ALEXANDER YOUNG BALFOUR 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of 18 Calthorpe Close, Walsall, West 
Midlands WS5 3LT, who died on 03/03/2018, 
are required to send written particulars 
thereof to the undersigned on or before 
06/06/2018, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

Chorus Law Limited acting for the 
Personal Representative, Heron House, 
Timothy's Bridge Road, Stratford-upon- 
Avon CV37 9BX. Ref: 147784 


THOMAS NOEL BARRY 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 350 Sutton Road Walsall West Midlands 
WS5 3BB, who died on 31/03/2017, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
15/06/2018, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
WALDRONS 

Capstan House The Waterfront Merry Hill 
West Midlands DY5 1XL 7526555 
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Personals 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and Transportation 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 
Development Management Procedure Order 2015 
(as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or 
online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, 
email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning, 
Engineering and Transportation, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 
IDG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this 
notice. Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the 
planning file which is a public document and will be available for inspection 
at the Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 

18/0181 Mr J Singh Purewal FOR: CHANGE OF USE FROM A3 
(RESTAURANT) TO A2 (OFFICES) WITH GROUND FLOOR ONE BED FLAT 
TO REAR. AT: 31, BRADFORD STREET, WALSALL, WS1 3QA 

18/0242 Kelly-Marie Hardman FOR: SINGLE STOREY SIDE/REAR 
EXTENSION AT: 24, ASHTREE ROAD, PELSALL, WALSALL, WS3 4LR 



LADY 68 YEARS OLD 

Considered attractive. 
Interest are walking, reading 
and meals out. 

Looking for a gentleman of 
similar age. 

So if you're fed up spending 
time alone drop me a line. 
Cannock and surrounding 
areas. 

Genuine replies only please. 

Box Number P21129, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


YOUNG 73 

Gentleman is hoping to meet 
sincere Lady who likes days 
out, dining out and to enjoy 
each others company. 
Must be non smoker and live in 
the Cannock area. 

Box Number P21130, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★★★ 

LADY, EARLY 50'S 

Young outlook, still knows how 
to enjoy life, seeking similar 
female friends to go out with for 
fun and nice times. 

Box Number P21134, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV11 ES. 


PROFESSIONAL WELL 
DRESSED GENTLEMAN 

With young at heart attitude, 
WLTM an attractive well 
dressed female 45-60 years 
for Friendship, possible 
relationship to enjoy lifes 
experiences. 

Box Number P21133, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV11 ES. 

























































Dominique - wearing the Number 12 shirt with pride 


Team lining up ready to represent their country with Dominique, third left 



Ready to the flag on the Gold Coast 



In action as Dominique gets stuck in 


This is what makes 
hard work worth it 


“IT’S times like this that make all the hard work 
worth it.” The words of Dudley-born Dominique 
Allen, who has flown out to the Commonwealth 
Games on the Gold Coast after making the Team 
England basketball squad. 

The 28-year-old landed in Australia after a 23-hour 
flight, to meet up with all the English athletes. 

Allen and the rest of the squad were taking part in the a 10-day 
camp in Brisbane before the opening tip-off this week. 

“We found out a few weeks ago but it was really weird because 
we didn’t know what time the team would be announced,” said 
Allen. “Everyone was checking their emails every few seconds all 
day - and I didn’t officially find out until 10pm. 

“We were all texting each other but when I saw my name on the 
list I was so happy. It was really special when were all given our 
new England kits - I didn’t want to take it out the plastic! 

“It never gets old, getting that phone call or email, putting on 
the jersey. I’ve never been to a Commonwealth Games either and 
it’s also nice representing England too.” 

The Gold Coast Games mark the first time basketball has been 
included in the Commonwealths since 2006, when men and wom¬ 
en’s teams both came away with a bronze medal. 

Seeded 

Both basketball teams will compete in preliminary matches in 
Townsville before the semi-finals and medal matches take place 
on the Gold Coast. 

Team England women are in the seeded group up against Aus¬ 
tralia, Canada and Mozambique. 

The top two teams in each seeded group (Pool A) progress to 
the semi-finals whilst the bottom two play-off against the top two 
teams from the unseeded group (Pool B) for the two remaining 
semi-final spots. 

Selection for the women’s team was made during the Great 
Britain’s Eurobasket qualifiers, held in November and last month. 

Allen, who still lives in Dudley and works in Birmingham as an 
assistant project manager at Atkins Civil Engineering, said: “We 
have the same coach for GB and England, so however well we per¬ 
formed in those decided if we would make the England squad. We 
didn’t have a specific camp or anything like the men. 

“We have won two out of the four Eurobasket games too so 
we’re in a good position to qualify for that, with two more home 
games left to play in November.” 

Allen attended Lutley Primary School and Windsor High 
School, both in Halesowen, before studying A-levels in Newcastle. 

Allen, whose father, Clive, was also an England international 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By James Driver-Fisher 


“We were all texting each other 
but when I saw my name on the list 
I was so happy. It was really special 
when were all given our new Eng¬ 
land kits -1 didn’t want to take it out 
the plastic! 

and is now head of basketball development at the West Bromwich 
Albion academy, said the team’s overall goal was to come back 
with a medal. 

“I first started playing for England at U14 and U16 level and 
then headed out for the University Games in China in 2011,” she 
said. “Next year it was the Olympics in London with Team GB, 
which was also the first time I’d played with the senior squad and 
made the senior team. 

“Since then I’ve mostly played with the GB squad since 2012 
and I’ve got more than 70 caps. 

“I’ve never been to Australia before but having played in the 
Olympics I remember what the Olympic Village was like and 
meeting up with all the other athletes. 

Dream 

“Things like that really make all the hard work worthwhile and 
to play the Commonwealths has always been a dream of mine.” 

Allen’s journey to the top has been far from easy too as she 
commutes from her Dudley home to train with the Manchester 
Mystics two to three times a week, with Women’s British Bas¬ 
ketball League matches at weekends, all while holding down a 
full-time job. 

“I’ve played in Manchester for two years. We won the WBBL 
Cup final last year and we’re constantly improving,” she said. 

“It’s hard work, especially the commuting. I still in live in Dud¬ 
ley and work in Birmingham, so I have to travel up to Manchester 
to train - and then there’s games at the weekends. 

“Sometimes I can get picked up if the team is travelling through 
the Midlands but pretty much every game is an away game for 
me.” 


Golf club call-up for 
new young members 

A GOLF club is to host a junior recruitment evening to encourage children 
to get into the sport. Oxley Park Golf Club, in Stafford Road, will host the 
event for youngsters aged six and over on Friday, April 20, from 6.30pm. 

The club is keen to recruit new members and encourage children to keep 
active. Craig Thomas, head professional at the club, said of the initiative: 
“We have invited children we work with through the junior clubs and our 
members’ children and grandchildren to come and join us. 

“We have reduced the cost of our junior membership to encourage them 
into sport. It gets people more active. A lot of the younger generation think 
golf is seen as an old man’s sport - and we are trying to turn that around. 

“At the event children will be engaging in fun games and there will be 
coaching on that evening. We can also talk to parents about the opportuni¬ 
ties available for juniors at the club.” 

Anyone interested in attending can call Craig on 01902 773989. 


Battle of Baggies 
as boxers line up 

TOMMY Langford and Jason Welborn meet at Walsall Town Hall for the 
British Middleweight Title on Friday, May 4. 

The pair, both massive West Bromwich Albion fans, will battle it out for 
the Lord Lonsdale Belt in front of a sell-out crowd on BCB Promotions’ 
Neutral Ground: Battle of the Baggies. 

Champion Langford collected the strap in 2016 with a comprehensive 
victory over Sam Sheedy before successfully defending the belt against Jack 
Arnfield earlier this year. Welborn, back with BCB Promotions, claimed 
the WBC International Silver Title last year and will be looking to add the 
British Title to his increasing cabinet. 

“This is a massive fight,” said BCB’s Head of Boxing, Errol Johnson. 
“Tommy and Jason are two of the best middleweights in the country. 

“Tommy is well known for being an Albion fan and Jason is a massive 
Baggie too so it adds a little bit of spice to the fight. The whole of West Bro¬ 
mwich and the surrounding areas will want to be at this one.” 


Tennis club serves 
up free coaching 

A WOLVERHAMPTON tennis club is serving up free coaching as it looks 
to increase its membership. The eight-week coaching course, staged at Lin¬ 
den Lea Tennis Club, is aimed at anyone, of any ability, over 21 years of 
age. 

Sessions start at 7.45pm on Wednesday, April 25, and will be led by an 
approved Lawn Tennis Association coach. 

The course is open for a maximum of 12 players. The club is also offering 
as an alternative, an invitation to join in ‘Mix-in Tennis’ on Tuesdays at 
6.30pm during May which is also free. 

To become a member of Linden Lea Tennis Club the first year’s subscrip¬ 
tion is only £60, as opposed to the normal membership fee of £90. 

To enrol on the coaching course, visit the club - at Compton Park within 
the Wolves Academy complex - on Sunday April 22 at 3pm. 

Alternatively, anyone interested can contact Alan Hughes, by telephone 
on 01902 425599 or via email at achughes@talktalk.net 
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Time’s up 
for Pards at 
the Baggies 

THE search is on by Baggies chiefs for a 
new boss after the club parted company 
with manager Alan Pardew after eight 
successive league defeats. 

The 56-year-old was appointed on 
29 November after the Baggies sacked 
Tony Pulis following a run of 10 Premier 
League games without a victory. 

A 2-1 home defeat by Burnley on Sat¬ 
urday left bottom club Albion 10 points 
from safety with six games left. 

Coach Darren Moore has taken over 
the first-team and is likely to stay in 
charge for the rest of the season. 

Pardew has become the 10th perma¬ 
nent manager in the Premier League to 
leave his post this season, which is a joint 
record along with the 2013-14 campaign. 

The Baggies’ statement read: “West 
Bromwich Albion and Alan Pardew have 
agreed to mutually part company follow¬ 
ing discussions between both parties. 

“Assistant head coach John Carver 
will also be leaving. 

“The club would like to thank Alan 
and John for their efforts and wish them 
well in their future endeavours.” 

Pardew, a former team-mate of West 
Brom technical director Nick Hammond, 
was the club’s sixth manager since 2011. 

West Brom won just once in 18 league 
games under him, taking only eight 
points from a possible 54. They are in 
their eighth successive Premier League 
season but have taken only 20 points 
from their 32 matches. Pardew’s previ¬ 
ous job in the Premier League was with 
Crystal Palace, who sacked him in De¬ 
cember 2016 with the club in 17th place. 

in-form Pics beat 
leaders Altrincham 
after late decider 

RUSHALL Olympic’s excellent run con¬ 
tinued as a goal in each half saw them 
take all three points against league lead¬ 
ers Altrincham at Dales Lane. 

In a lively opening, both sides threat¬ 
ened. Josh Hawker went close for 
Rushall after just two minutes before 
Thomas Peers fired into the side netting 
down the other end. 

Hawker went close again on 34 min¬ 
utes, this time creating some space for 
himself through the middle before shoot¬ 
ing right footed. 

Pics broke the deadlock right on the 
stroke of half-time thanks to a Sam 
Whittall header. Mathis Fonovich did 
well to keep the ball in on the far side 
and dink in a cross that the Rushall cap¬ 
tain nodded into the bottom corner. 

Jordan Hulme was inches away from 
an equaliser for the visitors in the 69th 
minute when his half-volley from the 
edge of the box cannoned off the cross¬ 
bar and away to safety. The three points 
were sealed for Rushall after 88 minutes 
when Danny Waldron cut inside from 
the left channel. He kept his cool to 
smash past Anthony Thompson. 


Sawyers hopes to bob back to first love 



Jazmin Sawyers 


JAZMIN Sawyers pines for a return to 
bobsleigh, but wants to add to her achieve¬ 
ments in long jump at the Commonwealth 
Games. 

Walsall-based Sawyers heads into the 
event in Australia’s Gold Coast with a sil¬ 
ver medal from Glasgow 2014 to her name, 
plus silver from the 2016 European Cham¬ 
pionships in Amsterdam. 

Prior to those long jump medals, the 
Staffordshire-born 23-year-old, daughter 
of former Staffordshire Police Chief Con¬ 


stable Jane Swayers, claimed silver, with 
Mica McNeill, in the two-girl bobsleigh at 
the 2012 Winter Youth Olympics in Inns¬ 
bruck. 

Sawyers has been ‘keeping an eye’ on 
the sport and admits she misses competing 
in it, something she has every intention of 
doing again one day. 

But she has also stressed she is happy 
with the decision she made to focus, for a 
period, on long jump instead. “I do miss 
bobsleigh,” she said. “That’s not to say I 


don’t love long jump - I really do. But I do 
hope to go back to bobsleigh. I ideally want 
to achieve more in long jump first and then 
go back.” 

“Long jump has been my priority since 
2012. I’m happy with the choice I made. 
I’m really happy to be in athletics and to 
be going to the Commonwealth Games.” 

Sawyers is also a talented singer and ap¬ 
peared on The Voice last year. Her vocals 
feature on a new version of ‘Jerusalem’, 
England’s official Games anthem. 


HOPEFUL SIGNS 
DESPITE LOSS 


IT was billed as the first match 
of a brand new era. 

But there was to be no fairytale start 
for Dean Keates in his maiden game as 
Walsall boss. 

An impressive Portsmouth outfit consigned 
the Saddlers to a fourth straight defeat. Walsall 
haven’t scored during that run and now sit four 
points above the drop zone in League One. 

But while on paper it seems there is little to 
be positive about, there were signs here that 
Keates is starting to move the team in the right 
direction. 

Pompey arrived at the Banks’s Stadium hav¬ 
ing secured back-to-back victories. 

But while they were inventive and lively on the 
ball, they were only able to create half-chances 
in the opening 45 minutes. The best saw Liam 
Roberts make a comfortable save after Ben Close 
scuffed a volley at goal from 12 yards. 

Walsall had offered little in terms of an attack¬ 
ing threat. Nevertheless, they had defended well 
with the back four more close-knit and compact 
than under Jon Whitney. 

The pattern of the first half continued after 
the interval albeit with Kal Naismith becoming 
more influential for the visitors. 

The Scotsman thought he had opened the scor¬ 
ing when he flashed a ferocious strike past the 
upright from 18 yards. Naismith then arrowed 
a cross-cum-shot across the face of goal which 
Pitman was just a toe away from tapping in at 
the back post. 

Walsall showed their intent to grab all three 
points when Luke Leahy sent in a fizzing cross. 

Amadou Bakayoko did well to then escape the 
attentions of his marker just yards from goal. 

But the striker could only guide a volley over 
instead of testing Pompey keeper Luke McGee. 

In the 80th minute though, Portsmouth did 
get themselves in front with a goal that was more 
than preventable. 

After Nicky Devlin hooked a clearance up 
instead of away, the visitors worked the ball to 
Gareth Evans on the edge of the box and he then 
arrowed a drive into the bottom right corner. 


Skipper Adam Chambers battles with Gareth Evans in the middle of the park 


Flo tells Saddlers: Fight to the finish 


FLORENT CUVELIER is ad¬ 
amant Walsall will win their 
battle and stay in League One 
- but the midfielder has warned 
ability alone won’t be enough. 

The 25-year-old is no stranger 
to a relegation scrap with the 
Belgian scoring the goal that 
saw the Saddlers retain their 
league status back in 2012. 

Now part of the team bat¬ 


tling to avoid the drop under 
new boss Dean Keates, Cuve- 
lier believes this side is techni¬ 
cally better than the one that 
stayed up six years ago. He said: 
“Without a shadow of a doubt 
I think we will be OK. When 
I was here a few years ago I 
was in a similar position with 
Walsall. 

“I mean no disrespect to that 


team, but the players we have 
this year - we have so much 
ability. 

“But it’s not just about abil¬ 
ity, it’s about being willing to 
take a ball in your face or where 
it hurts if you need to. 

“From the first second to the 
last minute, the Portsmouth 
game was war,” the midfielder 
continued. 



Darlaston 
come away 
with a point 

Kington FC 3 Darlaston Town (1874) 3 

IN one of just a few games to beat the 
weather Darlaston made the long trip 
to Herefordshire and came away with 
a well earned point, although it felt like 
two points dropped in their push for a 
top two finish. 

Both sides found conditions difficult at 
the start. Dario missed a glorious chance 
to take the lead on 12 minutes. 

Kington took the lead two minutes 
later with a superbly worked goal. 

The equaliser came in the 21st min¬ 
ute. A left wing Clarke-0’Connell corner 
found Lucas Hough unmarked at the far 
post and he planted it home, beyond 
keeper Brian Kirkham. Just moments 
later Dario missed a chance to take the 
lead but Scott Broadway sliced his shot 
wide. 

A clearance from a corner fell to Lucas 
Hough whose superb cross into the box 
was met by a Scott Broadway header, 
Kirkham got a hand to it , the ball fall¬ 
ing to Taylor who netted easily from 
four yards. 

But slack defensive play by Dario saw 
a Jamie Davies angled shot parried by 
keeper Aaron Morris into the path of 
Jake Robinson who scored six yards out. 

After the break it was Kington looking 
more likely to score, which they did on 
62 minutes thanks to Ryan Nicholas. 

Then on 88 minutes Tyrone 
Clarke-0’Connell broke Kington hearts, 
cutting in from the left to beat two de¬ 
fenders scoring from a tight angle across 
the face of goal to equalise. 

Davies goes to the 
top of boxing bill 

RYAN ‘Stewart’ Davies has been handed 
an opportunity to claim his first boxing 
title after moving to the top of the bill at 
the Venue in Dudley. 

Tividale’s Davies will box for a belt 
less than a year after switching from 
kickboxing in an eight-round main event 
on Saturday. The unbeaten 25-year-old 
will vie for the vacant British Challenge 
welterweight strap with the experienced 
Plymouth Chris Adaway. 

Davies has never been past four but 
has four wins from a quartet of bouts. 

Les Byfield, from Netherton, supports 
the main event with his second super 
featherweight six-rounder. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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STAFFORD RAILWAY 

BUILDING SOCIETY 


YOUR MORTGAGE IS SECURED ON YOUR HOME, WHICH MAY BE 
REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP THE MORTGAGE REPAYMENTS. THINK 
CAREFULLY BEFORE SECURING OTHER DEBTS AGAINST YOUR HOME. 


Please enquire in branch or online for suitability. Subject to underwriting and lending criteria. Other fees may apply. 


01785 773217* vb% 
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‘Calls will cost as per standard “01” BT landline number, plus your phone company’s access charge. Other landlines may vary and calls from mobiles may cost considerably more. The actual cost you are charged will depend on your phone provider. 
The Stafford Railway Building Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Registered no 206063). 


















